In this essay I will be discussing the lengths to which the first crusade was a truly novel idea. A crusade can be defined in a number of ways depending on one’s viewpoint. The traditionalist view of is that a holy war can only be considered a crusade if the destination to reach is Jerusalem, as that is the holy land. Pluralists are of the view that there can be multiple objectives or destinations for a holy war to be considered a crusade. For example, the war has to be called on by the Pope, the crusaders have to wear a cross and take a vow, also the war has to have genuine religious motivation. The generalist view on what makes a crusade non-specific as they believe all should be classes as a crusade. They do not define or categorise crusades as they believe that the concept and structure is a modern scholar’s invention. [footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Rosson, L. (2007). Defining the Crusades: Traditionalists, Pluralists, Generalists. https://rossonl.wordpress.com/2007/01/01/defining-the-crusades-traditionalists-pluralists-generalists/ (Accessed on: 24/01/20). ] 

For 
The first crusade was from 1096 to 1099 and was called by Pope Urban II in 1095 to go to the holy land and reclaim it from the Muslims and make it Christian land once again. This can be considered to be the first true crusade for a number of reasons. For starters, it is not called the first crusade for nothing, also this crusade had papal authority which is a big factor for many scholars in making a holy war be a crusade. This crusade also had the intent, and the success, in reaching Jerusalem to reclaim it as Christian land.   
In 1095 Pope Urban II delivered a speech in France alleging that Christians in the east were ‘enduring dreadful oppression and abuse at the hands of their ‘savage’ Muslim masters’, all whilst living in the heart of Christianity, the ‘Holy City of Jerusalem. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Asbridge, T. (2004). The First Crusade. ] 



Against 
However, before the first crusade was over there was another crusade, the Peasant’s crusade, which took place over about six months in 1096, the same year in which Pope Urban II called the second crusade.


Conclusion 

