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ECAD4013: Learners, schools and communities: Where am I teaching? 
(This was formerly known as ECAD4009)

Module aims:
· To engage students with the knowledge and understanding of the political, cultural and social landscape of education in Wales. 
 
· To provide students with a range of opportunities to understand the varied nature of the contexts in which they will teach.

Module Content

A key concept that runs through this module, and subsequent modules in this thread, is that of social justice. Students develop an understanding of this idea and of how it operates within the school system and in the wider world.

This module introduces students to the Curriculum for Wales framework. In addition, it helps students secure an understanding of the four purposes of the curriculum and the areas of learning and experience, especially health and well-being and its relation to being ready to learn.
Students consider how learning environments impact on children’s social, emotional, physical and cognitive development and well-being, and secure an understanding of the key features of an effective learning environment. 

Students acquire an understanding of the diverse nature of the population of Wales, its learners and their communities, including aspects such as bilingualism, cultural, geographical, religious and socio-economic factors. They spend time considering the effects of poverty, particularly on the attainment gap, and they learn about what measures are taken to mitigate those effects.

They learn about their professional responsibility in relation to working in a bilingual education system: for example, the development of Welsh Language in the curriculum, and associated legislative requirements.

Additionally, students explore the needs of learners from diverse cultural, linguistic, religious and socio-economic backgrounds to ensure equity, and show an appreciation that these needs may change in a dynamic school population. 

They learn about how learners, schools and communities work together.


They develop the knowledge and skills needed to understand the nature of the community in which a school is placed, and to question personal assumptions and beliefs that might lead to stereotyping.


Assignment and submission date
A digital poster, entitled “Start at My Feet”, in which you briefly outline how a school works with parents and the wider community. The poster should be followed by a commentary. In the commentary, explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being. Demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures and your Bridging experiences.
Submission date: 15.01.24
Other useful information
There are two Bridging sessions included in this module. The first enables students to look at the classroom environment and the second requires them to find out about how schools work with parents and the community.
The network lead will run the Bridging sessions.
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