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Research Methodology


The last chapter was the literature review which has highlighted some of the literature that was found on the impacts, both positive and negative on the removal of the defence of reasonable punishment on children in Wales.  

This chapter is called the research methodology.  Sileyew (2020) explains methodology as the path which researchers need to conduct their research.  Researchers show their problem along with their objective and proceed to explain how they will obtain their data.  (Sileyew, 2020). 

The reason for undertaking this research is because this new law is relatively new in Wales and on reflection of the literature review, it would seem that there are gaps in the literature in relation to what impacts will take place for both parent and child if the parent is to be criminalised through physical punishment.  

As this is a new legislation in Wales, the objective of this research is to gather data from parents, police officers and other members of the public to see what their views are on this new law and how they think it will affect parents and children, and to further establish if there are other alternatives other than criminalising parents.  

Research Strategy.

I have decided to distribute a questionnaire for my research.  I have chosen this method as I hope to obtain data that I can measure.  This method also allows me to target larger participants.  Furthermore, this method is also cost effective.  I plan on distributing the questionnaire via email and by using social media platforms.  Along with this, it aids in helping my participants stay anonymous if they wish to do so.  

I intend to sample my target audience by sending the questionnaire via email to my work colleagues as they are all police officers, and I would like their views to be in my research as one of the agencies who deal with the outcomes of the new law.  I will then use social media platforms to gain the views of parents and other members of the public.  Social media and email allow me to target large audiences in a short amount of time.  

Data Collection.

The data that I am looking to collect will be mainly quantitative data. 

Quantitative research collects numerical data and analyses it using statistical methods.  It is used to identify patterns of human behaviour and to make predictions.  (Mcleod, 2023). 

Qualitative research collects data that is non-numerical, for example, sounds, images and words.  This explores opinions and attitudes.  (Mcleod, 2023). 

During the data collection, I will be hoping to retrieve mostly quantitative data, however some of the questions that I will be asking will have a qualitative element to the response.  


Data analysis 

When the data is collected, I will display the results in the form of graphs and pie charts.  Quantitative data will be easy to display in these types of charts due to the numeric aspect to it.  These will consist of results from closed questions that will be asked in the questionnaires. 

Mcleod (2023) explains that statistics help turn quantitative data into useful information to help with decision making.  Statistics are used to break down our data. The research is used to test a theory and proceed with supporting it or rejecting it.  

 Any qualitative data I retrieve may also be placed in these graphs but will also be discussed through language.  This is useful as it can show accurate descriptions of problems and causes.  Qualitative data is forever creative.  A researcher is not left with mountains of endless data and will find it easier to write up the findings.  A way of making sense of the data is to use thematic analysis which is an approach that recognises implicit or explicit ideas from within the data.  (Mcleod, 2023). 

Limitations and potential problems.

During the research and collecting the data, Taherdoost, (2022), has identified problems and limitations that I will come across along the way.  As I will be focusing on more quantitative data collection, a disadvantage would be, being able to collect the participants thoughts and feelings.  This is due to the questions that are posed to them being targeted at gaining statistics, so the majority of questions will be closed questions, which will mean it will be difficult in gaining deep and in detail responses. Another difficulty would occur when retrieving the data as this could be time consuming when having to add up the results.  Alternatively, there may be another problem of the sampling size, there could be issues gaining participants therefore resulting in not being able to obtain enough data.    (Taherdoost, 2022). 

As mentioned previously, I do intend to put a couple of questions in the questionnaire that will be more of a qualitative data response.  The problems that may arise here is that the participants may not want to answer these questions as they are more time consuming than the closed questions they have already been answering.  This will also be more time consuming when analysing the results.  
 
Summary

This chapter was about the research methodology of the dissertation.  Research methodology was explained as being the path in which researchers have to take to be able to conduct their research.  It has then gone on to explain the reasons for this research, which was due to the research subject being a relatively new legislation in Wales and to gain the views of the public about this new law. 

This chapter has then looked at the research strategy where it has been explained that the research will be carried out by distributing a questionnaire via email and social media.  Furthermore, it has illustrated that I will be looking at more quantitative data rather than qualitative, however, I will have a small quantity of qualitative data included.  An explanation of the difference between quantitative and qualitative research has been discussed.  It has then proceeded to explain that the analysis of the data will be displayed via graphs. 

Finally, it has discussed the limitations and the problems that may arise along the way.  
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