Timeline (Hellenistic Period)
· 21st July 356BC

Birth of Alexander
Alexander's mother was Olympias from Epirus who gave birth in the Macedonian capital, Pella (Cartledge 2004: 81). According to Plutarch, Olympias' pregnancy with Alexander was surrounded with prophecy, such as Philip dreaming that he was putting a seal in the shape of a lion upon her womb. The soothsayer Aristander claimed that this dream meant that Olympias was pregnant with a son who's nature would be bold and lion-like (Plutarch Alexander:2.2-3).

· 343BC

Aristotle becomes Alexander's tutor
Philip chose Aristotle to be Alexander's tutor, the most distinguished pupil of Plato's Academy in Athens. He helped to stimulate his pupil's lifelong interest in Greek Literature, especially Homer (Cartledge 2004: 84) Aristotle not only gave Alexander guidance in political and ethical doctrines but also gave him secret information that only a select few students of philosophy receive (Plutarch Alexander:7.3).
· 338BC

Battle of Charonea
At the age of 18, Philip appointed Alexander to be commander of the Macedonian Companion Cavalry at the Battle of Charonea. The battle occurred after Philip marched through Greece, towards Athens. At this point Demosthenes used his diplomatic and oratory skills to cobble together a Greek Alliance, primarily with the powers of Athens and Thebes who were defeated at the battle (Cartledge 2004: 86). Plutarch claims that Alexander was the first to break the lines of the Theban Sacred Band (Plutarch Alexander:9.2).
· 337BC

Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra
At the wedding of Cleopatra and Philip, Attalus (the uncle of Cleopatra and one of Philip's generals) publicly prayed that the union would produce a son and legitimate heir to the Macedonian throne (Cartledge 2004: 94). According to Plutarch, Alexander responded by throwing a cup at Attalus, prompting Philip to attempt to attack Alexander but was too drunk and fell. After this, Alexander removed himself and his mother from the court, sending Olympias to Epirus and himself going to Illyria (Plutarch Alexander:9.4-5).
· 336BC 

Death of Philip
Philip was assassinated at the wedding celebrations for his daughter Cleopatra by Pausanias, one of his bodyguards. Some ancient sources allege that Olympias and Alexander jointly conspired to murder Philip (Cartledge 2004: 94-95) Plutarch claims that Pausanias killed Philip because the King gave him no justice after being 'outrageously dealt with' by Attalus (Plutarch Alexander:10.4).
· 335BC

Sack of Thebes
In 335BC Thebes led a Greek revolt against Alexander and the League of Corinth. After marching from Illyria to Thebes in 12 days, Alexander besieged the city (Cartledge 2004: 90) After being surrounded by Macedonian troops, many Thebans fell and the city was plundered and razed to the ground with around 30,000 Thebans captured and sold into slavery (Plutarch Alexander:11.5-6). Arrian also mentions that Alexander decided to spare the descendants and house of the poet Pindar out of respect (Arrian Alexander: 1.9).
· 334BC

Battle of Granicus
The Battle of the Granicus River was the first of three major pitched battles between Alexander and the Persian forces. The Persian forces were encamped at Zeleia which was intersected by a number of rivers, including the Granicus. It provided two natural defences for the Persian forces, the river itself and the steep bank which Alexander would have to climb to be able to face the Persians on equal ground (Cartledge 2004: 138). At the battle, Alexander was attacked by Spithridates, his helmet severely damaged by his axe but as Spithridates went for Alexander again, Cleitus 'The Black' defended Alexander by spearing Spithridates through the chest (Plutarch Alexander:16.5). According to Arrian, during the battle Alexander led the ring wing of his army, the cavalry, himself and killed Mithridates, the son in law of Darius (Arrian Alexander:1.16)
· 5th November 333BC

