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In 1984, Margaret Thatcher warned of the threat posed to British society by what she called “the enemy within.” Which individuals or social groups do you think Thatcher had in mind, and in what ways did state authorities seek to redress their supposed threat?

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk174186471][image: PHOTOS: Margaret Thatcher - Britain's Iron Lady]Margret Thatcher, ‘The Iron Lady’,[footnoteRef:1] was the controversial Prime-Minister of the United Kingdom from the years 1979 – 1990. The controversy surrounding Thatcher stems from many factors, from her economic policies which pushed for companies and individuals to be self-reliant, and rely less on Government funding, also known as Thatcherism[footnoteRef:2]; to her ruthless attitudes towards anyone who dared to oppose her political ideologies, and her leadership. Some of those who opposed Thatcher will be addressed in this essay in relation to the following quotation from Thatcher’s private speech to the Conservative backbench 1922 committee, regarding the leaders of the Miners’ Strike of 1984-1985: [1:  Stephen Blake and Andrew John Iron Lady: The Thatcher Years, (London: Michael O'Mara Books LTD, 2012). p. Preface.]  [2:  Robert Skidelsky, Thatcherism, (London: Chatto & Windus, 1988) p.41.] 

‘We had to fight the enemy without in the Falklands. We always have to be aware of the enemy within, which is much more difficult to fight and more dangerous to liberty.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  BBC News, ‘In Quotes: Margret Thatcher’ (8th April 2023) <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-10377842> [Accessed 27/07/2024].] 

This essay will analyse this quote, alongside various primary and secondary sources, including Thatcher’s own memoirs; The Downing Street Years.[footnoteRef:4] Ultimately, this essay will conclude whether this is purely in relation to the Miners; or perhaps, whether there are other groups or individuals that Thatcher could also be speaking of when she speaks of the ‘enemy within’; and which measures were taken in attempt to tackle these ‘enemies’. [4:  Margret Thatcher, The Downing Street Years, (London: Harper Collins, 1993).] 
Fig 1: Margret Thatcher Prime-Minister of the United Kingdom 1979-1990.

Scargill, The Miner’s Strike and Trade Unions
Firstly, one must acknowledge that this quote was, on the surface specifically stated, in 1984 regarding the leaders of the Miners’ Strike. The strike began in protest of the closure of around multiple coal mines across Britain in 1984. According to Michael Crick, a British Broadcaster and Journalist, notes in his book; Scargill and the Miners, as many as 20,000 people had lost their jobs, and as a result of this, 12 days later, ‘the majority of Britain’s 180,000 miners were on strike.’[footnoteRef:5] Crick furthers this, calling the strike ‘the longest in mining history this century, and one of the longest disputes ever experienced in any industry.’[footnoteRef:6] Starting in Yorkshire, the strike would see movement, not only from the miners and their families who would use multiple methods to try to hinder the movement of coal throughout the country in attempt to prove the mines needed to stay open;[footnoteRef:7] but from the opposing police forces also, many of whom had to be transferred in attempt to try to quell the rising miners with their ‘new, controversial policing methods.[footnoteRef:8] Some of the methods used by the police included using overwhelming numbers of police utilising riot gear, sometimes to particularly [image: ]brutal measures,[footnoteRef:9] and outright criminalising the miners’ leaders.[footnoteRef:10] According to Crick, Thatcher’s quote referring to the enemy within certainly is speaking of the miners’ strike. Specifically, Crick believes the quote to be referring to Arthur Scargill, who was the President of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM). Scargill was a man who was targeted heavily throughout the strike due to his power, and his organisation of the striking. It appears that Scargill’s leadership of the NUM was seen by Thatcher as a quite significant threat. Sir Ian Kinloch Macgregor, Head of the National Coal Board (NCB) at the time of the strike, who worked closely with Thatcher during this time; provides some insight into this apparent fear that Thatcher had regarding Scargill. Macgregor acknowledges in his Memoirs,  The enemies within: the story of the miners' strike, 1984-5 that Thatcher would ask him what would happen in the instance of an all-out confrontation led by Scargill, and that she was aware that Scargill’s leadership of the NUM meant that the threat of a full scale confrontation was far greater than it had ever been previously.[footnoteRef:11]  [5:  Michael Crick, Scargill and the Miners, (Hammondsworth: Penguin, 1985). p. 12.]  [6:  Ibid, p.12.]  [7:  Ian K. Macgregor, The enemies within: the story of the miners' strike, 1984-5, (London: Collins, 1986). P.246.]  [8:  Crick, Scargill and the Miners, p.12.]  [9:  Ibid,  p.109.]  [10:  Seumas Milne, The enemy within: the secret war against the miners, (London: Verso, 2014). p.109.]  [11:  Ian K. Macgregor, The enemies within, P.13.] 
Fig 2: Miners attempting to prevent coal from going into Blythe PowerStation, resulting in conflict with the police. Just one example of their acts of protest.

