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Choose one group at risk of exclusion and consider the barriers, politically, socially and economically, which they have to overcome to gain full access to society. Include reference to issues of power and control in society. 

Introduction
The purpose of this case study is to consider the ways in which Traveller, Gypsy and Roma communities are at risk of exclusion within society, this will be done through looking at issues surrounding power and control which can often be highlighted through political, social and economic influences on community attitudes and values. The Traveller, Gypsy and Roma communities within wales and throughout the UK are considered an ethnic minority group and still today suffer many prejudices within society due to cultural differences. These often affecting their opportunities to obtain an education; access healthcare, a secure income and place to live or opportunities to move around in the traditional manor that is akin to their customs and traditions as shown within the Gypsy, Traveller and Roma: Experts by experience (2014) report. 
In addition to this, the historical prejudice that this minority group are said to have suffered, still seems to be socially acceptable, within many communities, and due to lack of trust in authorities remains largely undealt with. Exploring these combined issues and considering how power and control within society has historically contributed to inequality and marginalisation will be the focus of this case study. Following this there will be a consideration of how the changing focus on policy and well-being is beginning to recognise past prejudice and work towards more cohesive and inclusive communities.  





Rational
The Equality Act (2010) has the purpose of preventing discrimination of persons because of; age, disability, gender, race, religion, ethnicity as well as sexual orientation. This applies to the workplace as well as the wider community, leading to what many people could consider to be a fair and equal culture within the UK, where it is commonly understood that racial abuse is socially unacceptable. A more tolerant and cohesive society that strives for the politically correct seems to be representative of the mainstream norms, which could also be shown through changing perspectives of gender diversity, the gender pay gap and raising awareness of inappropriate sexual harassment in the work place. Each of these issues in some way link to equality and the prevention of discrimination of citizens that can create barriers that prevent them from fully accessing society within the UK. 
However, this seems not to be the case for Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities whose ongoing subjection to abuse and discrimination has been recognised and highlighted by (Gypsy, Traveller and Roma: Experts by experience 2014). Showing that the levels of racism, abuse and discrimination towards this group of people are prevalent throughout all levels of society. Unfortunately, this has not, on occasion, excused the public views of Government ministers and media portrayals all of which could be seen to compound the negative views expressed by the majority of communities, in what is described by the (Traveller Times, 2018) as the, ‘last acceptable form of racism’. 
Furthermore, in light of this the (Gypsy, Traveller and Roma Voices: Experts by Experience (2014)) recognises that local authorities are failing their duty placed upon them by the Equality Act  (2010) to adequately protect this ethnic minority from the barriers that arise from such discrimination,  stating that ‘a former Commission for Racial Equality concluded that being a Gypsy or Traveller in twenty-first century Britain is analogous to being a black American in the deep south of the 1950s, such is the level of racism.’ An uncomfortable portrayal of a country who has statutory requirements as set out in the Equality Act (2010) as well as the ratification of the United Nations Rights of the Child (UNCRC) to protect against discrimination. 
Moreover, this leads us to consider the kinds of barriers that discrimination places on the day to day lives of people who have in many cases for generations dwelled in a nomadic manor, and how this impacts on inclusion. This also brings into question how power and control in society plays a part in these inequalities. It could be thought that the perception of the way in which this minority live creates a social problem. A problem which needs to be fixed to fit into the norms represented by society. 
Merton (1971:799) defines a social problem as "a substantial discrepancy between widely shared social standards and actual conditions of social life."  Does this then mean that minorities are only a discrepancy that are an inconvenience to the majority? An interesting consideration when looking at the derogatory headlines concerning Travellers, Gypsy and Roma communities.
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In view of this, we could consider that the widely excepted norms within Wales or the UK are that people live in houses, go to school and engage with the authorities in a cohesive manner. In instances that crimes are committed there is an acceptance of punishment or knowledge that the path leading to it is either chosen or that a certain set of circumstances have led to it. For example, substance misusers will be offered help to reform, young offenders given opportunities through providing education and training. In addition to this there seems to be an understanding that if people choose to lead a life that is in contradiction to the laws and social norms of society that it is somewhat accepted. A reason for these acceptances of social norms at each end of the spectrum of society could be due to the fundamental conformation to the usual way of life; the living in a house, engaging with the system, living under the control of the government and the benefits and repercussion that come with it, an investment in the overall ethos of society and its way of living. 

In opposition to this norm, is a small minority group who have historically lived in the same fashion for many generations, who do not conform to these social constructs and in doing so become outsiders and criminalised as a result of their ethnic values and way of life. Indeed, this minority, often tight- knit communities which will usually have their own values, norms and codes of conduct which is representative of power and control within an informal group, which could be strengthened by the ongoing segregation from the settled community or majority.
Moreover, the issues created by the exclusion of a minority brings into focus barriers that prevent equality which can impact on health, education and employment. A group that has a strong and close-knit family and community is beneficial, but as Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs shows, equality and overcoming the barriers to exclusion are not only a matter of political correctness but that of a moral conscience. Furthermore, when considering Maslow’s Hierarchy, it could be that only one of these needs are met, that of belonging to one’s own group.  
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The impact of such a discrepancy in the meeting of these needs could have a detrimental impact on overcoming the barriers to political, social and economic inclusion.



Political barriers to inclusion

· Forced marginalisation due to political decisions that they have little means of taking a political stand against.
·  Targeting gypsy votes is an unpopular stance for a political party wanting to gain votes.
· Lack of trust in establishment and government organisations due to historical persecution and suspicion.
· Lack of recognition as an ethnic minority worthy of protection and respect.