Battle of Issus
After attempting to lure Darius south into a narrow coastal strip, where his superior numbers would no longer count, Alexander was surprised to find the Persian forces massed in his rear. It took all of his military genius to turn the tide of the battle and make Darius so fearful for his life that he fled the battlefield, leaving behind his mother, a wife and two daughters in the followers camp (Cartledge 2004: 144-145). Alexander led the right wing of his forces and managed to outflank the enemy, fighting in the front rank he got a sword wound in the thigh (Plutarch Alexander:20.4) Arrian claims that the Persian forces numbered around 600,000 men all together (Arrian Alexander 2.8) but many modern historians estimate the actual number was less than 100,000 with Alexander's troops numbering around 31,000 (Warry 1998).
· 332BC 

Siege of Tyre
The siege of Tyre took seven months in 332BC, Alexander's longest ever siege. The heavily fortified city was nearly impregnable but Alexander overcame them, crucifying many citizens on the beach outside the city upon his victory (Cartledge 2004: 147). According to Plutarch, Alexander had his troops build a mole (a timber and stone causeway) from the materials left in Old Tyre, the abandoned city on the mainland, to reach the island that Tyre was on (Plutarch Alexander:24.3). Arrian describes how the Tyrians fought the Macedonian's even as they built the mole, including sending cattle boats filled with dry wood towards the defensive towers on the moles and burning them down (Arrian Alexander:2.19).
· 332BC

Visit to shrine of Ammon
After designating a site for Alexandria in Egypt, Alexander made a detour to the oracle of Ammon at the Siwah oasis. Cartledge thinks that whatever practical advantages the Siwah trip offered, they were outweighed by the personal danger to Alexander and the temporary strategic advantage it gave to Darius (Cartledge 2004: 151). Plutarch says that the visit to the shrine was blessed by the Gods because, at first, rain fell, quenching the thirst of the soldiers marching through the desert and then whenever they lost their way, ravens would appear and guide them (Plutarch Alexander:27.2). Arrian doesn't go into much detail on the meeting of Alexander and the oracle but states that Alexander asked her his question and received the answer his heart desired (Arrian Alexander:3.4).
· 1st October 331BC

Battle of Gaugamela
The final battle between Alexander and Darius came on the plain of Gaugamela which, once again, ended with Darius' fleeing from the battlefield. At this point the Persian's had lost hope of victory under Darius' leadership and Alexander, after chasing down Darius and finding him murdered by Bessus, Satrap of Bactria, assumed the role of King of Persia (Cartledge 2004: 151 – 152). Plutarch claims that before the cavalry and phalanx of the Macedonian troops even engaged the Persians, they began to retreat with Alexander and his men pushing them further backwards until Alexander saw Darius standing on a chariot, surrounded by his Royal squadron of Horse, who began to flee when they saw Alexander riding towards them (Plutarch Alexander:33.2-4). According to Arrian, Alexander and his Companions were pursuing Darius as he fled the battle but had to turn back because Parmenion's left flank broke under pressure from the Persian cavalry units and defeating them was the most difficult part of the battle (Arrian Alexander:3.14). 
· 330BC

Sack of Persepolis
According to Plutarch, during a four month stay in Persepolis, Alexander held a party where everyone was drunk and merry. At this party was a woman called Thais, the mistress of Ptolemy. She urged Alexander to set fire to Persepolis as it used to be the palace of Xerxes, the King who burnt Athens. Apparently, after setting fire to the palace, Alexander quickly repented and ordered that the fire be put out (Plutarch Alexander: 38.1-4).
· 327BC

Marriage of Roxanne and Alexander 
In Sogdia, Alexander married Roxanne, the daughter of Oxyartes. In an imitation of his father, Alexander used marriage as an act of diplomacy. It was a sign of how difficult the victory against the guerilla tribes from the uplands of Central Asia had been to achieve (Cartledge 2004: 42). On the other hand, Plutarch claims that the marriage was the result of him falling in love with her when he saw her at a banquet (Plutarch Alexander:47.4). Arrian explains how Alexander refused to take Roxanne by force, although she was a captive, so married her instead, and Arrian respects him for that (Arrian Alexander: 4.19-20).
· 326BC

