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witness from faith for’ falith;_but for John, it is the witness of faith to the histori
significance of Jesus’ mission and person, ¢ historical

6:1-71 Jesus, the Bread of Life: Signs at Passover

The feeding of the five thousand and Jesus® discours

- € on the bread of 1
on the biblical account of God’s provision of man Kope ST M

' na for the people of Israel
thereby presenting Jesus as the true “bread from heaven” who gives life tc;

the world: Even as“God provided manf,xa for Israel in the wilderness, so God
now provides the “bread fro,m hea\{ep that grants eternal life. While Jesus’
discourse looks back to Gpd $ provision of heavenly manna for his people, it
may also allude to a promise found in Jewish literature anticipating the return
of manna from on high in the ag.e.to come. The narrative of God’s provision
for Israel in the pa}st and the anticipation of God’s blessings in the future are
both reconfigured in Jesus and his life-giving work for all the world. This work
climaxes in Jesus’ death and resurrection; it is remembered by his followers as
they eat the Lord’s Supper. Jesus’ action is presented in John not merely as a
deed in the past, but also as an act that was further explicated by, although not
limited to, eating and drinking (the Lord’s Supper) together, where those who
eat and drink remember that they are still fed by Jesus. Even as God fed the
Israelites in the wilderness, so God continues to sustain his people.

The narrative of Jesus’ “walking on the water,” or crossing the sea, lies
between the account of the feeding of the multitudes and the discourse on the
bread of life. In this account, Jesus comes to the disciples struggling in crossing
the lake, and when they do not first recognize him, speaks the reassuring words
identifying himself to them: “It is I’ (egd eimi). This simple self-identification
anticipates the first of Jesus’ characteristic “I am” sayings in the Gospel (“I am
the bread of life,” 6:35).62 Echoing patterns of divine speech in the Old Testa-
ment, this group of sayings underscores the identity of Jesus as the one who
lives and remains with his people, and through whom the one sovereign God’s
life-giving work is accomplished. §

But just as the Israelites murmured and grumbled, even after God l}ad deliv-
ered them, so in his long discourse Jesus’ claims to give God’s life to th.e
world provoke increased murmuring and grumbling about hir.n (6:41, 60). Their
grumbling increases the more that Jesus focuses on his i'dent‘lty as th'e means of
receiving God’s life, and on the necessity of his death in his 11fe-g1y1ng work
(6:41, 52), leading even many of Jesus’ own followers to abaqdon h1m (v. §6).
The chapter sounds a final ominous note when, for the first time, it mentions

62. John 6:35; 8:12; 9:5; 10:7, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1. See Excursus 5: “The ‘I Am” Sayings
of John,”
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will betray Jesus (V- 70). :
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6:1-15 The Feeding of the Five T} housand /

The narrative of the feeding of the five thougand a’}’)pears ’m a.ll f9ur
Although sometimes referred to as a “nature miracle,” Jesus a.ctlon is
characterized, along with the transformation of the water to wine, as
“gift” or “supply.”® In this category, it belongs among the v-vorks of t
such as Elijah and Elisha, who generously supplied meal, oil, and br ‘
in need. No wonder John depicts the people acclaiming Jesus as a pro
But the sign is misunderstood: John reports that, in response to what th
seen, the crowd wants to “seize Jesus to make him king.” Since Jes]
demonstrated his ability to provide for his people, it is not surprising
are eager for him to take up the role of king, continue to provide for t
perhaps do even more than that. And while, in the Gospel of John, Jesus
his authority comes not from human beings, but from God. Hence, 1
his kingship is not determined by any human agenda, but by God’s
purposes for the world. Precisely for that reason he feeds those w 0

2 A large crowd followed him, because they saw the signs that h
those who were sick. 3 And Jesus went up on the mountain, and

miov;n with hishdisciples. 4 Passover, a festival of the Jews;ﬁf,s
nJesus saw the large crowd comi i : Tiny
shall we buy bread in ng to him, he said to Phili

order that they may eat?” ¢ He said this to
for he already knew what he was going to do. X

63. Theissen 1036,
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Phili answered, “Two hundred d % o

for ach of them to have just a littlor o To8d Would not be enough

¢ Then one of the disciples, Andrew the by
to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has e
But what are these for so many?”

10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Th
(hat place. The men who sat down numbered fiy

11 Jesus took the bread and, having given than
sitting down; likewise also the fish, as much as t

they were filled, Jesus said to his disciples, “Ga .
leﬁyover, so that nothing may be lost.” I1)3 They g;}tl}i;}elzrc)i ?}I,Zrlr’llzces t(ljlaflitlfre
twelve baskets with pieces from the five barley loaves, left bypt:;lse wﬁg
had eaten.

