Chapter 3: Research Methodology 
3.1 Introduction
By investigating both public attitudes and police officers’ own experiences, the research study aimed to establish whether corruption is a systematic issue or largely a matter of perception shaped by isolated incidents across the United Kingdom. In simpler terms, the research explored the extent to which corruption exists within policing and whether police practices are perceived by the public as fair, which is of great importance. This chapter outlines the research methodology used to investigate the proposed research question: “An examination of perceived and Actual Corruption within Modern Policing in the United Kingdom”. The purpose of this chapter overall is to justify the methodological approach used to collect data and demonstrate how it contributed appropriately to addressing the research question. This chapter explains the research strategy, the methods used to collect and analyse data, limitations and problems associated with the chosen approach and ethical considerations. 
3.2 Research Strategy 
The research strategy for this study was based on a quantitative approach via surveys presented using social media platforms. Saunders et al (2019) states that survey strategies are useful in the use of research aiming to gather quantifiable data that can be analysed to identify patterns within a population. Another positive of a survey research strategy is anonymity, which can improve response accuracy when addressing sensitive topics Babbie (2016, p.254). A quantitative research approach felt appropriate in enabling the measurement of both public and police officers’ perceptions on policing and corruption in a measurable and structured manner. Responding anonymously via a survey was another element that felt important during the research process, strengthening the reasoning for the use of surveys. Providing anonymity encouraged participants to provide honest responses without fear of repercussions, considering the sensitive nature of corruption within policing. The Office for National Statistics (2016) states that the recommended sampling target for a survey in the United Kingdom (UK) involves a sample size that is large enough to ensure that the results are applicable to the wider audience. The research is based within the UK and aimed to collect responses from both the public sector and police officers, however the response in such a short time will not be large enough to ensure the results are applicable to the wider audience. However, the results via the sampling target ensure an insight to corruption perspectives in the United Kingdom and how these could further be adapted in other research to target the wider audience. The sampling approach used is purposeful sampling to represent the population groups of both the public sector and police officers. Purposeful sampling is advantageous due to requiring less resources and time (Stratton, 2024) which was an essential element as part of this research. Sampling size used included approximately 50-100 participants, considering a time disadvantage and ensuring that data can be collected and analysed within a limited time frame. The aim of 50-100 responses would still sufficient quantitative data to identify trends regarding the research question, even if the findings could not be interpreted across a wider audience. 

3.3 Data Collection and Analysis
The collection of primary data was used in the data collection process, via a survey created through Google Docs and available via social media platforms. The Survey included a combination of Likert scale questions and multiple-choice questions, designed to gather measurable responses. Quantitative data ensures consistency and reliability, allowing the objective analysis of data collected to inform conclusions and predictions (Sehwail, 2026). This defends that quantitative data is appropriate and enabled the data collected to be analysed to provide a conclusion and prediction of the perception of corruption within the UK police force from both the public and police forces’ perspective. The data was analysed using quantitative data analysis techniques. The survey responses were be organised and analysed using statistical tools and platforms such as Microsoft Excel to create percentages via the use of numbers, graphs to visually present the findings and to identify trends in the data. 
3.4 Limitations and Potential Problems 
There are potential limitations and problems in the collection of this data. Firstly, the collection of data is has limitations due the nature of the research and question proposed. Responding to a survey in relation to corruption in the police force may influence some responses. Babbie (2016, p.404) states that sensitive research topics can increase the likelihood of social desirability bias, therefore important to consider when analysing responses. The collection of data is secondly limited due to the short time-scale available to collect and analyse data, as per submission dates. The process of data collection covers only 2-3 months, therefore a limitation to the amount and the depth of data collected. The sample population being 50-100 is also a limitation, however, was concluded as appropriate in line with the timeframe available to collect data due to submission deadlines. The sample size limits the the ability to generalise findings across a wider audience, however, is suitable for the purpose of dissertation. 

3.5 Ethical Considerations 
Bryman (2016) states that research ethical considerations aim to ensure participants are treated with respect and that research processes do not cause harm. In the process of collecting research, ethical principles were followed and considerations were in place. Participants were kept anonymous and were aware that responses remained anonymous. At the start of the survey, there was a disclaimer included to ensure participants are aware of the contents of the survey and support services were included if required, to ensure no harm was caused by the use of survey question and responses provided.  Confidentiality was ensured by correctly storing and processing data that was collected, in accordance with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR).  
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