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Introduction

In this assignment I will make research on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) as Moodle. Speaking about Moodle, it is a platform for virtual learning for students as for teacher too. The purpose of Moodle is to extend and tailoring environment by using online communication sources and sharing any informative Information around the world easily and quickly. Nowadays, most of the schools, universities, and any learning institution are using this platform for sharing homework, lesson activities, assignment submission with their students because of our issue with Covid-19. According to my opinion, it has a good impact in nowadays as it helps us to stay connected with our learning. In my report I will try to compare and see what others thinks about Moodle.






Literature review

According to the Costello, E. (2015) saying that Moodle (VLE) has a good purpose applied in teaching foreign languages to students of higher educational institutions. It is important to be knowledgeable that sources of communication environment play a significant role in the realization of mixed learning since the organization of educational process is impossible without it. The author’s conclusion came to that using Moodle for online learning (using Moodle platform for sharing informative information to the students) is ideally suitable for efficient mixed learning performance. Me, being agreed with his article because it is suitable for every student or someone who wants to learn something new in their foreign language without any issues.

According to Badia, A. (2019) and his article ‘Perceptions of the use of Moodle Activities and their learning impact in Secondary education’ being agreed that Moodle has become popular worldwide in all levels of education. He did his own survey, and He collected the data from 132 teachers in 43 secondary schools in Catalonia (Spain). Considering teachers' individual Information, frequency of use of Moodle activities and perceptions of how the use of Moodle impacts learning. Then, he made a comment following his survey collected data, that teachers suggest that assignment, database (creation and sharing Information tool), quiz (assessment tool), forum (communication tool), glossary (collaboration tool), lesson, and external tools are the most used tools by teachers and this modern way of providing lesson to students is the main perceived learning impact. 

According to Costa, C. (2012) describing a study carried out at the University of Aveiro in Portugal. Mentioning the use of Moodle e-learning platform by analyses the performance and tools of Moodle platform and their use by the students. The data was collected based on content analysis and a questionnaire where 278 students was asked to participate. The results showed that Moodle (VLE) has an immense potential in learning industry. However, students admitted the importance of the use of other performers of Moodle in order to promote it. Saying that nowadays is impossible to not think about learning and teaching process without Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) as it is involved in all processes as collection data, processing of Information and knowledge etc. It plays an important part in education sphere, having a certain purpose in the instructional component, supported by Learning Management System (LMS), such as Moodle. Capable to explore a lot of new methods on teaching and learning things. She mentioned the activities, module, and the description to all of them. Some of them are organisation (lesson), delivery (assignments), communication (chats and forums), assessment (choice, quiz, and survey). Describing them, organisation stands for a set of ordered topics summarising the instructional materials and allow the access via a link. Delivery stands for allowing teachers to collect the work from students. Communication is a tool where students and teachers can exchange their ideas or any other opinion. Choice and quiz are the tools which allow the teacher to ask the students different questions by receiving diverse types of answers. Survey allows the teacher to gather feedbacks from students about any topics. According to the classification above the Moodle is characterised by a set of functionalities separated in two different classes: module and resources. Resources are providing instructional materials and they are usually created in digital formats and then uploaded to Moodle. This such of resources are PowerPoint, Word, Excel, flash animations etc. Modules are parts created via Moodle in purpose that students and teachers to able to get in contact easily and sharing the information needed. In conclusion to this article, I would like to say that Moodle is extremely useful in nowadays and reading this article I could say that I am not alone who thinks the same. This article confirms my words.




Aims and Objectives 

My aims of writing about this topic are to pass the module and gaining my knowledge to be a professional worker in my sphere and of course to be a successful person.

My objectives for achieving the aims are to be active during the lessons, reading books apart from university stuff, ask questions and doing research by myself. These objectives are going to help me to reach the top.





Methodology

4.1 Data Classification 

Qualitative research is the process of getting the data, information, or surveys without involving any numerical data. This way of getting the data is used to understand the people deeper about how they are really feeling about it.

Quantitative research is the process of gathering the information and analysing the numerical data to describe. The aim of this research is to help us with decision making.

Primary data refers to the firsthand person who gathered the data by himself through direct efforts and experience, mentioning for the purpose of expressing his research problem.

Secondary data refers to the data which was already collected by someone else earlier and you can use it easily as a second hand.

4.2 Data collection 

We were requiring to generate some questions by lecturer that being for our assignment. Then, we had to pick 4 of them must be closed ended, 2 scale type and 2 open ended. Questions were written on Microsoft form given by lecturer and sent to online students for getting data. After, the data were collected by lecturer, and it was provided to us as excel sheet with their answers.

4.3 Sample and Sample size

There were 12 students in total, and every student had to answer to 8 questions which was given by us.




Results and Analysis

5.1 Primary Data Analysis

In this section, primary data collected by me. I will go through every question in detail by analysing them. I will represent them via Excel’s charts and tables aiming to express in a more understandable way the results of questions.

Q1. Do you find useful resources on Moodle? 

	 YES
	            12

	 NO
	             0
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Q1. According to the pie chart and results I analysed for the first question, we can see that 100% of students are strongly agreed that resources on Moodle are useful.