14 So when the people saw the sign® that he had done, they said, “This
is truly the prophet who is coming into the world!” 15 Jesus, knowi;lg that

they were going to ctome and seize him in order that they might make him
king, withdrew again to the mountain alone.

other of Simon Peter, said
barley loaves and two fish

re was a lot of grass in
e thousand,

ks, distributed it to those
hey wanted. 12 And when

a. Meta tauta, “after these things”; cf. John 3:22; 5:1, 14; 6:1; 7:1; 19:38; 21:1; the
singular meta touto occurs in 2:12; 11:7, 11; 19:28. The phrase “after these things” does
not indicate how long or short the lapse of time between the events.

b. Lit., “the Sea of Galilee of Tiberias” (t&s thalasses tés Galilaias tes Tiberiados).
To avoid the awkward reading with two genitives referring to the same sea, some Mss
omit “of Tiberias” (cf. “sea of Tiberias” in 21:1); others read “of Galilee and Tiberias”;
still others, “of Galilee in the regions of Tiberias.” The troublesome double genitive (as
in =75 A B) is likely original.

¢. Although most Mss have a singular (“the sign that he had done”), some (including
75 and B) read “the signs that he had done,” probably in assimilation to the plural in
6:2 (see also 2:23).

[6:1-6] The scene is set on “the other side” of the Sea of Galilee, or Tibe-
rias.® Even as the Gospel jumps over large periods of time in order to correlate
Jesus’ work with significant festivals of the Jewish calendar, so now it has
moved from Jerusalem (ch. 5) to the eastern shore of the Sea of G‘alilee.(6: 1) &3
That it was “near Passover’” presumably indicates a passage of time since ’52,2
previous Passover (2:13, 23). John calls Passover a “festival of the Jews.

ea (or lake) of Galilee as “Tiberias” (6:1, 23;
W. 3.57) and hé Tiberieon limné (J.W. 4.456).
see Freyne, “Galilee, Sea

64. John is unique in the NT in referring to the s
21:1), but Josephus calls it hé pros Tiberiada limne (J.
For names of the sea in ancient Jewish, Greek, and Christian sources,
of.” ABD 2:899-900,
65. On John’s use of the feasts to provide the Cler
the discussion of John’s structure in the introduction to .
66. On Passover, see also the notes and comments at 2:13; 914

al framework for this Gospel, see
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(3:049)y 101 to him (cf. 2:23, 25; 4:45; see also 4

aoe both Jesus’ initiative in feeding
nt un-de.:rscoresthem. e i T i
his abundant provision for ; est” (peirazo) Philip, asks

in order to “t
Ititudes; and 1n OT . ol
sees the rilu are to feed them. Although often in the Nefv:t’re; ‘
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% 1, 3: 6:13; 1 Cor 7:5), here it mean:
or lead as’t’rt(lz’ (e'zgé(l,\f allt;‘;,lJ’ a3s 1:2-4). Jesus “tests” Philip to
l;rr}ll(,i;ﬁ:sds v;ie’lt Jesuls is able and willing to do, so that,Pv hﬂ‘l

ightly. il
un(:;r_sgz]inl('ih{aezlilssc;gles’yresponses undersc.ore tl;:—zir gezg:r 're,so
ley loaves and two fish, and the great need: two hundre days’
of two hundred denarii, would scarcely buy .enough food fog <
While the disciples see the need, they think thelr resources are too
they do not understand that Jesus can provide abundantly' )
imagine. This brief narrative echoes and trgmps the story 1n
where, in spite of his servant’s doubts, Elisha feeds a hundre
twenty loaves of barley,®® with bread left over. Jesus fee
there is an abundance left over. i

[10-13] Again Jesus takes the initiative, ordering the peop
distributing bread and the fish to them. Jesus is the host at this
became the (unseen) host of the wedding feast at Cana by p
it. After distributing the bread, Jesus commands that the pie
“so that nothing may be lost,” and his disciples do as they ar c
_ Several points are notable in this brief narrative. First, Jes
given thanks,” 6:11) before distributing the bread and fish,
withthe Jewish prayer of thanksgiving: “Blessed art thou, O L
of the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth” (m 5

mmemorates Go

John’s accou

68 Lh‘;zh l:?oxfntam s not specified; cf. John 6:15; Mark 6:46; Matt

e Cx.pensivz thnhmous (2 Kgs 4:42 1xx). A staple of the ancient Mediter

Jewish authors alike. l;:tlgf‘f' 2Kgs 7:16) and sometimes associated with

and wheat see Gam;ey_ iny the Elder, Ngz, 18.74; Josephus, J. W. 5,42' ;
69, For the distine; :

him, see 6:39; ]712’ 189, Ine note that Jesus does not lose any A
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Wi John’s description reflects the words 141
ot the Lord’s Supper as recorded elsewhere: ¢
he had given thanks he broke it and gave it ¢ bread, ang when

y ; 0 them” (L y
2626/27’ Mark 1422—23, 1Corll 24) Although JCSUS h‘;:-(cedzz 17*19, Matt
and fish (- 21:9), he will go on to speak of eating and drinking ;sm:,’bsmes bread
V.

