First 1000 words 
Introduction 
I am still in the research phase of my project.  
My first research area was to look into the amount of waste produced by the theatre industry each year. I have not been able to find specific statistics to back up my proposal at the moment, so I have drafted an email to send to theatres across Wales asking for their information. I will then analyse this to use as research. (I have researched and made a list of theatres to email and as soon as I have approval to send my email I will.)
I have started research into several puppetry areas including:
1. I have been looking into the history of puppetry. This is because from research I have done so far it seems that a key part of becoming a successful puppet designer is to have an in-depth understanding of the art.
2. I have started to look into different types of puppetry and analysing these to see which is the most practical to develop into a reusable design. I will then start to design ideas based on these styles.
3. I have started to look into puppetry in different cultures. From the research I have done so far it recommends looking into the different cultures to help develop an understanding of how each style of puppetry performs.
4. I have found some activities designed for beginner puppeteers that I will be exploring over December. These are designed to give you a better understanding of how puppets move, I will then use this to influence my designs.
My goal is to finish all of this research within the next couple of weeks (aiming for 12th December).

Where I’ll go next:
After finishing all of my initial research I want to start designing and developing my idea. This will include:
1. I want to have my first designs finished by the first week in January so that I can start construction on these over the 2 IP weeks at the start of term. This will then give me time to improve/develop my designs.
2. I want to create some mechanisms based on my research and hold a workshop over the Christmas holidays to get actors opinions on which is the most effective to work with. (I have contacted some actors from Bristol to look at this over the Christmas holidays.)
3. I will continue to research specific mechanisms as this is an area I still don’t feel comfortable with. I will then start constructing and experimenting.
4. I will look into how to make a technical drawing of my designs as this is something I will struggle with. 



Project synopsis
I have made a plan for the layout of my project 
	Name of paragraph:
	Details to include:

	Introduction
	· Introduce the project
· What I am researching
· Why I am researching
· What I hope to achieve 

	Sustainability
	· Sustainability in the theatre industry (What does it mean and why is it important?)
· How much used set/props/puppets end up in landfill
· How much does lack of storage affect waste
· Amount of material waste
· Current solutions/experiments 

	Brief overview of puppetry
	· Why I choose it
· Why is it important
· Why is it used in our industry
· Inspirational puppetry 

	History of puppetry
	· First origins
· Famous puppeteers
· Key developments in history
· Modern puppets

	Puppetry in different cultures
	· Puppetry around the world
· Design influences

	Different types of puppetry
	· Research into the different types
· Which type is the most sustainable 
· Analysis of which types I would like to look into that I can make reusable
· Which is the most affordable 
· Which is the most lifelike

	Other puppetry areas
	· How do different types stages (e.g.in the round) affect the style of puppetry 
· Explore activities from beginner puppeteer book

	Different mechanisms 
	· After narrowing down the reusability look into specific mechanisms
· Which ones can I make reusable
· Create an analysis form which could include questions like: which one is the strongest/long lasting/effective/lifelike etc
· Conclusion about which ones to explore further
· Hold a workshop about different types/which mechanism to use

	First designs
	· First designs for my own puppet
· Get feedback
· Record my progress
· Evaluation of my designs
· Test group

	Refined designs
	· Evaluate
· Get feedback 
· Try to create final mechanism

	Evaluation 
	· Evaluate my idea
· Use 5 question submission task to help

	Presentation 
	· Plan out
· Create feedback forms
· Write about presentation in evaluation



Collaboration 
Collaboration is an area of my proposal that I need to develop. I need to do some more research into what type of collaboration is needed for the module to give me the best result. Collaboration so far:
1. I am going to be using the puppet I design in a short film with my peers Janice and Rob. This film will be a showcase of all 3 of our IP ideas. So far, we have agreed on the story and the setting. Due to major project, we have not made a filming schedule yet, but we will meet again in the new year and hope to film early 2026.
2. I have spoken to the Theatre Green Book about the statistics for the of materials wasted from the theatre industry each year. They weren’t able to help me with those statistics, but they gave me some information about where else to look. I will contact them again about advice for puppetry. 
3. I have contacted the puppeteer Steve Allen who has worked in puppetry for over 40 years. I have asked him for advice about puppetry in general and about sustainability. I have not received a reply yet. 
4. I have spoken in person and contacted via email FurriFingers, the puppet shop in town. They have said they will be able to help me out with advice and materials. They are currently working on a project to make a puppet out of only recycled materials which I could research to help the sustainability aspect of my puppet.
5. I have drafted 2 emails that I will send out to puppeteers and theatre companies as soon as I have approval. This will be for advice about puppetry and sustainability.
6. I have spoken to Dave about using the 3D printer, I will be speaking to him about this in more detail in the first week of January.  
7. I have contacted my local theatre company in Bristol, they were not able to help me with puppetry but they are going to send me some people to contact.
Evaluation
So far, I am happy with how my progress is going. I wanted to be a bit further along with my research, however due to becoming more involved in major project I have had less time. I have a clear plan for where I want to be at the start of January. 

