Jon Krakauer

Award winning writer and outdoor enthusiast, Jon Krakauer embodies the outdoor spirit.  Born in Brookline, Massachusetts in 1954 and from as early as eight years old, displayed a burning passion and love for the outdoors. Perhaps most notably famous for his writing accomplishments, Jon Krakauer is an avid mountain climber with experience in the most dangerous and volatile climbing regions. As the author of ‘Into Thin Air’, Krakauer pulls on his personal experience as a survivor of the tragic 1996 Mount Everest Disaster which claimed the lives of eight climbers in one day. Krakauers’ story earned him an Academy Award in Literature.
Most of us fear death. Most of us yearn to comprehend how we got here, and why — which is to say, most of us ache to know the love of our creator. And we will no doubt feel that ache, most of us, for as long as we happen to be alive. Jon Krakauer (Under the Banner of Heaven: A Story of Violent Faith 2003)
In ‘Into The Wild’, Krakauer tells the story of Chris McCandless, who ventured into the wild Alaska and never returned. The reader can tell that Krakauer holds a deep respect and admiration for Chris McCandless, despite the fact that McCandless began his adventure completely lacking in knowledge, equipment and ultimately respect for the unforgiving nature of the outdoors. Krakauer himself spent three weeks alone in the Stikine Icecap region of Alaska in an expedition very similar to that of Chris McCandless. Krakauer devised new climbs up many of the most challenging and dangerous climbs in the region during his time there.
Aside from his writings on the outdoors, Krakauer has appeared in a number of magazines including Architectural Digest, National Geographic Magazine, Rolling Stone and Smithsonian. In 1983, Krakauer became a full time writer for Outside magazine. One of his most famous works, the 1996 Mount Everest Disaster, was originally an article in the magazine before he wrote the novel ‘Into Thin Air’. 
Straddling the top of the world, one foot in China and the other in Nepal, I cleared the ice from my oxygen mask, hunched a shoulder against the wind, and stared absently down at the vastness of Tibet. I understood on some dim, detached level that the sweep of earth beneath my feet was a spectacular sight. I'd been fantasizing about this moment, and the release of emotion that would accompany it, for many months. But now that I was finally here, actually standing on the summit of Mount Everest, I just couldn't summon the energy to care. Jon Krakauer (Into Thin Air 1997)
Not only is Jon Krakauer an outdoor enthusiast, he displays a deep passion and understanding of the human nature through his writings, a natural writer. 
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