[image: ]This fear which Thatcher had of Scargill and his fellow miners is further expanded upon by British Journalist Seumas Milne. In his book, The enemy within: the secret war against the miners, there are details regarding the involvement of MI5 in attempting to quell the strike. He emphasises that this is not the required role of security forces, such as the MI5, to operate as provocateurs, and yet this is exactly what they were doing during the miners’ strike.[footnoteRef:12] He details instances where the MI5 outright encouraged Thatcher and Macgregor to ensure that the miners would go back from talks ‘without a deal’.[footnoteRef:13] He further documents that it is highly likely that MI5 were going so far as to utilise the newspapers in attempt to vilify the strike movements and to leak information.[footnoteRef:14] Though it is unclear whether Thatcher actively put the MI5 up to these actions, the point remains that given how closely they were working with Thatcher in an effort to quell the strike[footnoteRef:15]; that it is certainly not a possibility that can be ruled out. Regardless of whether it was Thatcher that set the MI5 onto these operations, the point remains that they were against a common enemy and working in co-ordination with each other, and thus both were paranoid of the power of the miners’ strike. Due to the involvement of MI5 in relation to the striking, it is quite apparent that the miners were certainly, at least to a great extent, the ‘enemy within’ that Thatcher is acknowledging in this quote. Though perhaps, despite this, it could instead be argued, though not from Thatcher’s perspective, that the true enemy within Britain at this time, were none other than their own security forces; and the press whom were utilised as their puppets. The MI5 are expected to ensure security within the state, though instead, in this instance, they were so busy trying to vilify the striking miners that they had become the very corruption that they were supposed to be preventing. [12:  Milne, The enemy within, p.n2]  [13:  Ibid, p.248.]  [14:  Ibid, p.134.]  [15:  Ibid, p.4.] 
Fig 3: NUM president, Arthur Scargill saluting during a strike in Nottinghamshire in 1984.

The point that Thatcher is making with regards to the Scargill and miners is further developed by Crick where he outright states that this is who Thatcher is calling ‘the enemy within’. He says ‘Scargill became the second General Galtieri, whom she was determined to defeat.’[footnoteRef:16] General Galtieri was the Argentine leader during the Falklands war, another clear villain in Thatcher’s perspective, the conflict ended in a British victory in 1982. Crick goes on to conclude his point here by saying that in Thatcher’s mind, the miners are no different to the Argentinians which the British defeated in the Falklands, thus the Miners are ‘the enemy within’ for the United Kingdom.[footnoteRef:17] Here, Crick has analysed the quote and observed specifically that Thatcher is associating Scargill to be another Galtieri; should Crick be correct in his analysis of this quote, Thatcher is essentially calling Scargill a dictator, though, there seems to be nothing to actually imply this. Scargill certainly is somewhat of a ringleader in the strikes, but many miners were already riled up on account of losing their jobs because of Thatcher’s claim that the mines were ‘uneconomic’.[footnoteRef:18] Furthermore, something to note is that, Crick’s very accurate observation shows that Thatcher is using very similar tactic alleged to have been used by the MI5, another blatant attempt to vilify Scargill. Not only this, but Thatcher is saying that she will defeat Scargill and his miners, which is ultimately what would happen in 1945, though of course she likely would not have been certain of this at the time of giving her speech.  [16:  Crick, Scargill and the Miners, p.12.]  [17:  Ibid, p.12.]  [18:  Ibid, p.11.] 