Battle of Hydaspes
Upon his advance into India, Alexander was faced by the barrier of the Hydaspes river, with the local prince Porus on the other side. Alexander succeeded in getting his troops across the river without Porus noticing but the battle itself was difficult to win, especially as Porus was equipped with battle elephants (Cartledge 2004: 208). Plutarch says that Alexander managed to cross the river by taking a part of his infantry and the majority of his cavalry further down the river in the middle of the night during a thunderstorm and cross over onto an island, wading across the rest of the river in their armour and defeating the small contingent of Porus' forces that came to engage them and then again claiming victory when Porus attacked in full. Soon after the battle, Alexander's prize horse that he'd had since childhood, Bucephalus, died (Plutarch Alexander: 60.1-61.1). Arrian also mentions how Porus's son led the small contingent of chariots and cavalry against Alexander's initial assault and was killed in the action (Arrian Alexander:5.14).
· 324BC

Mutiny at Opis
In 324BC Alexander finally pushed his soldiers too far when he took them to Opis, north of Babylon to greet a force of 30,000 newly trained Persian soldiers, crudely named 'The Successors'. The Macedonian troops were understandably enraged by this disrespect and mutinied (Cartledge 2004: 214). Plutarch claims that the troops were also angry because Alexander tried to discharge the weak and maimed among them, which they took as an insult. When the troops told Alexander to send them all away, he drove them away and used Persians as his bodyguards and attendants. The men were humbled at seeing Persian's defend their king and begged Alexander to take them back, which he did (Plutarch Alexander:72.1-5). Arrian blames Alexander's anger at his men on him becoming too accustomed to 'Oriental subservience' and this had changed the way he interacted with his countrymen (Arrian Alexander:7.9).
· 324BC

Death of Hephaestion
Hephaestion, Alexander's closest friend and supposed lover died in 324BC at Ectabana. Alexander's all-encompassing grief at his death has been compared to the grief Achilles displayed after the death of Patroclus in the Iliad (Cartledge 2004: 44) Upon hearing of his death, Alexander's grief 'knew no bounds' and he ordered that all the manes and tails of every horse be cut, Hephaestion' physician be crucified and all music be banned from the encampment (Plutarch Alexander:72.1-2). According to Arrian, Alexander renamed the Companion cavalry 'Hephaestion's Regiment' so that his name would forever be connected to the unit (Arrian Alexander:7.15).
· 323BC

Death of Alexander 
While planning another major campaign, this time against the Arabs, Alexander was taken ill in Babylon and on June 10th 323BC he died there. Cartledge says that the accusations of assassination by poison were inevitable and the symptoms seem to fit (Cartledge 2004: 215 – 216). Plutarch describes how it took Alexander many days to die, first coming down with a fever after several heavy drinking bouts and eventually being unable to talk or move (Plutarch Alexander: 75.3-76.4). According to Arrian, even though he was ill with a fever, for the first days of his illness he still partook in all his religious duties and gave out orders to his officers to prepare for the Arabian expedition (Arrian Alexander:7.27).
· 323BC

Babylonian Settlement
The day after Alexander's death, his generals gathered to decide how to best proceed. Perdiccas wanted to wait until Roxanne gave birth and if it was a son, he would be the logical heir. However, Lendering says that he only wanted this so he could be regent until the child came of age (Lendering 2017). Curtius Rufus describes how Nearchus wanted Alexander's young son by Barsine to inherit the crown but the Macedonian's vehemently disagreed, almost to the point of mutiny. He also describes how Ptolemy gives the idea that the empire should be ruled by a joint group of men, not just one, effectively splitting the empire up, which seemed to be the most appreciated idea given so far (Rufus Alexander:10.6-7). However, to stop a civil war breaking out, it was agreed that Perdiccas would be regent over Arridaeus until Roxanne's baby was born at which point, if it were a boy, he would be named king. The other generals were all given satrapies to control (Lendering 2017).

