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[bookmark: _Int_9LLlBtvI][bookmark: _Int_kh47QFsu][bookmark: _Int_tFWUZcWv][bookmark: _Int_TfGul9Dl][bookmark: _Int_NixymlES][bookmark: _Int_msQPqFH7][bookmark: _Int_QEzBGhMW]Within this assignment there will be an examination of the concept of ‘policing by consent.’ There will be considerations on why it is important and how does it impact the public within society. While exploring the impacts of past incidents within historical divisions of time and the role they performed to achieve the outcome and idea of ‘policing by consent.’ Policing by consent is a fundamental idea that forms the core of the public's confidence in law enforcement generally as well as in the police force in particular. This is because without the public's permission, the police would be unable to perform the duties they have been assigned. The police must be held accountable for their mistakes and be very honest about the job they do in order for the philosophy of policing by consent to be effectively carried out in society. Policing by consent can be defined as is defined as how the public's consent gives the police their authority rather than the state's power. This is supported in, (Tudor, 2023). This source states that policing by consent can be perceived as the public's consent being necessary for the police to have authority; if that consent were to disappear, the police would no longer be able to police by consent. The idea of policing by consent also comes almost entirely from the public engaging with and trusting the police, not from a place of fear. As shown in, (GOV.UK, 2012). This source shows that for the concept of policing by consent to work, then the public must trust and work with the police. It also displays that policing by consent cannot be attained through the police instilling fear. The fact that the public must trust and have confidence in the police for policing by consent is further shown in, (College of Policing, 2024). Policing by consent is extremely important due to the fact that the trust that the public rely on the police force and the justice system is essential to the concept of policing by consent. As shown within this source (The College of Policing, 2012) Professional standards departments (PSDs) can be highly influential in preserving such confidence and trust. A failure to adequately act upon wrongdoing and complaints or investigate counter-corruption initiatives can damage confidence and trust. Therefore, these matters must be handled forcefully and transparently in compliance with the Code of Ethics. This source provides examples such as what the professional standards include the following domains of against corruption, screening, complaints, and misbehaviour in governance. It is proven that when the public perceives the police as legitimate and trustworthy, they are more likely to cooperate with law enforcement efforts, report crimes, and obey the law voluntarily. Policing by consent is important in a number of ways to policing in general and the public that the police serve. Policing by consent is incredibly important to ensuring that there is an effective level of crime prevention in the community. This is because policing by consent will improve levels of trust. This is seen in, (College of Policing, 2023). This source states that legitimacy is key part of policing by consent and without the public’s trust and confidence then the police would not be able to perform their duties. The public’s trust and confidence are essential to the idea of policing by consent. This subsequent trust and confidence mean that policing by consent allows the police to be more transparent to the communities that they serve. By increasing communication with the public and having an elevated level of police accountability, policing by consent will encourage transparency from the police within the United Kingdom. Transparency and honesty will be present in police forces and officers that police by consent. Policing by consent aims to reduce conflict and tension between the police force agencies and the public. By emphasizing transparency, and community engagement, this approach can help reduce instances of police misconduct, abuse of power, and civil unrest. Also policing by consent is a sense of community and social cohesion by promoting positive interactions between police officers and members of the community. When the police are seen as allies rather than adversaries, it can contribute to greater social integration and cohesion. Policing by consent has many beneficial effects and negative effects on the society as its main highlight and focus is the relationship between both the police force and citizens within the communities. The benefits of policing by consent within society is that it builds trust and confidence as when individuals feel that law enforcement respects their rights and treats them fairly, they are more likely to cooperate with the police, report crimes, and support law enforcement efforts. By building more positive relationships and ensuring that citizens are protected can lead to reduced crime rates meaning the police force will be less likely to make mistakes as they feel confident to the public as they are trusted. The negative impacts it has on society such as misuse of power is the most common one due to the police officers having the mindset that they have more authority this can lead to instances of police misconduct, violations of civil rights, and erosion of public trust. Policing by consent may lead to the weakening of civil liberties, for example privacy rights, if it results in increased surveillance or intrusive policing tactics without proper safeguards and