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Discuss to what extent has criminal justice systems around the world been impacted by the globalisation of human rights?
Since the end of the Second World War, there has been more emphasis on protecting people’s human rights. But is there an impact on the criminal justice system?. The initial thesis of this work is that an offender has a lot of access to human rights throughout their time in the criminal justice process, this is from their first interaction which is mostly done by the police and depending on the crime they have committed they may spend time in prison. But is this thesis correct and is true in regard to other countries?. To answer this question, there will be a definition and a look at the different laws regarding human rights, a look how the police and prison deal with human rights and lastly looking at selected countries and what impact human rights has on their criminal justice system. 
The first definition of what are human rights was created in 1948 and was known as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), this has now become a central part of international public policy (Mertus, 2010). Some of the articles are listed by the United Nations (UN) (2022), these are all human beings are born equal and no one should be held in slavery. Important articles in the UDHR that have an impact on the criminal justice system are that no one should be subjected to cruel treatment or punishment, a person should be subjected to random arrest, everyone should have a fair trial and that a possible offender should be presumed innocent until proven guilty (UN, 2022).
Most of Europe adhere to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), this entered into force in 1953 and it not only created well defined list of human rights, but it also created a system that monitor compliance with the convention, this led to the creation of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) (Gerards, 2019). The court in the opinion of Gerards (2019) is regarded as one of the most influential and effective institutions and she adds that the court receives between 40,000 and 60,000 cases each year, she believes this shows that individuals have belief in the court. Her argument is further supported when she says that many judgements that come from the court are eventually complied with. 
The United Kingdom (UK) also has its own law on human rights, the Human Rights Act 1998 is based on the ECHR, and it allows a person who believes that their human rights may be violated to take their case to the UK courts (Citizens Advice, 2022), if they do not get an acceptable result then they could also send their case to the European Court of Human Rights.
How an offender should be treated by the police is presented by the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 or more commonly known as PACE (Ozin and Norton, 2019). Two parts of PACE that supports an offender’s human rights are explained by Ozin and Norton (2019), the first part describes the treatment of when a person is being detained, these are that they should be informed why they are being arrested, have access to legal advice and be allowed to consult with the codes of practice. A second part that Ozin and Norton (2019) describe is the detention and treatment of people who could be vulnerable, in PACE they describe a vulnerable person as someone who is young, has a mental disability or issues with communication. The writers give an example that a young person should have access to an appropriate adult. 
When an offender is in police detention, PACE stipulates that they should not be held for more than 24 hours, the time can be extended to up to 36 hours if it has been authorised by a superintendent and can lastly been increased to another 96 hours if an application is accepted by the magistrate (Ozin and Norton, 2019). However, these detention rules are different if a person is being detained for terrorism offences, in these types of offences an offender can be held in detention for a maximum of 28 days under the Terrorism Act 2006 (Justice, 2022). The reason that Justice (2022) says that an offender has to stay in detention longer is because there are more complexities in those types of investigations. 
In their article Justice (2022) acknowledge that the duration that an offender is detained for possible terrorism charges could be breaching their human rights, they refer to an ECtHR ruling in 1988 where it said that Irish Republican Army (IRA) suspects had been held up to four days should have seen a judge, the reasoning behind this ruling was that a judge has the power to order that a suspect is released, this ruling was also backed by another ruling made by the court in 2005. It should also be mentioned that under current terrorism laws an extension of a person being detained can only be granted by a judge (Justice 2022).
Even though the PACE act is meant to support an offender’s human rights by detailing what the police have to do, it could also be failing in this aspect that is according to the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2013). In their report they mention that police using stop and search powers were more likely to stop someone from a minority ethnicity than white people, this would be breaking a person's human right as mentioned earlier by the UN (2022) that everyone should not be treated unfairly by the law and should be the subject of random arrest or detention. Ozin and Norton (2019) say that PACE instructs police officers that they should be able to demonstrate the reasoning behind why they were performing a stop and search.
The traditional concept of prison in the Western countries according to Coyle (2003) is that prison is a place where an offender is sent to as punishment not to be punished. So, when a person is sent to prison, the Emby (2014) says that some human rights are either limited or removed, examples they give are the right to liberty and for some prisoners the right to vote. However, the Justice Inspectors (2017) add that the ECtHR ruled that a blanket ban on prisoners voting in elections violated article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The Justice Inspectors (2017) add that if a further restriction has to be placed on a prisoner than this would have to proportionate and also lawful, it will have to be necessary and also should not be discriminatory.
Many European countries including Scotland are progressively adopting a more human rights led penal system (Armstrong, 2018). Even though Scotland are trying this method Armstrong (2018) says that it is still common for a prisoner to be kept in a cell 22 hours per day and is also becoming increasingly common for long term prisoners to remain in detention for years or decades past their initial sentence, she also adds that in 2013 that out of 24 deaths in prison 7 was due to suicide, she does add that this is a lower figure than England and Wales. Lastly Armstrong (2018) says that a human right focus penal system aims to keep prisoners active and healthy but also should limit the use of prisons.
Current statistics from Inquest (2022) which call suicide as self-inflicted deaths in prison in England and Wales is at 16 out 82, figures from 2021 there were 85 out of 371. A possibility for these deaths could be standards in prisons, one prison known for poor standards was Peterhead Prison, which was also known as The Hate Factory, the prison was so poor that it did not have toilets in the cells, it eventually led to a riot in 1987 (BBC News, 2017). Though Western Countries have tried to change standards in prisons this has mostly failed due in part to their not being a combined framework, mainly they are working through trial and error (Coyle, 2003).
How does the UK compare to other countries with human rights in prison, in the opinion of Vasiliades (2005) the United States (US) prison system is failing compared to global standards, she supports her opinion by saying that many prisoners spend long time in solitary confinement, it should be noted that her work is 17 years old and this narrative might have changed, yet on the tv show 60 days in a contestant was forced to be her cell practically naked due to the guard not giving her clean clothes (A and E, 2021). In Russia, the opinion of Katz and Piacentini (2017) is that human rights are used as a lever for legal and penal control, the authors point out that human rights in Russia are different than to Western countries mainly due to the populace being more obedient and the state having more social control.
To conclude, human rights has had a major impact on the criminal justice systems not just in the UK but in other countries. In the UK we see this more with the introduction of PACE which instructs the police on the treatment of detaining suspects as well as in other factors, yet the police have not always been successful and there has been times where they have breached human rights an example who be with the use of stop and search. For prisons it is hard to find the correct level ground in determining what human rights should be kept and which ones should not be. The initial thesis of this supporting paper was that offenders have a lot of access to human rights; this work has shown that an offender does have access to human rights but this only if the process is done correctly or if the standards in a prison are correct. 
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