· 323BC-322BC

Lamian War
The Lamian War was a conflict between the Aetolian League, led by Athens, and Macedonia. It's purpose was to free the Greek cities from Macedonian dominion, which was unsuccessful. The Aetolian army of 30,000 men was led by the Athenian Leosthenes and they trapped the Macedonian army, led by Antipater, in the city of Lamia until the spring of 322BC. (Britannica 2017). In the summer of 322BC, Craterus arrived from Cicilia with an army to fight the Athenians at the Battle of Crannon, where they surrendered (Lendering 2017).
· 321/20BC

Perdiccas' Invasion of Egypt
Perdiccas invaded Egypt in 321BC after Ptolemy convinced the leader of the escort of Alexander's remains, which Perdiccas had sent to the royal tomb at Aegae, to bring them to Egypt instead. As a result, Perdiccas raised an army and, ordering Eumenes to defend Asia against the Macedonian armies invading from the north, he marched into Egypt. His attempts to cross the Nile resulting in his men being swept away. His attempts to invade were unsuccessful (Mahaffy 1895).

· 321/20BC

Assassination of Perdiccas
As a result of his harsh discipline and multiple failed attempts to cross the Nile and bring battle to Ptolemy, Perdiccas was assassinated by his colonels, Selucus, Peithon and Antigenes. After his death, Ptolemy rode into Perdiccas' camp and was offered the regency by the soldiers (Mahaffy 1895).
· 321/20BC

Treaty of Triparadeisos
In 321BC the generals of Alexander met again to divide Alexander's empire amongst themselves, following on from the Babylonian Settlement. Arrian describes how positions of power were changed with the treaty. Antipater split the empire, giving Egypt and Africa to Ptolemy, Babylonia to Selucus and the other areas within Persia and Asia Minor to other generals while claiming the regency for himself, due to the death of Perdiccas in Egypt (Arrian Events after Alexander).
· 319B

Death of Antipater
After the Treaty of Triparadeisos where Antipater made himself regent over Alexander IV and Arridaeus, he returned to Macedonia with the royal princes. However, he died of old age in the Autumn of 319BC. On his death bed, he named a reliable old officer, Polyperchon, as the new regent, neglecting his son Cassander. As a result, Cassander allied himself with Ptolemy and Antigonus (governor of part of Asia Minor) began a civil war, known as the Second Diadoch War which lasted for over three years (Lendering 2017).
· 316BC

Death of Eumenes
After being defeated in the battle of Gabae by Antigonus in 316BC, Eumenes, the former satrap of Cappadocia, was executed. After this, Antigonus was undisputed master of Asia and spent the next few years reorganising the eastern part of the empire, appointing new satraps and acting as a sole ruler when he returned to Babylon, prompting Selucus to flee to Egypt (Lendering 2017).
· 310BC

Death of Roxanne and Alexander
Roxanne and Alexander were captured by Cassander in 316BC in Macedonia, three years after joining Olympias, who was now dead, in Epirus. Roxanne and Alexander were kept at Amphipolis and executed in 310BC (Britannia 2014).
· 312BC

Battle of Gaza
The battle of Gaza was between the armies of Ptolemy and Demetrius (son of Antigonus). Diodorus  describes how Ptolemy and Seleucus, his ally, were too strong for Demetrius, especially since he was such an inexperienced general. Consequently, Demetrius's troops fled the battlefield and some returned into the city of Gaza where they were besieged by Ptolemy and the city fell to him that same day. Demetrius sent a herald to Ptolemy, asking for the return of his dead so he could bury them, many being noble men of note, a request that Ptolemy readily agreed (Diodorus Library, Vol X: 19.81-86).
· 306BC

Antigonus and Demetrius declared Kings
In 306BC, Demetrius sailed for Cyprus with 15,000 mercenaries on warships and defeated Menelaus, Ptolemy's brother and the governor of the island. Ptolemy was also defeated at sea when he came to his brothers aid. Ptolemy had now lost his influence in the Aegean. In celebration, Antigonus and Demetrius took the title of King and wore a royal diadem, followed soon by Ptolemy, Seleucus, Lysimachus and Cassander (Davis, Kraay 1973: 145-146).
· 301BC

Battle of Ipsus
Demetrius landed in Thessaly with a large army, determined to crush Cassander once and for-all. As a result, Ptolemy and Seleucus allied themselves with Cassander and Lysimachus. Lysimachus took marched an army into Asia Minor and headed for Phrygia, Antigonus' base satrapy. Hearing about the invasion from his new capital in Syria, Antigonus rushed north, recalling Demetrius from Thessaly as well. Seleucus and Lysimachus managed to join their armies together and crush the Antigonid army, killing Antigonus in the field. This resulted in the Antigonid army being carved up with Asia Minor going to Lysimachus, Syria went to Seleucus and Ptolemy held on to Palestine and southern Syria (Davis, Kraay 1973: 147-148).

