

Dissertation Plan: What was the extent of the destabilising effect of the Maccabean Revolt on the Seleucid Empire?
Abstract
My contention is to show that the importance we give to the Maccabean Rebellion has more to do with a quirk of source survival rather than its actual importance in a global context.
To achieve this aim, I intend to show that the Maccabean Rebellion was not an isolated incidence and by no means the largest threat facing the Seleucid Empire at the time.
To show this, I will look at the events affecting the Seleucid Empire in the years preceding the Maccabean Rebellion. For example, I will examine the Roman and Attalid defeat of Antiochus III, the breakaway of parts of the Empire such as Bactria and the increasing threat from the Parthians (Kosman: 2016. 33). I will examine the Rebellion itself and the aftermath including the rise of a locally powerful Hasmonaean state with its connection to Rome further impacting the stability of the Seleucid Empire. I shall also attempt to examine Seleucid practices around their Empire.
The Hellenistic period and the Seleucid era in particular suffer from a dearth of surviving ancient sources (Ager: 2005. 36.) The importance of the Biblical sources and the writings of Josephus to the Christians of the Medieval period and beyond, focus attention onto the Maccabees to the detriment of an understanding of the Northern and Eastern threats faced by the Seleucid Empire. The involvement of the Romans in the latter stages and aftermath of the Revolt also serve to subsume the Seleucids into the story of Rome’s inexorable rise to power (Polyb. His.1). 

 Structure
Introduction
· Introduce the topic with an overview of the ancient sources with an additional short discussion about the state of modern scholarship. 
· Eg. Most modern scholars seem to be influenced by but not necessarily in full agreement with Elias Bickemann (1897-1981) who was one of the leading scholars of Greco/Roman/Jewish interrelations in the Hellenistic period. Many of the modern sources that I have looked at have used him as a springboard into their discussions. 
· I will include a brief chronology of the conflicts that I will source from Grabbe:1991.72.
First Chapter
· An analysis of the sources for the revolt.
· Look at Maccabees one and its wide use within scholarship and its uses as a fairly dry and straight forward account. Though I will also examine its use as Hasmonian propaganda and its possible origin. Whether it is a work form Jerusalem or whether it is a diaspora work and therefore is less interested in the temple. For this I will probably use Honigman though I will also look at the interpretations of other scholars such as Katell.
· I shall look at Maccabees two and the problems surrounding it. Examining the view that it is unreliable and whimsical in tone (Honnigman 2014: p60) and its use as dynastic history. The problems with it as straight forward history. Probably do a source comparison between one and two Maccabees.
· Polybius’ History as a contemporary source. The revolt is not Polybius’ main focus ut it comes in tangentially as the Roman have an impact on the outcome of the revolt as well as the broader Seleucid position at the time. I will also have a look at Polybius’   proximity to even and how this effects his narrative. I do not yet a literature on this other than my own personal reading of Polybius
· Josephus will also be used Antiquities of the Jews and The Jewish Revolt both make mention of the Maccabees. Again, I have not yet looked thoroughly at the scholarship surrounding him. He is writing two hundred years after the event after the fall of Hasmonian power and in the wake of the destruction of the Temple which will presumably have had an impact on his narrative.  
Second Chapter
· An in depth historical overview of the Maccabean Revolt.
· For this I will use one and two Maccabees as my main ancient sources. I will also make use of the works of Josephus for my narrative of events and the causes and aftermath of the revolt.
· I will be using Honigman here as she gives a very full and interesting reading of events.
· I shall also use Kosmin and Taylor to broaden the readers understanding of events.   
Third Chapter
· An in depth historical overview of the position of the Seleucid empire at this point in its history and the other revolts it had been subject to.  
· Looking at the external and internal pressures that an incremental loss of territory had on the actions of the Seleucids within the Empire, bearing in mind that the combination of invasions, internal revolts and breakaway states equated to a “near continuous crisis”. (Taylor: 2014. 241)
· I will look deeply into the other revolts as well as looking at the difficulties in recognising and dating these revolts. For this I will be relying partially on the work of Churbasik (though I have not yet read this), I will also be looking at Katell and Taylor.   
Fourth Chapter
· In this section I will compare the rebellions and revolts in order to determine the role of the Maccabees and evaluate their place in Seleucid history. 
· This will be further developed as my research continues.
Conclusion
· I believe my conclusion will be that The Maccabean revolt and subsequent independence is fairly typical within the context of the later Seleucid empire, and that its particular prominence is due to the survival of sources and their incorporation into Christian traditions. The way in which the events tie into the Roman narrative also influence our perception of events.   
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