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[bookmark: _Toc218876933]Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills 
Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP 
.
Source 1
Raji,N.A.S. and Dommett,E.J.(2024).
‘Evaluating a University-Wide Digital Skills Programme : Understanding the Student Journey ‘ ,Education Sciences,14(12),pp.1-16.
This source was accessed via Google Scholar
Using the CRAAP Test, this source is recent because it was published in November 2024,it is very recent and up to date for understanding digital skills in universities today .The relevance is high since it directly shows how students learn and benefit from digital programmers,which is very important in modern education.The authors work at King’s College London,they published a research on this topic before sowing they are experts in this field.The accuracy of the research is supported by proper methods ,including interviews with twelve students ,also the article was reviewed by other experts before publication.The propose is educational and informative as this research is main focused to help universities understand how to work with digital programmers by learning from real students experiences .
Full reference (Harvard style):
Raji,N.A.S.and Dommett,E.J.(2024)’Evaluating a University-Wide Digital Skills Programme:Understanding the Student Journey,Education Sciences,14(12),pp1-16.doi.3390/educsci14121295

Source 2


This source was accessed via Google Scholar
Using the CRAAP Test, this source has good currency because it was published in November 2022, that means it is fairly recent.The relevance is strong because the article talks about why digital skills matters in universities and how covid-19 made online learning more important,this relates to understanding digital education today.The authority is solid because both authors work at Prince Sultan University in Saudi Arabia,where they teach computer since and study educational technology,showing they understand both technology and teaching .The accuracy can be trusted because the authors use proper research methods.The propose is educational and informative,aiming to help teachers.

Akour,M.and Alenezi,M.(2022)’Higher Education Future in the Digital Transformation’, Education Sciences,12(11)784.doi:10.3390/educsci2110784

Synthesis of Academic Sources 

Both sources agree that digital skills are very important for students in universities today .Akour and Alenezi (2022),both explain that technology is changing very fast and that covid -19 forced universities to move online, leaving many students struggling because they did not have the right digital skills.Similarly, Raji and Dommett(2024) also found that most students taught themselves digital skills using YouTube and Google,rather than receiving a proper training. For example ,in one university study,students who completed a digital skills course felt much more confident and better prepaid for their studies .Both sources agree this is a big problem that universities worldwide, while Raji and Dommett(2024) show what actually happens when one university tries to solve this problem by offering a digital skills course. Students completed the course felt more confident and better prepared for their studies (Raji and Dommett,2024).Together ,both sources help us understand that digital skills gaps are a real problem ( Akour and Alenezi,2022) and a proper university training can help students overcome them (Raji and Dommett,2024).

           Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity 

One key challenge for students today is that many start university without good enough digital skills.Akour and Alenezi (2022) point out that not all students have the same access to technology,which means some students are much less prepared than others. For example ,many students in lower income household may not have had regular access to computers before starting university ,making it even harder for them to keep up .Most students just learn by themselves using YouTube and Google,which does not always teach them everything they need (Raji and Dommett,2024). This shows that the lack of proper digital training is a serious problem that affects many students across universities worldwide.
One key opportunity is that universities can help this problem by offering good digital training courses. For example,Raji and Dommett(2024) found that students who finished a digital skills course felt much more confident and ready for their studies and future jobs.This is supported by(Akour and Alenzi,2022)  ,who also argue  that when universities offer the right support,students are much better prepared for the challenges of modern education .Therefore,all students have a much better chance of succeeding in the digital era with support from universities.

Academic Planning for Component 2 

I will start with the Introduction because it helps me plan the rest of the report. I want to improve my academic writing skills and learn how to use evidence correctly without personal opinions.Component 2 will be structured in five sections:the Introduction will explain digital learning and Challenges section will identify problems students face,the Opportunities section will show how digital tools can help,the Strategies section will suggest three ways students can succeed,and finally the Conclusion will summarize everything and answer the main question.

· Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	6.02.2026

	Draft first section
	13.02.2026

	Complete first draft
	14.02.2026

	Final editing
	16.02.2026
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Introduction 
Digital learning is now very important part of going to university (Alenezi,2023).Most universities use computers and the internet to help students study,but many students do not have good enough digital skills(Akour and Alenezi,2022).When COVID-19 came,all universities had to go online very quickly,which was very hard for many students who were not prepared(Aljanazrah et al.,2022).Many students also have difficulty using computers and digital tools for their schoolwork(Sayaf et al.,2022).However,digital tools can also help students learn easier and more flexible ways (Sabotio-Taylor and Rojas-Ramirez,2024).It is therefore very important that universities understand these problems and give  students better help and support (Saini et al.,2025).Reasearch shows that using digital learning in the right way can help students get better results (Sormunen et al.,2022).This report looks at main challenges and opportunities of digital learning and gives three strategies that  students can use to succeed in the digital era (Raji and Dommett,2024).