. 51-58) and eventually will g ) his fi

and blood (VV- 217~ 3 y will mention the o : s flesh

(cf. 1 Cor 11:23, “on the night when he was betray,:d,,)e VJV:S‘;:"ﬂ;rbel'ra.y him
5 ovision of

pread foreshadows his giving of his flesh in death (6:51)
Third, the five loaves and two fishes (v. 9) s £
eftover twelve baskets of bread (v. 13) recall

. o in John 2:1-12: from six stone jars of wa ;
‘WV;EG than the wedding guests require. The “tvt:,vi ezzzgtzxxdei far more
the twelve tribes of Israel, now reconfigured in the twelve d_ca.l to mind
resentative of Jesus’ followers (cf. 6:67). All the scattered chiiiic}ples’ a4
will be gathered together (11:5; 17:21-22); none of them will ber;sn to f(,(-}Od
10:28-29; 17:12): there will be “one flock, one shepherd” (see com(:rsl i
10-12-16; 11:52; 17:21-22). i

InhltS prayer of thanks.glvmg over the Eucharist, the early Christian cat-
echetical document the Didache (late first or early second c.) also interprets it
in terms of the feeding miracle and, further, as the gathering of the church into
one: “Even as what was broken was scattered over the hills, and was gathered
together and became one, so let your church be gathered together from the ends
of the earth into your kingdom” (9.4; 10.5).7° In John, the feeding miracle also
serves as a figure of the Lord’s Supper and of the gathering of God’s people.
Jesus gave his body and blood to gather his people together; hence, even as the
bread is scattered, so must it be gathered; even as there are many pieces, there
is also one loaf (cf. 1 Cor 10:14—-17; 11:27-34).

Finally, Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand foreshadows his provision of
bread and fish to his disciples by the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection
(21:1-13). As Jesus fed the multitude in the wilderness, so the risen Lord feeds
his disciples (10:9-10; 21:12-13). Once again, the Gospel of John draws a
parallel between the experiences of those who are with Jesus during his earthly
ministry and those who will follow him after his resurrection (e.g., cf. 1:43 and
21:19, 22). The same Lord provides for his own.

[14-15] Having seen the sign, the people hail Jesus as the coming prophet
(6:14), most likely referring to the expectation of a prophet like Moses (Deut
18:15-18; cf. John 1:21-25; 4:19; 6:32; 7:40). The transition from prophet
(6:14) to king (v. 15) can perhaps be explained by the designation of Moses as
both prophet and king in Jewish tradition, though it may also link hopes for two

Pectacularly contrast wigh the
ing the abundant provision of

the nourishment”) of the

70. The Di i ; 5n (“blessing for
e Didache (9-10) and the birkat ha-mazon ( 4 1 Skadéanb 406513

Passover meal draw on different parts of Sir 36:10-23; see discussion i



142  Jesus.”! Jesus is both prophet, one who speaks
messianic figures 11 t:d” (;ne (see 1:41,49; 4:19, 29, 44; 7:40-41),
e Josephus’s accounts of men su.ch as Theug
can” (Ant. 20-168—"710)-1 BOﬂ.ltiCI.almedtobe :
ivers. He similarly criticizes a numb
: bomo?sagg‘t:;ér, sought royal power or honors, b _
: ly seized ingship or exercised “tyrannical power." 7% Wkilg
jmproperly s¢ (et dissipated on their own or were put d0\'avn by he
movementsdetl have exercised some hold over the popular imaginat;
each seeme h(i the crowds take Jesus for a prophet a}nd want
s@tefqents t aaltogether predictable responses 1 l’:hls first-centy
}(:slfs igonn;;i]icitly contrasted with those who deceive others and s
izi irations. A
selr;:siiralg}lﬁrﬂfwffgm the crowd because his athoﬁty and |
come not “from himself” or from thc? eager and restive c_ro“if!,,.b
(18:33-36; 19:11). The crowd’s desire to mak; {g‘s’{us'k]ng!. i;g n
unbelief. They have not understoqd who Jesus is. Jesl'ls d{d“not
self equal to God (5:1-18); he will got make himself king. A
entry, Jesus will receive the acclamations of the crowd who hail
of Israel” (12:13, 15), but the road through Jerusalem leads
only in that way to a throne and scepter—a path that the crowd

crown Jesus could scarcely have imagined.

