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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How is the use of force within Policing perceived by the public?

INTRODUCTION:

Use of force within Policing has been a controversial topic within the media and can often be portrayed differently on social media, not always showing the full story. This dissertation will look at how members of the public perceive the use of force within Policing and how that compares to Police Officers, who directly use force and have to justify it. 

This dissertation will look at the different means of force that can be used and whether each one is proportionate to the situation. It will also look at the impact Social media can have on a persons perception by only viewing a short video clip, as apposed to knowing the full story and the lead up to the force being used.

Within the investigation, I will be publishing survey results that have been carried out with members of the public and Police officers in order to highlight their opinions on how they believe it’s being used.

Depending on my findings, I will discuss if there is more that Police forces can do to be open and transparent with the public on how force is used and how they record all incidents. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The objectives I want to achieve during this assignment are:

1) Opinions from members of the public and Police officers on how the use of force is perceived. By carrying out separate surveys, it should highlight any differences and the reasons for that. 

2) Identify the impact that social media/TV has on opinions around the use of force and how this can influence someone’s thoughts.

3) Identify whether Police forces can do more to highlight their reasons for using force and take an approach of being more ‘open’ with the public. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

“Our police service has, and needs, the power to use force where necessary when carrying out its duty to protect the public. It is clear that the public understand and indeed expect and rely on this. However, under the UK’s tradition of policing by consent, they also expect that there will be accountability for the use of force, particularly where it leads to death or serious injury.” (Independent Police Complaints Commission, 2016) – This provides information around the use of force that is used, how the public needs confidence in the police and it outlines the complaints in relation to the use of force. This document was created in 2016 and whilst a lot of the information is beneficial, it could be outdated. 

“There were no recent research studies identified during the review that considered the influence of news and media (including social media) reports on public perceptions of policing. However, an earlier study by Jackson et al. (2012a) found that reporting on police-community engagement and procedural fairness in newspapers can influence public confidence.” (Hanway, P and Hambly, O, 2023)

“Police officers are frequently required to deal with conflict situations. Many of these are resolved using well-chosen and appropriate words and by managing human interaction. Others require varying degrees of physical force, including, on occasions, the use of firearms by authorised firearms officers (AFOs). This proportionate response is a well-established and necessary approach to managing conflict in a democratic society.” (College of Policing, 2023)
“These statistics cover incidents where police officers have used force and include: tactics used, reasons for using force, outcomes, injuries (to the officers and or the person involved), personal characteristics (age, gender, ethnicity and health conditions, as perceived by the reporting officer)” (Home Office, 2023). – This shows clear statistics of the force that has been used and breaks it down to age, gender etc. This will tie in with the survey that is published in order to understand if a persons opinion matches the statistics. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be carrying out surveys through social media platforms and Gwent Police internal web page. By placing them on both platforms, it will allow a variety of responses from Police Officers as well as members of the public. By carrying out these surveys, it will highlight the opinions of Police officers, as well as members of the public and will show whether or not their opinions differ. 
I will be conducting research online through various websites in order to compare this with the results I have back from the surveys. 
Both methods are suited to my research as it will give me different opinions and answers from a variety of sources, allowing me to compare and discuss my findings. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The survey will be aimed at Police officers and members of the public who wish to participate and provide their thoughts/opinions. There is no set target for the public and as many responses as possible would be welcome. With the surveys being published on Social media and the forces internal webpage, I would be hoping for a minimum of 10 responses. 
All information received will remain anonymous and the persons will only be asked to input if they’re a Police officer or not – there will be no personal details taken or stored. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I don’t foresee any ethical issues arising. Aside from asking if they’re a Police officer or not, no personal details will be taken or stored. 
My findings will be used to compare results and will not be published anywhere other than where needed. 

	TIME SCALE:

The surveys will be carried out between 23rd September and 10th October as this is when I would have received feedback on my research methodology and planning. 
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Police use of force: evidence from complaints, investigations, and public perception
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Public perception of Policing: A review of research and literature 
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