Q2. Do you find Moodle hard to use?

	YES
	            2

	 NO
	           10
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Q2. According to the pie chart for question 2, we can see that 83% of students are good to use Moodle and they are not struggling to use it but another 17% of students are struggling to use it which means the lecturer or IT service must do some extra explanation for them to help them.


Q3. Did you find Moodle as an interesting (VLE) to support your studies?

	YES
	          12

	 NO
	           0
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Q3. According to the pie chart for question 3, we can see that 100% of students are agreed that Moodle is an effective way to support their studies and it is an interesting way as well. That means that improvements of helping students to study is going to the right way. 

Q4. Would you recommend Moodle to other students from a different university in case they did not know about it?

	YES
	          12

	 NO
	           0
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Q4. According to the pie chart for the question 4, we can see that 100% of students are ready to recommend the Moodle with someone else in purpose to help them with their studies.


Q5. How would you describe your experience using Moodle? (In a scale of 1- 5 is extremely satisfying)

	     1
	     2
	     3
	     4
	    5

	     0
	     0
	     4
	     3
	    5
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Q5. According to the bar chart for question 5, we can see different kind of answers where 5 students answered that their experience was extremely satisfying and other 7 students was less satisfied than another 5 students, that means there are some improvements which needs to be done.

Q6. How likely are you to recommend Moodle to your friend? (Where 1 is not recommended and 5 is fully recommended?).

	     1
	     2
	     3
	     4
	    5

	     0
	     0
	     3
	     4
	    5
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Q6. According to the bar chart for the question 6, we can see that 7 students are less likely to recommend Moodle to someone else than another 5 student which are strongly likely to recommend it. 

Q7. How did Moodle help you in your academic study? (Write in a few words).
 According to the students' answers most of them said that Moodle helped them as it has a lot of resources which helped them to write their assignments and it easy to access. Some of them said that is useful as they can recap lesson which they missed and helping them to regain the knowledge. But there are always improvements which can be done.

Q8. Explain the useful section of Moodle. (Write in a few words).

According to the students’ answers there are various kinds of questions where the most popular section is library and the easiest access to the tasks/lesson's information added by lecturers which can viewed as many times as you wish.

5.2 Secondary data analysis

According to the secondary data ‘’ Impact of Moodle usage practices on students’ performance in the context of a blended learning environment’’ made by Filippidi, Tselios and Komis (2010) where they analysed the students’ activeness with Moodle. In addition, finding out how students form their goals, which strategies they follow and how they adapt to the new learning environment given. For their research, they recorded 86435 users of Moodle where most of the students expressed a high usage of Moodle during their studies. Regarding to the students' performance 11.96% failed to pass the lesson 8.54% received a passing degree and 27.45% received an excellent grade out of 117 students. That indicates that students who used Moodle more intensively and more frequently also received a higher grade. According to the results obtained, all students had to access Learning material in order to gain some initial understanding.




Discussion 

The result of this research is to better understand how students react to the VLE as Moodle, and to finding out the sections are more useful for them. Looking above, we can see that most of students are satisfied to use Moodle for their studies. In fact, I can prove my words using my primary data analysis (5.1) where we can see those 12 students out of 12 are saying that they are finding Moodle useful for them (5.1, Q1) and they are strongly confident to recommend it to someone else in purpose to help them to gain their knowledge (5.1, Q4). According to my primary data analysis (5.1, Q7) I asked students to answer me ‘’ how did Moodle help them in their academic study’’ and they answered that there are a lot of resources available to everyone regarding to their course or topics. It is easy to upload their works in the assignment section, easy to find books, useful links, module slides available to check the previous classes and upcoming ones, and you are able to connect from everywhere. Beside these answers, there are some of them which must be improved or fixed like information is not up to date sometimes and it is enabled to research topics in more depth. Yes, there always needs to be done some improvements to catch up the students' requirements but let us keep a look to my research where we can see that 10 students out of 12 are strongly agreed that Moodle is effective for studying in our nowadays. 




Conclusion

In conclusion, I would like to say that all the research has been done carefully for obtaining these results which you can see above. In addition, I collected primary data that has helped me to generate numerical data regarding the project and presenting them via Excel’s charts. As well, I would like to say that this research helped me to understand the purpose of Moodle and even to read others' opinions and facts. It was worth it to understand the importance of VLE.

Appendix 1. Questionnaire 
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Questionnaire

The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) — Moodle on students’ learning
experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.

This survey is conducted as part of a research project for Digital Skills and
Research Methods (BMSW 4003) ¢

Student Name: Vladislav Suhari Student ID: 2112911
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods (SFTW) Group:___BMSW4003_

Please answer the following questions:

Question 1: Do you find useful resources on Moodle?

1. Yes
2. No

Question 2: Do you find Moodle hard to use?

1. Yes
2.No

Question 3: Did you find Moodle as an interesting (VLE) to support your studies?

1. Yes
2.No

Question 4: Would you recommend Moodle to other students from a different university in
case they did not know about it?

1. Yes
2.No

Question 5: How would you describe your experience using Moodle? (In a scale of 1- 5 is
extremely satisfying)