· 283BC

Accession of Ptolemy II
Ptolemy II (or Ptolemy Philadelphus) came to the throne as a co-ruler around 2 years before his father died, at the age of 25. He seemed to be a lavish spender and celebrated his accession with lavish pageants which included parades of wild animals, huge statues of the Gods and vast amounts of gold being carried around the city (Davis, Kraay 1973:151-152).
· 281BC - 277BC

Galatanian Invasion
The Celts from north of Thrace, or the 'Galatae' tribe pushed into Macedonia and Ptolemy Keraunos, son of Ptolemy I and King of Macedon, tried to push them back with a small force and was quickly cut to pieces, leaving Macedon with no King. The Gauls pushed further into Greece, raiding Delphi but eventually being defeated by the Aetolian League. This Gallic invasion showed the necessity of a strong Macedonian state to protect Greece from the north (Davis, Kraay 1973:224).
· 260BC – 253BC 

Second Syrian War
The Second Syrian War was started by the Seleucid King, Antiochus II, aided by the Macedonian King (Antigonus Gonatus) in a successful campaign to retake Phoenicia and Anatolia, taken from them in the First Syrian War by Ptolemy II of Egypt (Britannica 1998).

· 246BC – 241BC

Third Syrian War
Known as the War of Laodice because of the Seleucid empire being represented by two rival queens, Laodice in Asia Minor and Berenice in Syria, both pushing for their sons to be named King after the death of Antiochus II (Bevan 1966:181). Ptolemy III invades Syria, claiming to be avenging the murder of his relative, the young son of Berenice. The war wages for five years, involving the Kings Seleucus II and Antiochus Hierax, the sons of  Laodice, Ptolemy III and Antigonus II of Macedon, with battles both on land and on sea. By the end of the war, Ptolemy III had lost some of their territories in the Aegean but gained control over the Syrian Coast (Lendering 2007). 
· 245BC

Bactrian Independence
Diodotus I was made Satrap of Bactria by Antiochus I in 256BC and over a number of years he revolted against their Seleucid overlords, stopping the payment of tributes to them and eventually declaring himself King of Bactria. Antiochus II took no military action against the revolt but instead married his sister to Diodotus in 247BC to form some sort of alliance (Davis, Kraay 1973: 234).

· 245BC

Parthian Independence
At around the same time that Bactria declared themselves independent, Parthia also revolted against the Seleucids. The Satrap, Andragoras, declared independence and began minting coins with his portrait on, but didn't call himself King. He was killed some years later by a Scythian chieftain, Arsaces, who declared himself King and ruled for many years (Davis, Kraay 1973: 197).
· 219BC

Second Illyrian War 
The Second Illyrian War was fought between the Regent of Illyria, Demetrius of Pharos, and the Romans, led by the two consuls of the year, L. Aemilius Paullus and M. Livius Salinator. The war started because Demetrius breached the peace treaty that was created at the end of the First Illyrian War. By the end of the war, Demetrius had been defeated and had fled to the court of Philip V of Macedon and the regency of Illyria was passed to Scerdilaidas, an ally of Rome (Rickard 2008).
· 197BC

Battle of Cynocephalae
The Battle of Cynocephalae was between Rome and Philip V of Macedon. It occured because Philip was waging war against Rome's allies, including Ptolemy IV of Egypt. Two Roman legions landed in Illyria and crushed the Macedonian forces, destroying the army. As payment for his defeat, Philip had to pay large sums of money to the Roman and give up most of his fleet, some of his territory land provide hostages (Davis, Kraay 1973: 227).
· 196BC

