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6. 27.09.18  - The Miller’s Tale + essay question

This has been an excellent session with regards to tightening up my essay question, plus lots of useful relevant new info to include in it. Session with Jeni at end v v useful. 
In comparing the KT and MT, it is the contrast between the main characters that is so intriguing. The KT young royal cousins are defined only by their status and military prowess, what they look like and their internal world is irrelevant to the story and us – they are fighters, one dimensional.
Emily is merely a blonde woman, no character, her past as an Amazon princess forgotten, her part is to illustrate the cousins’ story.
In contrast, the MT gives a us three well described characters, they have an external and internal life. Alison, Nicholas and Absolom can be identified as of their time, not just ciphers for a past era.
I was surprised to discover that in the 14th century, even some wealthy craftsmen may not have been literate. The church’s grudging acceptance of astrology v interesting as well. Some of my accepted norms of the time have been altered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How class and gender roles changed so much in this period permeates everything I am reading and listening to, made me realize how intricate and patterned Chaucer’s work is. Every time I reread a passage there is something new to take from it, leading to radical cutting down of areas I want to refer to in the essay.