Considering these points, it is evident that this group of people, whose way of life is not illegal, but who have been systematically excluded and marginalised due to power and control in society, specifically through the use of legal control; an ongoing and historical passing of laws which make their traditional way of life impossible to live out without breaking the law. This can be seen in, The Caravan Sites Act 1965, a law which prevented dwelling on private land without planning permission. This was then updated in 1968 to place a duty on local councils to provide designated sites, however, these were limited and over-occupation is also a criminal offence.
Following this, according to the Friend, Families and Travellers (FFT, 2017) guide to historical laws affecting Gypsy and Travellers, in 1994 the Criminal Justice and Public Order act was passed by the Conservative Government. Thought to be in response to the influx of New Age Travellers. This unyielding piece of legislation firmly places the power in those of authority, effectively giving local councils and magistrates the power to take away homes and evict families, while also repealing the duty placed on councils in the 1968 Caravan Site Act to provide designated sites. As highlighted by the (FFT,2017)
· An extended power to Magistrate’s Courts to make orders authorising local authorities to enter land and remove vehicles and property, if persons are present in contravention of a direction to leave
· A strengthening of the powers contained in the Public Order Act 1986 (Section 39), giving the police power to direct trespassers to leave if they have damaged the land itself (as distinct from property on it), or if they have six vehicles. It also extends the application of this section to common land, highway verges, byways, green lanes and other minor highways, and includes new police powers to remove vehicles. (Quoted from Hawes and Perez 1995:121) 


Social barriers to inclusion
· Negative portrayals in the media causing mistrust within communities
· Political decisions and laws lead the majority to feel resentment and that they are paying for the Gypsy way of life
· Racial abuse 
· Physical abuse  
· Lack of supportive educational provision

The first point could be attributed as a large barrier to inclusion for Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities. Negative portrayals often fuel people’s perceptions causing racial or ethnic tensions. Additionally, education, as the primary route to inclusion, is also the place where many children of this minority group will experience the greatest experiences of bullying and even physical attack. (Lane, Spencer and Jones, 2014) ‘Nearly 9 out of every 10 children and young people from a Gypsy, Roma or Traveller background have suffered racial abuse and nearly two thirds have also been bullied or physically attacked.’ 
Considering that reports show that this is a prevalent outcome of what happens when Gypsy, Traveller or Roma children try to become active participants in the school system, it becomes apparent that the need for intervention and initiatives for positive ways of bringing communities together is essential. 

Economic barriers to inclusion
One of the largest barriers to economic inclusion could be considered to be the ongoing lack of site provision, preventing families from settling or travelling to and from safe stopping places, attending schools, accessing healthcare, gaining employment or running businesses. Creating, in effect, a community on the outside who suffer inequalities that impact all aspects of their lives as shown by the (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2017)


· Life expectancy for Gypsy and Traveller men and women is 10 years lower than the national average.
· Gypsy and Traveller mothers are 20 times more likely than the rest of the population to have experienced the death of a child.
· In 2003, less than a quarter of Gypsy and Traveller children obtained five GCSEs and A*-C grades, compared to a national average of over half.
These points are indicative of the injustices that power and control could have on a minority that does not conform to the norms as lived out by the majority. In turn creating a perceived effect of casting them aside as a criminal undercast or a costly social problem. As seen in the above points shown by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2017), difficulties accessing the basic services that as citizens we all hold the right too, creates far greater barriers to becoming participants who gain full access to society, particularly, when the common opinion shared by influential media and political figures is often derogatory, demonising and criminalising. One such remark was tweeted by a Tory MP in 2017, ‘#Eurovision2017 thanks Ireland.  You can keep your f'king gypsies! Hard border coming folks!"’ 







Conclusion
To conclude, in consideration of the barriers discussed that prevent this minority ethnic group from gaining full access to society politically, socially and economically, it is evident that a new approach is needed. Fortunately, the Welsh Government seems to be taking a lead in implementing a strategy that will focus on inclusion through changing attitudes towards Gypsy and Traveller communities. This framework does not name Roma as a separate group, but it could be seen as a positive step to rectifying the ongoing marginalisation that these communities face. 
However, the framework ‘Travelling to a Better Future’ Welsh Assembly Government, (2017) does propose to account for the needs of Gypsy and Traveller communities, recognising;
there is a need for substantial changes in approaches, actions and attitudes towards the Gypsy and Traveller community. The Gypsy and Traveller culture has unique characteristics that are often not properly understood by local government, practitioners or the settled community, and this can lead to a high level of exclusion in society, particularly when attempting to access services.
In recognising the barriers created through lack of site provision that consequently impact on health, education and opportunities for employment/ self-employment the WAG (2017) indicate that this shows failings in reaching equality for minority groups within Wales. In addition to this it is also stated that this is a holistic responsibility. An indication that a changing perspective of power and control in society impact on how this minority is treated could be beginning to happen through a holistic approach which aims to bring people together rather that criminalise and stigmatise. 
‘This Framework has been developed from the perspective that Gypsies and Travellers are part of the solution and not the problem. This is a Framework not just for policy developers and local authorities, but it is also for the Gypsy and Traveller community in Wales.’ (WAG, 2017)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This statement, which declares that we all have a responsibility to foster a cohesive attitude towards each and every community is a positive step. However in the current political climate of Brexit, borders, subsequent economic state and the media coverage that surrounds it, cold prove to be a difficult framework to implement.
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