Challenges for Students in the Digital Era 

One big problem students have today is they do not have good enough digital skills for university (Raji and Dommett,2024).Most students learn how to use computers by themselves,so they miss many important skills that are needed for the academic work (Akour and Alenezi,2022).For example many students do not know how to use universities databased or reference sources correctly,which affects the quality of their work Technology also moves very fast and students find it hard to keep up( Alenezi,2023). Furthermore ,not all students have the same level of digital skills,which means some students are left behind (Sayaf el al.,2022). Many UK universities also find it very difficult to make digital learning work equally well for all their students(Saini et al.,2025).COVID-19,when students and teachers had to go online with no preparation at all,leaving many students feeling lost and unsupported( Aljanazrah et al.,2022).As result, students without good digital skills get lower grades   and learn less than their colleagues(Sormunen et al.,2022). Many students also struggle to find good and trustworthy informative online ,which makes it harder to produce a good quality academic work( Sabrio -Taylor and Rojas -Ramirez,2024).Therefore ,developing strong digital skills is essential for students to succeed at university (Raji and Dommett,2024).



Opportunities in the Digital Era 
Digital tools give students many good chances to learn better and in easier ways.For example ,students can study at any time and any place because of online learning,which makes university easier to access( Alenezi,2023).This is particularly helpful for students who have other responsibilities such as work or family ,as they can fit their studies around their life more easily .New technology like artificial intelligence can help each student learn in the way that works best for them (Soborio-Taylor and Rojas-Ramires,2024).Furthermore ,students who get proper digital training feel more confident and get better grades (Raji and Dommett,2024).Digital tools also make it easier for students to find and use learning materials (Sayaf et al.2022).Using digital learning in the right way helps students get much better results (Sormunen et al.,2022).Moreover, universities that use good digital tools give their students a much better chance to do well(Akour and Alenezi,2022).Therefore ,this shows that digital tools are very important for students today.But they only work well when students have the right skills and when universities give them the right help.To conclude digital tools give students great chances to do better at university,but university must make sure every student gets the right support to use them properly.

How Students Can Adapt to Succeed 

Take part in digital skills training at university.
Students should join digital skills training offered by their university.Many students start university without good enough digital skills and need proper help to catch up(Raji and Dommett,2024).For exaple,a study at King’s College London found that students who completed a digital skills programme felt much more confident and better prepared for their academic work.Universities that offer digital training help students feel more confident and do better in their studies (Akour and Alenezi,2022). This means that getting proper training helps students fix their digital skills gap and become more prepared for university work.Therefore,  joining digital training is a very important first step for students who want to do well at university.




Use online tools to study in a flexible way.
Students should use digital tools and online resources to help them study better.Online learning lets students study at any time and place,making it much easier to keep up with their work (Alenezi,2023).For example, students can use online library database to find academic sources ,watch recorded lectures they missed ,or use digital planners to organise their assignments.Students who use digital learning tools regularly get much better results in their studies (Sormunen et al.,2022).For example this means that using digital tools properly gives students more control over how and when they learn,which helps them do better.Therefore,using online tools in the right way gives students a great chance to improve their learning and archive  better grades.


Learn how to check if online information is good and trustworthy
Students should learn how to find and check information carefully online.Many students find it difficult to know if information they find online is reliable and correct (Saborio-Taylor and Rojas-Ramirez,2024).For example,not all websites andonline articles are written by experts,so students who can  evaluate information well are more successful in their academic work and avoid using wrong sources (Saini et al.,2025).Research also shows that good information skills help students deal better with the challenges of digital learning(Aljanazrah et al.,2022).
Therefore, learning to check information carefully helps students do better in their assignments and makes them more confident when using digital resources. In conclusion developing good information skills is a key strategy that helps students succeed in the digital learning environment.
Conclusion 
In the digital era ,students face many difficulties such as not having strong enough digital skills and not receiving equal support from their universities universities (Akour and Alenezi,2022).For example ,COVID-19 showed very clearly how unprepared many students were when universities suddenly moved online (Aljanazrah et al.,2022).At the same time ,digital tools offer wonderful chances for students to learn in more flexible and improved ways (Alenezi,2023).To adapt and succeed ,students should first join digital training programmes at university,second use online tools to study more effectively,and third learn how to check if online information is reliable and accurate (Raji and Dommett,2024).When students follow these strategies,they can overcome the difficulties of the digital era and make the most of the opportunities available to them(Saini et al.,2025).Therefore,students who build the right digital skills and receive proper support can adapt successfully and achieve great results in their university studies.
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SKILL 01 - CRITICAL EVALUATION

Critical evaluation means checking if information found online is reliable,
accurate and from a trustworthy source. Why is it important? Many students
find it very hard to know if information they find online is good and correct.

Using wrong sources leads to poor grades and weak academic work.
Academic Source: Raji and Dommett (2024) found that most students taught
themselves digital skills using YouTube and Google, showing that students
need proper training to evaluate sources correctly.

SKILL 02 - DIGITAL LITERACY

Digital literacy means being able to use computers, online platforms
and digital tools properly and confidently for university work. Why is it
important? Not all students have the same digital skills, which means
some students are left behind. Without good digital skills, students get

lower grades and learn less. Academic Source: Akour and Alenezi
(2022) explain that technology is changing very fast and COVID-19
forced universities online, leaving many students struggling with digital
skills gaps

SKILL 03 - TIME MANAGEMENT -
Time management means planning your study time well so you can keep up with your‘
. work and meet all your university deadlines. Why is it important? Online learning gives'
students more freedom to study when they want, but this means students must ~ #
manage their own time carefully to avoid falling behind. Academic Source: Alenezi (2023)
shows that online learning allows students to study at any time and place, making good
time management a key skill for university success.

CONCLUSION:

Students who develop critical evaluation, digital literacy and
time management skills are much better prepared to
succeed in the digital learning era
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