Here, it is apparent that at least in some capacity, the ‘enemy within’ which Thatcher is addressing in this quote, is undeniably Arthur Scargill, and his fellow miners. However, it is possible there may well be some other groups which Thatcher may also be speaking about when she uses the term ‘enemy within’. It is apparent from the tactics used in attempt to quell the striking miners that be it the nefarious tactics utilised by the MI5, the constant movement of the police and the brutal tactics they used, or even the speeches given by Thatcher herself and her associates, it is clear that all of these methods were aggressive; to force the Miners to cease their striking.
Political Opposition, The Labour Party and the Soviet Union
One key group to consider when Margret Thatcher speaks of the ‘enemy within’ would of course be the opposing Labour Party. This is especially important when one considers that this speech would not only target the striking Miners, but additionally Thatcher would criticise the Labour Government  in this speech also. A 2014 article, written by Alan Travis for the Guardian states that in this speech, [image: A person in a trench coat

Description automatically generated]Thatcher would accuse Neil Kinnock, the leader of the Labour Party at the time, of being a ‘puppet’ and that the Labour Party had been ‘hijacked by the enemies of democracy’.[footnoteRef:19]Here, it is quite apparent that Thatcher, to an extent, is calling the Labour Party enemies within the government. The term ‘hijacked’ implies that the Labour Party has been infiltrated by a significant threat and they cannot see this for themselves. Since Thatcher intended to say this in the same speech where she speaks of enemies within, it is clear evidence that at least to some extent, she considers these ‘enemies of democracy’ to be enemies within. Here, it could well be argued that Thatcher may even consider the Labour Party hijackers to be an even greater threat than the Miners themselves. This is because in her mind, the enemy has not only infiltrated the country, but even to the extent where they are within the government itself, in this instance they have managed to accumulate enough power to corrupt an entire political party.  [19:  Alan Travis ‘Thatcher was to call Labour and miners ‘enemy within’ in abandoned speech’, The Guardian, Thursday, 2nd October 2014.
<https://web.archive.org/web/20170228014646/https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/oct/03/thatcher-labour-miners-enemy-within-brighton-bomb> [Accessed 27/07/2024].] 
Fig 4 : Neil Kinnock, the alleged ‘Puppet’ leader of the Labour Party.

In relation to Thacher’s statement of Kinnock being a ‘puppet’ in this speech it is unclear with the information provided of exactly who she considers him to be a puppet for. Of course it is possible that he is simply a puppet of his fellow Labour Party officials. Or perhaps, it is possible, that she may consider him to be a puppet of another external factor, none other than the USSR. This is because Thatcher’s political reign occurred at the same time as the Cold War, a conflict which of course espionage and infiltration were often utilised in attempt to get the upper hand against the enemy. Furthering this point, it is important to note that Thatcher’s memoirs use the term ‘puppet’ only on two occasions, once on page 96,[footnoteRef:20] and again on page 860.[footnoteRef:21] Both times this term is used, it is in relation to the Soviet regime. Whilst this does not mean that Thatcher is specifically referring to the Soviet Union as being the puppet master of Kinnock, it is important to note that Thatcher primarily refers to ‘puppets’ being the tools of the USSR elsewhere. Furthering the possibility that the Soviet Union is, to an extent an ‘enemy within’ which Thatcher speaks of, is presented MacGregor’s book which accuses Arthur Scargill of being a ‘Marxist Revolutionary, going under the guise of a normal trade union official’.[footnoteRef:22] This is important as it suggests that the Soviet Union have puppets not only within the government, but that they are controlling the Miners as well; since Karl Marx was a key creator of the Communist philosophy of which the Soviet Union based many of its principles upon.  [20:  Thatcher, The Downing Street Years, p.96.]  [21:  Ibid, p.860.]  [22:  Ian K. Macgregor, The enemies within, P.13.] 

