In 200 words write the storytellers story. In 300 words explain why, using appropriate evidence, whether the story supports or subverts Athenian mores.
Zeus pursued Metis, the wisest being from both gods and men, who tried to escape him by changing into many different forms. He had intercourse with her and made her his first wife. 
It had been foretold by Ge, the prime oracle, and Ouranos that Metis would bare both a daughter and a son. The daughter would be courageous and wise, the pale-eyed Tritogenia. The son would be the ruler of the gods and would overthrow Zeus as Zeus had done to his father.
Out of fear, he decided to bury her in his stomach, from where she could give him council and wisdom. When Metis was pregnant, Zeus coaxed her with kind words. He then proceeded to swallow her whole.
When the time came for the daughter to be born, Zeus began to suffer with a headache. To cure this, Prometheus struck Zeus on the top of his head with an axe. With this he fathered Athena, near the River Triton, who sprang from his head, in full armour.
This myth is the story of Athena’s birth. The information used was taken from two sources, Apollodorus’ Library and Hesiod’s Theogony. Both works were written in a later period (Apollodorus around 1-2CE and Hesiod around 1BCE-1CE) meaning they would not have been the exact myths heard in Classical Athens.
Support for Athenian mores can be first seen in the woman Zeus is pursuing. ‘Metis’ translates to ‘council’[footnoteRef:1], as is seen by her being “the wisest among gods and mortal men”[footnoteRef:2]. This shows support of the importance of politics within Classical Athens, in particular the use of a council when making decisions. The importance of this is seen in the speeches given to law courts when referring to the “men of the jury”[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Kirk, 1974, p.120]  [2:  Hes. Th. 885-900]  [3:  Dem. 37 1] 

The importance of religion can also be seen. There is a variety of ideas given about Athena’s heritage, with some speculating that her father was Itonus, a king of Iton[footnoteRef:4] or Poseidon[footnoteRef:5]. It is “Athene’s own priests”[footnoteRef:6] that it is claimed told this version of the myth. Therefore, religion shows its importance by the myth told by the priests being the most known version within society. As an origin myth, it is also important in showing the move from Athena being a “Mycenaean home- and palace-deity”[footnoteRef:7] to being an important goddesses of Classical Greece.  [4:  Graves, 1992, p.45]  [5:  Graves, 1992, p.45]  [6:  Graves, 1992, p.46]  [7:  Kirk, 1974, p.121] 

The myth has an overall support for Athenian mores. It shows the origin of Athena as a principle deity within the Classical period. As a pre-existing deity[footnoteRef:8] from before the Classical period she would have had a significant influence over the views of society. This would have been the basis to the mores Athens held. The introduction of Athena by her emerging from Zeus head[footnoteRef:9] shows the change in period and the introduction of new values on top of those that were already held. Therefore, it can be said that this myth supports Athenian mores by showing a possible origin of them. [8:  Graves, 1992, p.47]  [9:  Apollod. 1.3] 
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