	Summary offences
	Either-way offences
	Indictable offences

	Examples: driving offences like speeding, common assault, assaulting a police officer
	Examples: theft, burglary, racially aggravated criminal damage, dangerous driving, assault occasioning actual bodily harm
	Examples: murder, robbery, rape, causing death by dangerous driving

	Only tried in Magistrates’ Court
	Can be tried by the Magistrates’ Court or the Crown Court
	Can only be tried in Crown Court

	Known as a summary trial
	Summary trial or a trial on indictment
	Known as a trial on indictment

	Case begins and ends in Magistrates’ Court
	Case starts in Magistrates’ Court
	Case starts in Magistrates’ Court

	There may be appeals to the Crown Court or Hugh Court
	Magistrates hold an allocation hearing (if defendant indicates a not guilty plea) to decide where trial should be held
	Magistrates send the case to the Crown Court for trial

	
	Trial will be in Magistrates’ Court or Crown Court
	Trial will be in the Crown Court

	
	May be appeals in the Crown Court, High Court or Court of Appeal
	May be appeals to the Court of Appeal


Categories of offences
