Formation of Chinese characters



Types of Chinese characters based on formation

* Pictograms

* Simple ideograms

* |[deogrammic compounds
* Pictophonetic characters



Xiang Xing

Pictograms (5. J¥ - form imitation)

* Words formed from things which can be drawn
(such as animals, a person, or objects, etc.)

* Roughly 600 Chinese characters are pictograms



Changes of Pictograms Pronunciation |Meaning
Q" @"@" : i H(ri) Sun
DD+ Y+ )~F Ayue) Moon
3> > oo+ G - H (m) Eye
" £+ X~ R "7k K (mi) Tree

éa->m > - L] 1li(shan) Mountain
S~ - 7K K (shui) water



../../2500个汉字FLASH/日.swf
../../2500个汉字FLASH/月.swf
../../2500个汉字FLASH/目.swf
../../2500个汉字FLASH/木.swf
../../2500个汉字FLASH/山.swf
../../2500个汉字FLASH/水.swf

What'’s the difference between the pictographic
characters and their modern version?

e - The characters are no longer imitations of
things they refer to, but in square forms;

* - The second is the soft lines have turned
solid strokes.



zhi shi
» Simple ideograms (f5 =¥ - indication)

* Simple ideograms express meaning by simple
symbols.

* Characters of this sort either add indicators to
pictographs to make new meanings, or illustrate
abstract concepts directly.






— shdang Up
N’ s
o~ X1d Down
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« &K(bén) ("root")

- a tree (/K mu) with the base
indicated by an extra stroke.

« K(mo) ("apex")
- the reverse of A\ (bén), a tree
with the top highlighted by an
extra stroke.
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hui i
* ldeogrammic compounds (£ & - "joined meaning")

* Inideogrammic compounds, two or more pictographic or
ideographic characters are combined to suggest a third
meaning.



First part Second part Character

{ (person) K(tree) R (rest)

K (wood) R (wood) F£(woods)
H (sun) H (moon) BA (bright)

A (person) A (person) M (follow)
*+-(grass) H (field) H (seedling)

& (grain) X (fire) & (autumn)

JU (hand) A (wood, bush) X (harvest)
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First part Second part Third part Character
R (wood) R (wood) K (wood) #x (forest)
K (wood) K (wood) X (fire) % Cburn)



../../2500个汉字FLASH/森.swf

xing shéng

* Pictophonetic characters (7% 7- "form and sound")

* Pictophonetic characters are made up by two parts: radical
(semantic element) and phonetic element

* 90% of Chinese characters are pictophonetic characters.



 Most often, the radical is on one side (often the left), while
the phonetic is on the other side (often the right),

mu

* Example: 7 (to wash one’s hair) =7 "water" + K "mu ".

A
N

e \

radical phonetic




Also common is for the semantic and phonetic elements to be
stacked on top of each other

cai
3¢ (vegetable, food) = H "plant" + 5% " cai .

radical —__ F l .
-
NY/

N

phonetic



More rarely, the phonetic may be placed inside the semantic,
yuan jie

asin |7 (garden) = [] "enclosure" + %=, or 1] = 1T "go,
movement" + =.

phonetic




* More complicated combinations also exist,
sheng
such as [}; (win)= 77 "strength" + Jik (zhén), where the semantic is
in the lower-right quadrant, and the phonetic is the other three

qguadrants.

SN/

phonetic

radical



radical phonetic character

Char. | Meaning Char. | Pron. Char. | Pron. | Meaning

7 water o |lin W lin |to pour

+ | grass XK |cai xE cai |vegetable

+ | grass o |ya 3 ya |bud

A | wood 7% | qido # | gido |bridge

H |sun T |dqing B | ging |[sunny

Z | woman 5 Ima JE] ma | mother
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