respect for individual rights. An example of a historical event which happened that caused police officers to perform mistakes and caused public disaster and lowered the publics opinions and trust within the police force within the Uk was the Hillsborough Disaster, the event was described as ‘the worst disaster in British sporting history’ (BBC, 2022) this provides to the reader how this disaster effected the publics opinions and negative thoughts upon the police force. This devastating tragedy which occurred in April 1989, with a total of over 100 citizens injured and 96 men, woman and children drew one last breath due to the disaster which happened that day. With approximately 54,000 spectators and a major sporting event police and other emergency services should have planned to ensure they are completely in control of the crowed as they were aware of such big event where many incidents will arise, however they reacted and responded with slow and disorganised approach. (Barron, D.A.V.I.D. and Mallett, X., 2011) Due to overcrowding this led fan crushed against the fencing causing many injuries and deaths with the police force in fault as they failed to manage the crowd by opening gates to help people escape which would have relieve the pressure and let fans depart from the situation. This disaster affected society massively such as families of victims, survivors, and the entire United Kingdom with the deep scars of trauma and grief. The police force lost the public's trust as it is their responsibility to ensure the citizens safety. With the negative effect this left on the police force they publicly ensured their mistakes and consequences were announced as ‘police failures were the main cause of the tragedy’ (College of Policing, 2023) The London riots is another major incident which impacted on policing by consent were protests started a riot within London and other cities within England. The reasoning for the start of the rioting was to seek justice for the death of a man named Mark Duggan, a young black man which was shot by police officers causing his death. News reports that kept people updated on the situation shows that two days after the incident on 6th august, 2011 and lasted for several days. (BBC, 2021) When the rioting began hundreds of citizens marched from London's Broadwater farm estate to Tottenham police station. This disaster damaged a lot within communities such as shop windows, vehicles on fire and attacking armed police, causing financial costs. A total of 1,292 offenders were jailed for their part in the trouble while also spreading CCTV evidence to find and punish more people that were involved. This effected the police force as they had limited armed police officers and resources to deal with the number of people that were rioting as it was unexpected. However, it impacted on the public as it left them feeling unsafe and insecure as the violence and damage was within communities leaving vulnerable people anxious within their own homes. The public was not only impacted by the riots but also by the police actions on Mark Duggan as they saw it as racism and discrimination. During the London riots it caused death to 5 people and resulted to £50 million towards police disorder cost and £43.5 million to clean up. They lost over half a billion with the after math of this event. (Briggs, D. ed., 2012) The final event which took place that influenced the policing by consent was the Stephen Lawrence Case and Macpherson report as it criticised and developed some concerns and issues of police racism within the metropolitan police service and the criminal justice system. In the (Innes, M., 1999.) article it shows how Macphersons report which was published in 1999 caused many problems with accountability and trust within the public. The Stephen Lawrence case involved the racially motivated murder of a black British teenager who was fatally stabbed by a group of white youths while waiting for a bus with his friend. in a racially motivated attack within London, in April 1993 and died from his multiple stab wounds shortly after. After 19 years after the incident the two suspects were convicted of his murder and received sentences for life. Overall, this affected the police force as they increased their diversity training, improved recruitment and finding ways to prevent similar failures in the future. This also encouraged the police force to communicate and build relationships within communities by listening to their concerns and helping them gain respect and sense of safety. The result of this situation also impacted the public within society as it made people a lot more aware and educated on racism and the inequality that people struggle with on a day-to-day basis. The Stephen Lawrence case and the Macpherson Report sparked significant changes within the police force and the wider society, however many disagree that it takes a death to improve the system and educate people. In conclusion, policing by consent is crucial to ensure the United Kingdom police force is doing their job correctly and to their best abilities and avoiding mistakes which may cause stress and fear on the society. They have responsibilities in which everyone relies on them. Policing by consent ensures that individual human rights are prioritised within their work roles. Due to the pressure on police officers, there will be mistakes made however, the aim is to lower the chances and ensure no lives are at risk or none of the historical events will occur within the future. Without mistakes they will not be able to learn and experience such a difficult situation and policing by consent will not have been shaped. 
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