ECGE4003 – Portfolio of Activities

Part 1 
In Wales, there are several policies, procedures and important documents that help us to understand about the principles of youth work, and how we can use these in our own practice, which is key when you are a student youth worker, to help you learn and understand about youth work related topics. These documents are also useful to help those who are working in the youth work sector. In the document “youth work in Wales: principles and purposes (youth work in Wales review group, 2018) This states that one of the most important principles of youth work is ensuring that there is a voluntary relationship between the children/ young people and the youth worker. It also states that all children and young people can participate in youth work if they meet the criteria of being aged between 11 years old to 25 years old and emphasising on the voluntary relationship between young people and the youth worker. This is also seen in different formats such as books, for example Jeffs and Smith (2010) states that the voluntary principle means that the children/ young people can not only choose to engage in a professional relationship with a youth worker however, but they can also decide end Engagement on their terms too. The youth work strategy for Wales (wg.2019) also mentions how young work is based on the voluntary participation between children/ young people and youth workers, and how this helps the Children/ young people feel like empowered partners. 

Part 2a
This essay will discuss youth work, a definition of the purpose of youth work has been made by the cld standards council Scotland. It states that it “enables young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, which will enable them to develop  voice, influence their place in society and to reach their full potential.”
One of the most important things a youth worker needs to be able to do with young people is build a relationships with them, which is something that many professionals have written, such as Blacker who states “ a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people (2010). Jolly shares the same view as Blacker and states that “ it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” (2010,p.6). Youth workers provide children and young people with opportunities to gain experience in a non-formal manner. The activities that youth workers provide are like tools and just like Harte 2020 page 90 says “ They provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning. 
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