Flaminus' Declaration at the Isthmian Games
At the Isthmian Games of 196BC, Flaminus, the Roman General, had a declaration read out that stated that, because Rome had crushed Philip V at the Battle of Cynocephalae, a number of Greek cities, including Corinth, were now free from military or economic domination. According to Polybius, the crowds were so overjoyed that they almost crushed Flaminus in their attempts to touch him and show their appreciation (Polybius Hist:18.46).
· 188BC

Treaty of Apameia
After being crushed by the Romans at the Battle of Magnesia in 190BC, Antiochus III of the Seleucid dynasty was forced to sign a peace treaty at Apameia. The result of this was that he had to pay a vast sum of money as an indemnity and he was forbidden from entering Asia Minor. This means that his dreams of dominating Alexander's empire were dead. He was murdered soon afterwards by a mob while trying to raid the temple of Anaitis in Elymais (Davis, Kraay 1973:203).
· 168BC

Battle of Pydna 
The Battle of Pydna was the final battle in the war between Rome and Perseus of Macedon. It ended the Third Macedonian War and it's ultimate consequence was that after the total defeat of Perseus, Rome now controlled Greece and Macedonia completely (Wasson 2015). After Rome assumed control, Macedonia was split into four republics and the Antigonid dynasty was eliminated (Davis, Kraay 1973:229).
· 168BC

Antiochus IV's second invasion of Egypt
Antiochus IV's nephew, Ptolemy VI, was King of Egypt when he was captured by Antiochus' army as it marched across Egypt towards Alexandria. Ptolemy VI's younger brother and his sister (Cleopatra) were crowned in Alexandria in his stead. Antiochus returned to Syria in 169BC, leaving Ptolemy VI ruling Egypt in Memphis with his brother and sister ruling in Alexandria, leaving Egypt divided. In his second invasion of Egypt in 168BC, Antiochus marched to Alexandria but was met by the Romans, fresh from their victory against Perseus in Macedon, who demanded that he leave Egypt immediately.  Left with little choice, Antiochus IV and his army left Egypt immediately (Davis, Kraay 1973: 208).
· 167BC – 160BC

Maccabean Revolt
In the small area of Judea in Syria, a civil war had broken out in Jerusalem against the High Priest, Menelaus. In response, Antiochus raided the city, selling it's occupants into slavery and raping and looting with abundance. The resulting revolt, with the rebels being led by Judas Maccabaeus, lasted for many years and was almost impossible to quash. It ended with an amnesty for the rebels, who were allowed to return to their homes and former occupations with no punishment (Davis, Kraay 1973:211).
· 146BC

Sack of Corinth
The Achaean League, which Corinth was part of, was defeated by Rome in 146BC. As a result, Lucius Mummius, the Roman commander, entered the city and sacked it, destroying it completely. It was brought back to life in 44BC when Julius Caesar established it as a Roman colony (Cartwright 2009).
· 64BC

Death of Mithradates
Mithridates VI, King of Pontus, died in 63BC after asking one of his soldiers to stab him through the body. He did this because he had been continuously beaten in battle by the Romans and, as he was regrouping and trying to prepare for another attack, his son led a mutiny against him as the troops refused to fight anymore (Davis, Kraay 1973:269). Appian says that when Mithridates was awaken by the mutineers shouting, he sent a messenger to ask what they wanted and they replied that: “We want your son to be king; we want a young man instead of an old one who is ruled by eunuchs, the slayer of so many of his sons, his generals, and his friends.” (Appian Roman History: 12.22.110).
· 31BC

Battle of Actium
The Battle of Actium marked the beginning of the end of the war between Octavianus Caesar and Mark Antony with his lover and ally Cleopatra of Egypt. It was a naval battle on the Ionian Sea which ended with Cleopatra and her ships fleeing the battle, quickly followed by Mark Antony on a small five-oared galley, chasing after the woman that ruined him, according to Plutarch (Plutarch Mark Antony:66.3-4).
· 224AD 

End of Parthian Empire
The Parthian King, Artabanus V, was defeated multiple times in battle and eventually killed in 224AD marking the end of the Parthian Empire and the beginning of the Second Persian Empire with Ardashir of the Sasanid dynasty at the helm (Colledge 1967:173).
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