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Topic:  How do architects design ‘good space’ between buildings? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]             With particular reference to the principles of Gehl Architecture

	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(i) Structure
The dissertation has a clear structure which is easy to follow.

	10
	8

	(ii)Literature Review
A good range of literature is examined with the primary focus on three notable townscape/urban planning theorists

	10
	7

	(iii) Research Methodology
The research methodology is clearly articulated. 

	10
	7

	(iv) Concept Development and Planning
The dissertation has been carefully developed during the academic year. The central question has always been the notion of what constitutes good public space. This initially commenced with a study of Cullen’s Townscape, then expanded to include other theorists before focusing on Gehl Architecture. Initial ideas involving the interview of architects or appraisal of urban spaces were considered and ultimately rejected in favour of an analysis of existing case studies. 

	10
	7

	Assessment Criteria
	Max
	Mark

	(v) Analysis and Evaluation of the results/solutions
The critical evaluation is undertaken primarily through a critique of existing case studies. The evaluation is based on how successful the projects (as evaluated within the case studies) have been when assessed against the key aspirations (desired outcomes) of Gehl Architecture. While this approach is clear and coherent there are also elements of the critique that introduce assessments based on the criteria of other theorists. These secondary assessments may have been better addressed as footnotes, or even as a separate paragraph so the remain distinct from the Gehl criteria.  

	30
	20

	(vi) Accuracy of the abstract and conclusions

The conclusions are linked back to the abstract in a clear manner.
	20
	12

	(vii) Referencing

The text is clearly referenced throughout
	10
	7

	Other Comments

Although the debate concerning what constitutes  ‘good’ public space is very broad this dissertation has a clear focus on three theorists that are influential in the field of urban design. The text then focuses on the work of one theorist and evaluates his theoretical perspective via a series of existing case study evaluations. The dissertation addresses ARB/RIBA criteria in its study of ‘the cultural, social and intellectual histories ‘ that influence design and ‘the influence of history and theory on spatial and social’ aspects of architecture. It also addresses the RIBA Part One Graduate Attribute – ‘ability to evaluate evidence , arguments and assumptions in order to make and present sound judgements within a structured discourse relating to architectural culture, theory and design.’ All as described within the Dissertation Module Descriptor.

	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	68
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