Josephus judee N
ures that, in 00€ W

R

6:16-21 A Revelation of Jesus’ Identity

The surprisingly terse account of Jesus” walking on the lake
that Jesus has withdrawn “to the mountain alone” (6:15). °
without their leader, and for a time Jesus is the “great Absent On
story.”> When Jesus comes to them, his presence first eligits“fgg;i%;

71. On Moses as prophet, see Hos 12:13; Wis 11:1; L.A.B. 35.6, “ﬁi'st
Mos. 11.16, “divine prophet for the whole earth”; Philo, Mos. 1.175; 2.1
:‘.;219. For I;I/Io:v,es :;d ruler or king, see L.4.B. 9.16; 20.5; Philo (Mos. 1.334; 2:2

al, prophetic, riest] : ; £2. 7
FAIARR 21(;05. y offices; see also Mos. 2.187, 292; P’r,qem 3}@;{
knoZVZQ :Su:‘r;; kmgs. were ant’),inted,.the promised future king whz)iw | (i:!
i :s zomtec_l one,” that is, “the Messiah,” where Messiah transl:

pes rth anointed; see comments on 1:41 and 12:3. o il
e, 5’ 17n2g7 ose who claimed power for themselves, see Josephus ¢
A 1-72; JW. 2.56); Simon of Perea (Ant. 17.273-76; J.W.

of Judea (4nt. 17.278). For those who exercised “tyranny:”m

of Gischala; and on S; ; ;
T4, Newbigin 76, | " O1oa of Gerasa, J. . 2.652; 4.508; 5.11; 7.32.

75' Rlddcrbog 216, ¥ SE 4 e
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cognize him until he i‘dentiﬁes himself anq Speaks words of comfort,
do not 1€ sence is not always discerned: he my
(<

; . st discloge himself in order to be
Jesus Pred And even though the storm ig apparently not stilled, the disciples
ecognlzfel'y to their destination.

rrive $

evening came, his disciples went dow
6:16 Whend started across the sea to Capernaum,
a boat, an had not yet come to them, 18 the gea
and JeS}‘Sd was blowing. 19 When they had been
great “_’lm they saw Jesus walking on the sea and
four miles, ere afraid. 20 And he said to them, “¢
and theyt}:’evy wanted to take him into the boat, but
i}lle;r E::lr:i to which they were going.

N to the sea, 17 got into
And when it wag dark#
8rew rough because 2
rowing about three or
drawing near the boat,
is I. Do not be afraid.”
at once the boat was at

: 3 laben de
ing both John 1:5 and 12:35, some mss (x D) r.ead kate
% Perhagstiji}iz:?kgness had overtaken them”), accenting the perilous character of
z sko
gimgzzc]i];lzs’ situation without Jesus.
e

i i that, at evening, the disciples
ccount begins with the note > %

[16-19] Tll;easea toward Capernaum, that it grew darkf and that “Jesus l:;lld
startedp them”: he had not rejoined them after withdrawing fromt : t:
notyet O Yet the comment indicates that althoug_h Jesus was ‘ab.seln oS
crowd (6: 14—.11]513(.)t remain so. John then sketches the p11gh'fd(-)1t§:ﬁtl.lel:1 lsigiteisoss
a time, he w1 Sl t across the sea under difficult co dit

i sence, to row .

they struggle%u]{ }.I es(‘;jrkiess the stormy sea, and the distance t.hat theil:::lv}:,l;;
(v 165408 lfasize the obstacles in the way of Je‘:suS beutlg P;Zd (v. 19):
hays ro.wed s Jesus does come to them, the disciples are en;ndee g
the disciples. When ho is walking across the sea to meet 'them.et e ,1 i
il I?Ot?k\l’lv(ilv; :zlould they expect Jesus or anyone else to me
ShOUIdt eY‘ (73

: ? : et : imple words “It
mict lake.identiﬁes himself to the disciples “:th El‘lleai;ll’]}lzranslates the
‘ LZO—ZI] Jesus es them, “Do not be afraid.” ‘It is I or st Ll h
is I” and ean’u,raghjch can be a simple way of 1dent1fym:g‘Wh0 bl
Greck eegici that he is the person isciples
hence, the blind m??ga;kg?vzl,;%gelsg;s, 8).77 Jesus thus reassures the discip
beg” with ego eimi (9:9; cf. 4:26;

jum = % of a Roman (or
S ; one stadium G;LSIM).
s % 30 stadia” out to sea; on ters (sce BDAG;

o The GRS about62255 (l;:oman, or 607 English feet= lgfulrx;;ems differ significantly
English) mile ~about 600 Greek, scau and Arav 246); these B T 1y 3 506). Rousseau
Today the lake is 8 by 13 “"tl:s m-m by 140 stadia (4.5 by ls‘;,aves of 67 feet. 20 LXX;
fom Josephus’s seport othe srindn b el RS, ael?” with ega eimi (2 Sam 2:20 1%
and Aray alsol(246) SSS"; Abner’s question, “Is it you, Asahel?

