Learning in the digital era

Assignment 1 – Task 1A

Produce a written summary on essential skills for study and employment 
Approx. 250 words with supporting references and supporting images 
4/5 sources – 1 online source, 1 credible e-book and 1 credible journal article, 1 AI source. 


There are many skills in modern day that are essential for personal development and growth. Many employers and education providers desire certain attributes that not everyone possesses. 

I believe that communication skills are one of the most important skills an individual can hold. As explained by Swain [1], “How clearly you put across your ideas and your ability to listen to others is an important skill for any job hunter to demonstrate. Employers will be keen to see how you build rapport, persuade and negotiate.” This emphasises the importance of being able to converse between colleagues or fellow students.

Another crucial skill is critical thinking according to generative AI [2], “It’s the foundation for understanding, analysing, and synthesizing information effectively.” Being able to scrutinize and analyse your own work allows you to improve and develop the standard of your work. Ultimately leading to better understanding and further personal development.

Being in the year 2025 the ability to operate a computer is more desirable than ever. As explained on Indeed [3] “digital competency skills”, being able to navigate a computer will put you ahead in comparison to people who do not hold this ability. Furthermore, it will also allow you to expand your knowledge at the click of a button.

In conclusion I believe that these 3 skills are the three most essential skills for education and employment. Holding the ability to communicate and converse well, as well as to critical think whilst having a degree of digital skills will allow you to succeed in both education and employment.
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