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Supporting Children in an Educational Setting Whilst Respecting the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
The objective of this paper is to provide practitioners with an introduction into how the UNCRC underpins the way in which practitioners support all children in an educational setting.

An Introduction to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1989 the UNCRC was established. However, Eglantyne Jebb, founder of Save the Children, wrote the initial declaration on child rights in 1923 (Save the Children, no date). The UK government complies with the rights of the child by using them to underpin new policies or legislation and to amend existing policies or legislation. Schools should therefore adhere to and respect these rights (Department for Education, 2014). The Children’s Commissioner for Wales states that the first country in the UK to incorporate the rights of the child into domestic law is Wales (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, no date).

Article 12 Children have the right to express their opinions regarding issues that concern them. Adults should listen and take children seriously (Unicef, no date, a).
   Children should be listened to and given opportunities to share their ideas and express their opinions. Children should be responded to and practitioners should inform the child about how their input has been used to show that their contribution is valued (Young Wales, 2016).  
   Similarly, Alexander (2008, cited in Hattie, 2012, p. 74) states that some of the vital attributes of a dialogic classroom are being reciprocal and supportive by sharing and exploring opinions and ideas to engage in proper conversation. Paraphrasing what the child has said, to improve it for the benefit of others, helps and enables children to be less fearful of making mistakes which encourages the confidence to engage in conversation. 
   For those who struggle to communicate the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) can be used to support them to communicate. This gives the individual a voice when they cannot fully communicate verbally often due to Speech, Language and Communication Needs, Autism or language barriers. PECS supports the development of language and social skills (Integrated Treatment Services, no date).   
   The new ALN act states that learners with additional learning needs should be involved in planning processes; as should their parents/carers (Welsh Government, 2017).  
   Various sources state that children have the right to express their opinions under article 12 of the UNCRC (Unicef, no date, a) (Save the Children, no date). However, the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland points out that children should have the option to voice their opinions, but they are not obliged to give an opinion if they do not wish to (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, no date).   
  
Article 15 Children have the right to meet with friends and join groups and clubs (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, no date). This right must not affect the rights of other children (Save the Children, 2003).
   The social development skill set of the foundation phase framework supports this article by stating that children should have opportunities to make friends, take part in group work and play at ease. It also places a huge emphasis on developing positive relationships. These opportunities should promote respect, tolerance, confidence around others and develop a sense of belonging (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 10).   
   Practitioners should work with children to ensure they are acting in a safe manner whilst undertaking activities that give the child the chance to work with their peers (Young Wales, 2016).    
   As part of Wales’ new curriculum, which will be implemented in schools by 2022, the four core purposes state that children will “become ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the World” (Welsh Government, 2019) who learn “to interact with others within different social situations” (Welsh Government, 2019) through various experiences and opportunities.   
   Isaacs (2013, p. 45-50) states that play is of huge importance and that the challenges play presents has a massive effect on a child’s social development. The various types of play are described as having enormous benefits including physical health, happiness, fewer anxieties and overall development (Isaacs, 2013).   
   Severn Primary School’s behaviour policy states that if a child repeatedly hurts others physically, uses unkind words towards peers or fails to respect others they should be removed from the class if other sanctions have been unsuccessful. This shows how one school ensures the rights of their pupils are protected (Severn Primary School, 2016).  
  
Article 23 Extra provisions should be in place for children with disabilities of any description to support them in leading a full life and gain independence (Welsh Government, 2016).
   As with the SEN (special educational needs) code of practice the new additional learning needs (ALN) and education tribunal (Wales) bill also includes those with disabilities. One of the aims of the bill is to protect the rights of ALN children and young people (Welsh Government, 2017).  
   The foundation phase framework states that social barriers should be diminished. The school or setting has a duty to ensure the environment is inclusive and provisions should be implemented to ensure children with disabilities can access the curriculum (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 5).  
   Schools are obliged to make adjustments within reason to accommodate disabled children. If an educational setting discriminates against a child with a disability the school is acting unlawfully (Gov.uk, no date).   
   Practitioners should support the individual needs of children and young people through opportunities whilst also ensuring they are being treated without discrimination (Young Wales, 2016).  

Article 29 Every child has the right to an education which supports them reaching their full potential whilst learning to respect the differences between themselves and others and respecting everyone's rights (Welsh Government, 2016).
   Unicef states that children should be supported in preparing to become ethical citizens who respect cultural diversity and gender equality (Unicef, no date).  
 Professor Donaldson suggests that the four core purposes of the new curriculum for Wales should be supported by “six Areas of Learning and Experience” (Welsh government, 2015, a, p. 5) (AOLE) which includes Humanities. When talking about the new curriculum, Nicky Hagendyk describes the humanities AOLE as being made up of five subjects including Religious Education, History and Geography. This will support the teaching of equality which can be incorporated into topic work or projects (Welsh Government, 2019, a).   
   For ALN children an individual development plan (IDP) should be produced which states what will be done to support the child or young person to achieve realistic outcomes (Welsh Government, 2017, p 3).   
   Reggio Emilia is a child-led approach that focuses on individuals being creative and expressive in their own way by using a multitude of resources through experiential learning opportunities to help them realise their full potential (Reggio Children, no date).   
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