OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 
· 26/09/2022
· 10-11am
· Year 5

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· AoLE: Mathematics & Numeracy PS3
· Core Purpose: Ambitious, Capable Learners
· Learning Intention: Multiply whole numbers by 0.5, 0.2, 0.1; Multiply numbers and decimals by a multiple of 10; Multiply numbers and decimals by 10 and 100.
The lesson was taking part within the classroom. There was a total of 29 students within the class. The students were split across 4 groups also of mixed ability. The class teacher (Teacher X) was completing a plenary, with examples of similar questions they would be completing independently. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Teacher X was engaged with the whole class, completing various questions linking to the learning intentions of the lessons. Teacher X was completing a lesson introduction, going through 20 questions on the interactive whiteboard, and inviting students to participate and answer. During the introduction, Teacher X could see there was a selection of students who were not as confident in answering or understanding the method or concept of the questions and noted these students. Before handing out worksheets, Teacher X offered these students the opportunity to work together with her in a small group, in order to run through the method and reasoning behind each question. The other students were able to work on their desks independently. There were 3 worksheets available, increasing in difficulty as you progress through them (Coch, Oren & Gwyrdd). Teacher X worked through worksheet Coch with the smaller group, ensuring they felt confident in answering the questions. If the students were competent and confident, they were invited to try the next worksheet of increasing difficulty. 

The following day:
Upon arrival students are tasked with completing mental math’s problems within their workbooks during registration. Teacher X plans these accordingly on a weekly basis. Due to the class not understanding the previous days lesson and not achieving the learning intention, Teacher X decided to revisit similar problems they faced the previous day in order to scaffold and build upon the knowledge. Prior to completing this task however, the students were required to complete a physical activity in order to regulate themselves in preparation for learning. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Assessment for Learning and Teaching
Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy 
Forgetting curve of new information
J B Watson – Accuracy Recall 
Geoff Petty – EDUCARE
Constructivist approach to teaching 
Effects of physical activity on academic performance
Cognitive science in education

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Session just before break, the students may begin to feel hungry or lethargic
· The students may need a brain-break between the 2 morning sessions in order to focus
· 1 student within class has ALN. She walks around the classroom and is able to leave at any point to visit a drop-in class. This may cause distraction to the other students within class. 




































Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
· 27/09/2022
· 11-12
· Year 5

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· AoLE: Literacy, Languages & Communicaiton (Story Writing)
· Core Purpose: Enterprising, Creative Contributors 
The students were following on from a project they have been working on over the past few months. They had re-written fairytales, modyfying components within the story. Students were encouraged to work independently, handwriting their completed stories onto paper in preparation to read their stories to students form KS1 & Foundation Learning. The lesson was taking part within the classroom. There was a total of 29 students within the class. The students were split across 4 groups also of mixed ability.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the students’ independent work time, a student (Student Y) was showing signs of disinterest and was disengaged. The class teacher (Teacher X) reminded Student Y multiple times to stay on task and to remain focused. After reminding Student Y multiple times and still having no positive responses, Teacher X spoke with Student Y 1:1 to discover if there were any underlying issues. It was uncovered that Student Y had not accessed breakfast club in the morning and did not have breakfast before leaving home. Teacher X gave Student Y some fresh fruit and gave them the opportunity to eat it away from their work desk. Once Student Y finished their fruit, they were then encouraged to rejoin the lesson. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· The effects of hunger on concentration
· The effects of breakfast club on school attendance and achievement
· Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Quiet environment
After break time
Independent working








Record 3
	Date and time, year group:
· 28/09/2022
· 11-12
· Year 5

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· AoLE: Languages, Literacy & Communication (Story Writing)
· Core Purpose: Enterprising, Creative Contributors 
The students were following on from a project they have been working on over the past few months. They had re-written fairytales, modyfying components within the story. Students were encouraged to work independently, handwriting their completed stories onto paper in preparation to read their stories to students form KS1 & Foundation Learning. The lesson was taking part within the classroom. There was a total of 29 students within the class. The students were split across 4 groups also of mixed ability.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Student H completed her story writing activity. She showed the class teacher (Teacher X) and asked if she was allowed to go and show her work to the head-teacher, as she was incredibly proud of the work she had completed. Teacher X agreed to this and let Student H go to the head-teacher’s office independently. When Student H came back, she had been given a head-teacher’s sticker award on both her jumper and at the bottom of her work in her book. She was ecstatic with this achievement and could not wait to show Teacher X and the class LSA. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


Operant Conditoning (B. F. Skinner)
Behavioursit approach to learning
Motivation and learning


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