Here, once again it is easy to identify that Thatcher was constantly on the offense against those which she deemed enemies. Her words are blatantly chosen to vilify those that oppose her, and her Conservative Government, and she is indeed willing to accuse them of being mindless and under the influence of greater powers. In this instance it must be considered that the Labour government, and quite possibly the Soviet Union, are other examples of enemies within the United Kingdom which Thatcher addresses in this speech.
The IRA and the Irish Nationalists
Another group which Thatcher could likely have been considering to be an ‘enemy within’ is the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and other fighters and campaigners for Irish independence. One key reason for this is that this speech was given in 1984; this was during the point in time known in history as ‘The Troubles’. This was an especially bloody period in British history which saw numerous terrorist attacks, fighting and death as a result of the Northern Irish fight for independence against the United Kingdom.[footnoteRef:23] Throughout Thatcher’s leadership, the attacks from Irish Nationalists were not only occurring in Ireland, but terrorist attacks across London had become even more common; in one such instance, the IRA attempted to kill Thatcher herself.[footnoteRef:24]  [23:  Thatcher, The Downing Street Years, p.435.]  [24:  Nicholas Van Der Bijl, Operation Banner: the British Army in Northern Ireland 1969 to 2007, (Barnsley: Pen and Sword Military, 2009).p.149.] 

[image: ]On 12th October 1984, the day before Thatcher was expected to go public with this speech. An IRA bomb would explode in the Hotel she was staying in Brighton. Thatcher and her cabinet would all survive the attack, though five civilians were killed and many more were left injured.[footnoteRef:25] Interestingly, it would seem that this attack would actually cause the original speech, presented to the Conservative backbench 1922 committee to be rewritten. The aforementioned Guardian article would report that the attacks which Thatcher would include in this speech would be changed, including the infamous mention of the ‘enemy within’.[footnoteRef:26] Nicholas Van Der Bijl, a Trustee of the Military Intelligence Museum, in his book, Operation Banner: the British Army in Northern Ireland 1969 to 2007, states that this did not threaten Thatcher but instead ‘steeled her to defeat the Provisionals and the SAS were ordered to escalate their operations.’[footnoteRef:27] This is important when regarding Thatcher’s statement regarding the ‘enemy within’ as it provides some key insight into Thatcher’s mindset regarding those she considers her enemy. From Van Der Bijl’s quote, it is easy to identify that Thatcher was not easily intimidated, and instead even direct threats against her, would set her further on the warpath. This, paired with the fact that the attacks were occurring even in London, and the fact that this was on the night prior to the speech, makes it clear that the IRA could certainly be considered an ‘enemy within’ as they were now plotting on English soil, and against Thatcher directly.  [25:  Ibid, p.149.]  [26:  Travis, ‘Thatcher was to call Labour and miners ‘enemy within’’.]  [27:  Van Der Bijl, Operation Banner, p.149.] 
Fig 5: An image of the explosive damage dealt to the Grand Hotel in Brighton intended to kill Thatcher and her Cabinet. 12th October 1984.

