Observational report

	Name: Child A
Date of birth: N/A. Approximately 2-3 years old.
Date of observation & time: 28/02/2024
Lesson/Subject: Nursery school

	Teacher/adult input:
Throughout the observation there were 3 significant interactions between child A and a teacher. The first interaction showed one of the teachers sitting down on the floor next to child A. They picked up some of the building blocks and a toy vehicle from the floor and showed child A what would happen when putting the vehicle on a sloped block.
In the next interaction child A approached the same teacher at a table and sat down amongst the other children. The teacher began showing child A and others how to build a circle using 4 puzzle piece like blocks. The teacher also asked the children to name the colours of the different blocks. In the last interaction we see child A approaching a different teacher. The teacher grabbed a jar of small toys, sat child A down at another table and scattered the toys on onto the table. The teacher proceeded to tell child A that the animals were dinosaurs and ask them what noise dinosaurs make and what colour the different dinosaurs were.


	What the child is expected to do:




	Support given:


	Child interactions with others:
At the beginning of the observation child A is sat alone on the floor playing with large blocks. After several minutes child A then decides to join another child playing with lego blocks. Child A can be seen adding intervening with the structure the other child is building however both children play together well, and no child becomes upset. Shortly after child A is playing with two other children and a teacher on the floor. The children appear to be mimicking how the teacher was playing. When the teacher because asking the children what shapes and colours the blocks were, child A and another child were both answering the teachers questions one by one. However, the third child in the situation seemed focussed on gaining the teachers attention and attempting to show then the toys they were playing with.


	Summary of strengths/difficulties:


	Provide an overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (APA essay style): 

According to Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive development, children go through several phases of intellectual development, each of which is distinguished by distinctly different ways of thinking. According to Piaget, these phases occur in a predetermined order and are universal, irrespective of individual characteristics or cultural context.
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