



A magistrate court is the lowest court there is. It deals with summary offences and triable either way offences. Magistrate courts have no jury and instead are tried by people in the community. All cases start in the magistrate court and 95% end here. There are 160 magistrate courts in England and Wales. Magistrate courts have limited sentencing powers. Under the magistrate court there is youth court which deals with 10–17-year-olds. A magistrate can either be professionally qualified as a judge or be a member of the community. There is normally a judge, or three members of the community also known as lay people.
Magistrates’ main responsibility is to hear trials for summary offences and triable either way offences. Magistrates also deal with the sentencing of offenders that are found guilty in the magistrate court. They are allowed give a maximum of six months sentence unless the offender is convicted of two or more triable either way offences. In which case, magistrates can then sentence up to twelve months. When it comes to sentencing in the youth court offenders can be given training orders, curfew, supervision, educational requirements. Magistrates can also give youth offenders detention in a youth offender for up to 24 months.
The characteristics of a magistrate court differs to a criminal court as there’s no jury. In a magistrate’s court they’ll be a judge/three lay people, legal adviser, witnesses, solicitors for prosecution and defence, defendant, victims, clerk and a public gallery. When it comes to youth court, there’s no formal gallery, the child is addressed by their name and there’s no public gallery.
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