77. Asahel responds ’ R of John.”

MT, ‘angki). See Excursus 5: *“The ‘I Am’ Sayings



¢ apparition, but Jesus himself: since

that they have I Sflf:nf %l:l(t)sntozv uI/)l}:h them, they need ;mt l?e afraid,
longer absent. om God’frequently encourages h}S peop. e with the w
But in Seripture: nding them in the promise of his presence (
drgiey gm; God’s people are not to fear because G
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not be afrai
26:24; Isa 4
will be with
stormy sea can n(;)_s
i is anxious d1

:ir:)gnhot respond with wonde i
into the boat. For now, they‘ r'ec g
in their midst. Fuller recognition O

the resurrection (20:28).
John enigmatically repo
it is not clear whether Jesus

rts that the boat reaches the shore immediay
gets into the boat (cf. Matt 14:32; Mar
number of patristic commentators l?elieved that Jesgs does not Ce
immediately at its destination: a pf)lnt7 zt;hought to heighten th.e, lrac
acter of this event in John’s narrative. Others thought tha‘t, in ke i
divine nature, Jesus continues on the sea to the shore.”® Stlll otl?ers a

Jesus gets into the boat, demonstrating that Jesus’ presence w. h ’
ensures their safe arrival at their destination.®’ Following this .as

he brought them to their desired haven.” Like the psalmist, John desc
distress and trouble of God’s people on the sea, and then their arriv:
haven.®! Like Isaiah, John pictures Jesus as the Lord who is with hi
when they “pass through the waters” (Isa 43:2), who “makes a wa:
a path in the mighty waters” (43:16; Ps 77:19; cf. Job 9:8).

Curiously, given the potential of the Old Testament allusions
Jesus in terms of God’s own actions, John remains remarkhbfy
meaning of Jesus” walking across the sea. John does not call Je
the sea “a sign,” although like the signs it demonstrates God
those in need. But clearly, walking across the sea manifests Jesu

the one who is with his disciples in the most perilous of situatior
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Jesu.
is disciples; he will come t 145
pandon his ¢ ¢ to them (14:1 :
?heir Jestination (14:2-3). 8) and bring them safely to

6:22-34 Bread from Heaven

After eating their “fill of the loaves” (6:26),

bread, more miracles, more of what Jesus can
<ca, looking for mgrczl c;f wha;1 he has given th

When they find Jesus, he redirects their i i

Eiz}é that will feed them for eternal life. Everclll;zs‘:ht: g:ﬁizfam e il
for the living water that Jesus can give, not understanding that I?ewoman aSlfed
to her of the gift of the Spirit, so now the people ask for Jesus “alx o S,?eak{ng
them the “bread of God” that “comes down from heaven” and iv:z T’f o
world” (vv. 33-34). They are right to ask for it; but they do notgyet unld:rtsotz:hz
what Jesus wants to give them. That remains to be explained further. i

the people now want more: more
offer. They follow him across the
em earlier, bread that fed them for

(6:221 On the next day, the crowd that had remained on the other side of the
sea saw that there was no ot}'ler.boat there,? and that Jesus had not entered
the boat together with his disciples, but that only his disciples had gone
away. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had
eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd
saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into
the boats and went to Capernaum, looking for Jesus. 25 And when they
found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when
did you come here?”

16 Jesus answered them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you seek me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do
not work for the food that perishes, but rather for the abiding food that
gives eternal life, which® this Son of Man will give to you. For the Father,
God,® has set his seal on him.” 28 They said to him, “What should we do
in order to work the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the
work of God: believe in that one whom he sent.”

30 They said to him, “So what sign will you do, that we might see and
believe in you? What work will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate manna in
the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
32 Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses whg
gave you bread from heaven, but my Father is giving you the truedbl'ea
from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes dowp. Dol
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Lord, gIve US
this bread always.” el

e ST one
a. Lit., “no other boat there except one” (allo ouk én ekei ei mé hen), perhaps the

the disciples have used,



