Analyse the function of the depiction of Achilles’ education and/or upbringing in any one or two Latin texts focussed upon in this module.

Tales of the exploits of the ancient Greco-Roman mythological hero Achilles have remained popular for centuries, the most famous of which being the Iliad which gives an account of a part of the Trojan War. Achilles’ mythology was expanded far beyond that of the Trojan War however, and in his opening of the classical Latin poem the Achilleid, Statius states his intent to give a comprehensive account of the hero’s entire life.[footnoteRef:1] Statius, a Roman poet, wrote his epic poem, the Achilleid, in around 95CE. The work however was never completed and only two books, the second of which is less than two hundred lines long, were published. [footnoteRef:2] As the work is unfinished it is unclear how Statius intended to develop his Achilleid, but what we have focuses on Achilles’ youth, particularly his time on Skyros. [1:  Statius, Achilleid, 1.1-7]  [2:  McAuley, 2010, p.37-38] 


There are two distinct parts of his childhood, one more masculine, one more feminine.
Achilles’ life begins with a with a prophecy which is a central element of the traditional hero narrative. The prophecy becomes the driving force of his life.
The depiction of Achilles’ education and upbringing are essential elements of the hero narrative and provide an origin story so the audience can make sense of his later adventures. They provide an explanation for his achievements and behaviour.

The poem opens with a reference to the prophecy that influenced the circumstances around Achilles’ birth. The prophecy associated with Achilles sets him on the hero’s journey. In Statius’ version, we hear of the prophecy through Thetis’…..
Role of prophecies in myth, give context, examples.



· Achilles’ parentage establishes him as a demigod. We hear of this primarily through Thetis’ laments that if she would have been able to have a child with another divine being then Achilles would be safe with her, rather than fated to die due to his mortality.
Mortal/divine

· During Achilles’ childhood his life is manipulated by those around him. His mother’s attempts to keep him safe serve to demonstrate the power of fate and how hopeless it is to attempt to circumnavigate it.
One effect of the manipulation of Thetis is that it demonstrates the limits of women’s power and the dominance of men in myth. Thetis’ power over Achilles is only effective when he is a child, she loses all her power over him as he develops into a man.
Disguise is a common trope mythology and in Achilles’ youth it is employed as a plot device. In her attempt to convince Achilles to put on her clothing, Thetis draws upon other mythological figures who go through some form of gender transformation. “If the Tirynthian carried Lydian wool in his hard hand and womanish spears, if Bacchus it beseems to sweep his footsteps with a gold-embroidered robe, if Jupiter donned a virgin’s limbs, and doubtful sexes did not rob great Caeneus of his manhood”. 
Even this extreme ploy by Thetis is not enough to hold back destiny.

· There are two distinctly gendered parts of the childhood of Achilles.
Nature vs. nurture- Bernstein argues that the presentation of Achilles’ education under Chiron would have been an important concern for Roman audiences, and Statius has the Greek army extoll his achievements and experience under Chiron as admirable aspects of his identity.
-Lycomedes accepting Achilles to be an unruly ‘Amazonian’ girl who needs to be domesticated, and Achilles being described as very graceful – implications of gendered qualities being learned behaviours rather than something innate??

· Military training under Chiron establishes his martial abilities.
Achilles’ training with Chiron places him in the hero narrative, Chiron having trained several other heroes before him.
In lines 38-42 Achilles is said to “already measure himself by his fathers spear”, implying that even in his young age, he is already performing at the level of a grown man. Fulfilling the prophecy of him being greater than his father. Achilles goes on to use his fathers’ spear during the Trojan War, as depicted in the Iliad. Not only this but that spear was also given to Peleus by Chiron, Achilles’ surrogate father in the Achilleid. Achilles meeting expectations of masculinity and taking on the mantle of heroism. (Il.19.387-391)

· The episode on Skyros allows a different side of Achilles to show.
Well-rounded hero, shown through Skyros episode – contrast with Chiron
Achilles’ youth lending to his ability to disguise himself.
Achilles’ reluctance.
Achilles’ successes and failures in acting as a woman.
The rape of Deidamia, failed attempt at asserting his masculinity?
One way in which Achilles shows his masculinity is through his willingness to meet the gaze of the visitors, rather than casting his eyes down as would be appropriate for a woman. 1.764-766

· The episode on Skyros whereby Odysseus brings gifts allows Achilles the chance to assert his masculinity. 
Weapon trick – revealing true nature as masculine warrior
-Making his own decision, maturing, reaching adulthood. Skyros as transitional phase between childhood and adulthood.

· The description of Achilles as a beautiful, cultured, and loved youth is bittersweet as the audience knows what is to come.
Statius focusses on developing the character of Achilles, presenting him as a living, breathing person rather than a cardboard cutout of a hero that you sometimes feel you’re getting from epic.
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