In recent years, much information has been made available about judges, as the Ministry of Justice (and its predecessors, such as the Lord Chancellor’s Office and the Department of Constitutional Affairs) have sought to improve the image of the judiciary. You are required to access the following website www.judiciary.gov.uk to locate the biographies of the senior judiciary and then complete the tasks that follow.  On the website, look in KEY FACTS and then under biographies!


Task 1:  Biographies of the senior judiciary


· Briefly read the biographies of the senior judges to identify the trends

Are they male or female?


Where were they educated?  






How old are they?



Can you identify any other trends?


















Task 2: Judicial Diversity? Numbers of women and ethnic minority judges

Using the same website locate judicial statistics and identify the number of ethnic minority judges and the number of women judges in senior judicial posts.

	House of Lords

	Total Number of Judges

	Women

	Ethnic Minority

	
	
	

	Heads of Division

	Total Number of Judges

	Women

	Ethnic Minority
	
	Ethnic Minorities


	

	

	


	Court of Appeal

	Total Number of Judges

	Women

	Ethnic Minority

	
	
	

	High Court

	Total Number of Judges

	Women

	Ethnic Minority 

	
	Ethnic Minorities


	
	
	

	District Judges


	Total Number of Judges

	Women

	Ethnic Minority

	
	
	


What do these figures reveal about the diversity of the judiciary?  



Based on your reading, what reasons can you give for these figures?




Task 3:  Who are our Judges? : The Composition of the Judiciary
· Based on the biographies you have read and the statistics you have identified, which of the following words do you think best apply to the judiciary?  Circle your choices

Old    		Young    	White    	Ethnic Minority   	Male    Female   Middle Class   	Upper Middle Class    Upper Class   Working Class    Privately Educated  		Educated in the State Sector		In touch with society	Out of touch with society		Snooty		Grey Haired	                                                                                                                                                               
Wigs		Robes		Intelligent		Eccentric 	Elderly  Crusty Remote	Hip		Sensible	conservative	liberal Pompous Down to earth  	 Young

Task 4: Consider why are our judges from similar backgrounds?


Read the following extract: 

“It is not surprising that the people who are appointed to the Bench come from strikingly similar backgrounds to the judges who are consulted over appointments.  The effects of the self replication in terms of ethnicity and gender are well known.  Women and minority lawyers are more likely to be found amongst those groups of lawyers outside the elite chambers.  It is not surprising therefore that women still make up just under 14 per cent and minority lawyers 2 per cent of judges and 8 per cent and 3 per cent of silk respectively.  The figures in relation to silk are particularly important since this, in practice, remains the pool from which the senior judiciary is recruited, despite the fact that advocacy is not a selection criterion for judicial office.  This lack of diversity is particularly marked at the top end of the judiciary.  Since 1997…..no minority lawyer has been appointed above the circuit bench, only 3 women have been appointed to the High Court and 2 to the Court of Appeal.  We are still waiting for the first woman to be appointed to the Law Lords.”

Kate Malleson, 2002.  

· Note that this was written in 2002 and the situation has now improved slightly - Lady Hale is the first female Law Lord. 

Why does the author argue that it is not surprising that the judiciary are from similar backgrounds?




Why are women and ethnic minorities under represented amongst the judiciary?




Are the judiciary representative of society?  Should the judiciary reflect the society it serves?   Do you think that the background of the judiciary affect their ability to ‘judge?’  Give reasons for your answer.
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