An important point to note in this is that it is possible that perhaps in this instance, Thatcher had realised that the real strength of Britain came from uniting against a common enemy, that being the IRA; and that waging war on Labour, and the striking miners would make it apparent that she is attacking the wrong target. This becomes especially clear when she, her cabinet, and many others had just been the victims of such a horrific attack, thus prompting the speech to be rewritten. Though perhaps here, she is not calling the IRA an enemy within, but perhaps an enemy without such as General Galtieri. Despite this, Thatcher would continue her hardline on Labour, and on the Miners, thus it becomes clear that they will still remain, definitively what she would associate to be ‘enemies within’ even though the speech never went public. This suggests that the rewriting of the speech was purely a façade as far as Thatcher was concerned, a ploy so that she would not be seen to disregard those unfortunate enough to have been killed or injured in the attack intended for her. What is interesting, however, is that due to Thatcher’s aggressive use of wording towards the miners, one would think that perhaps that same passion would shift onto the IRA attackers in the rewritten speech; though it does not. Whilst Thatcher ordered the SAS to escalate their operations, her words in the speech do not match this.[footnoteRef:28] Perhaps she did not wish to antagonise the IRA publicly, but if this was the case why would she instead want to antagonise the miners in this manner? In fact, the speech she presents, though briefly mentioning the attack, praising the police, ambulances and firefighters, and giving her condolences relating to the dead and wounded, there is no mention of the attackers themselves.[footnoteRef:29] Though, in the speech she still talks, in great detail regarding the miners’ strike, and she briefly mentions Labour’s inability to protect the country.[footnoteRef:30]  [28:  Margret Thatcher, Leader's speech, Brighton, 1984, <http://britishpoliticalspeech.org/speech-archive.htm?speech=130> [Accessed 03/08/2024].]  [29:  Ibid.]  [30:  Ibid.] 

The argument that the IRA could be considered, at least in some capacity be one of the enemies within which Thatcher is speaking of, is presented by Thatcher herself in her memoirs, The Downing Street Years, where she states ‘The IRA were pursuing with calculated ruthlessness a psychological war alongside their campaign of violence: they had to be resisted at both levels.’[footnoteRef:31] The acknowledgement that Thatcher provides here of the psychological war that the IRA were presenting, is evident that at least to some extent they are an enemy within. This point is further emphasised by Thatcher when she talks about individuals the IRA would target, she states that Ian Gow was targeted, and killed by the IRA specifically because, in Thatcher’s own words, ‘he was their unflinching enemy’.[footnoteRef:32] She elaborates on the psychological impact they would have on others by mentioning that Gow was killed by a bomb which detonated when he started his car to leave his house. Thatcher mentions the psychological impact this had on her was that Thatcher’s own daughter was in his car just the week prior.[footnoteRef:33] The psychological factor implies that they are within one’s mind, causing paranoia and a constant fear of terror, though this quote does not call them an enemy within in the same way that it may do, had it been about Labour or the miners. There is a clear distinction to be made between simply being a conventionally aggressive enemy, and being a threat that utilises psychological warfare. [31:  Thatcher, The Downing Street Years, p.430.]  [32:  Ibid, p.457.]  [33:  Ibid, p.457.] 

Whilst it is clear that Thatcher certainly considers the IRA and Irish Provisionals to be an enemy. It is unclear as to whether she would consider them to be an ‘enemy within’. Whilst they are certainly within the country, and there is an argument that they are a significant threat which uses psychological and physical attacks, the changes to the speech came about as the result of their actions. The reality of the matter is that both the old and new speech talk primarily about the miners’ strike, though perhaps instead of being at war with the enemies within, Thatcher should have instead made an effort to unify the country, and not outwardly vilify those who disagreed with her, and cause more societal division.
Conclusion
In conclusion, whilst there are multiple possibilities for who Thatcher considered to be ‘enemies within’, certainly the primary enemy within in Thatcher’s mind were the miners, and additionally the Labour Party. There are also points to suggest that perhaps to an extent the Soviet Union, Irish Nationalists, and possibly some others which have not been explored in this essay are also potentially ‘enemies within’. Though these would likely be in lesser capacities. State authorities utilised many measures in attempt to redress their supposed threat, though these often caused tensions to escalate, especially in the case of the miners. The brutal measures used by the police and the nefarious acts to shift public perceptions by the MI5, paired with Thatcher’s immovable stance in quelling the efforts of the miners made for devastating societal division, when efforts should have instead been taken to unify the country in a dark period; not in only British history, but global history also. Perhaps then, it could even be argued that the real ‘enemy within’, which was a danger to liberty, and which would catastrophically divide Britain from the inside was none other than the MI5, the police, and even Thatcher herself. 
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