WEEK 2: Skyscapes

Required Reading
The Skyscapes approach originated as a response to the lack of engagement of archaeoastronomers with the cultures they study, as well as the lack of dialogue between archaeology and archaeoastronomy. Clive Ruggles’ piece sets the state of archaeoastronomy in 2011 – still pretty much valid today – and thus sets the scene for the new approach.

The Skyscape Archaeology approach is still pretty much recent and being spearheaded by the Sophia Centre. The key publications, so far, are the Skyscapes: The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology volume and the Journal of Skyscape Archaeology (JSA), but other works are in print or in preparation. The introductions to the Skyscapes volume below, as well as the first editorial to JSA are good starters to the topic of skyscapes. The blogpost goes one step further by clarifying the meaning of skyscape and setting the agenda for skyscape research.

Ruggles, Clive, “Pushing back the frontiers or still running around the same circles? ‘Interpretative archaeoastronomy’ thirty years on,” Proceedings IAU Symposium No. 278, 2011, pp 1-18. Available online: http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8334279&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1743921311012427

Silva, Fabio, ‘The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology: an introduction’. In Silva, Fabio and Nick Campion (eds), Skyscapes: The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology, Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015, pp. 1-7. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]

Silva, Fabio and Liz Henty, “Editorial” Journal of Skyscape Archaeology 1(1): 1-7. [PDF ON MOODLE]

Silva, Fabio, “Defining Skyscape” Sophia Centre Press blog [PDF ON MOODLE]


Case Study
Malville, J. McKim, Archaeoastronomy of the Incas Notes [DOC ON MOODLE]


Recommended resources
Journal of Skyscape Archaeology
	http://equinoxpub.com/JSA

Journal of Astronomy in Culture
https://escholarship.org/uc/jac

Journal for the History of Astronomy
	http://www.shpltd.co.uk/jha.html
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