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Analysis

Reading stories to children and young people is vital, especially in the child’s early years. It can introduce them to new experiences, environments and situations in order to broaden and deepen their imaginations. It can be an effective method of assisting children to deal with real-life circumstances (National Literacy Trust, 2020).
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According to research, the activity that occurs within the brain when a child is read to or is reading for themselves is similar to the experience of the circumstance in real life, therefore allowing children to be able to handle the same situation in real life (Kuhl, 2010).

Storytelling improves the child’s language, literacy and communication development as children will come across a variety of new words and language such as phrases, rhymes, metaphors and tongue twisters (Cooper, Collins & Saxby, 1992: Dyson & Genishi, 1994)
Traditional stories play a big part in teaching children within school, explaining a variety of situations and for children to pick up new words (Robin, 2008).
From an early age throughout higher education, digital storytelling is accessible at all levels of education. Storytelling provides development in creative thinking and fine motor abilities (Zomer & Kay, 2014). It provides extra opportunities for a collaborative approach between adults and children. (O'Byrne et al 2018)

Within the traditional story video, the use of repetition is used throughout the ‘Super worm’ storybook. This is beneficial for children as it allows them to feel a part of the storytelling and can improve their memory skills. According to Doctor Maria Montessori “Repetition is the secret of perfection” (View, 2018).  The repeated language and the usage of these words serve as an easy and fun way to remember without the possible boredom or irritation. (Prosic-Santovac, 2015, p. 27).

 According to Piaget (1936) stories with repetition allow children to develop their language and cognitive skills.

 Through repetition the children will pick up on a range of language skills quicker and therefore progress within their development further. 
  Within the traditional story onomatopoeia was used for example, bang, crash or pop. This supports the child’s language and literacy by exploring different writing methods (BBC Bitesize, 2020).

Rhyming words improves the children’s memory and word retention. Within the storybook ‘Super worm’ rhyming words are used such as long and strong. These words give children an advantage within their language comprehension. (Read et al, 2014).
According to David Crystal (2017) through story telling children will benefit and engage more when the reader uses accents and changes voices for different characters. He believed that children will listen more deeply if you say it in a way that’s worth remembering.  

According to Bettelheim (1903), fairy tales and storytelling regards these stories as a form of therapy, allowing the children to explore and comprehend their own emotions and feelings. His theory also expresses the importance books have to help children with their everyday life. 
 The Languages, Literacy, and Communications Section for Knowledge and Experience will give opportunity to improve knowledge and abilities in listening, reading, speaking, and writing. It seeks to promote the study of many languages as a means of learning about civilizations other than our own and widening our perspectives (Gov.wales, 2019).

In comparison to conventional storytelling, students who utilise digital storytelling can connect with the speech and language used in today’s generation, according to Hofer and Swan, (2006 p.679) Digital competence is the collection of skills and critical use of technology and systems. This allows children and young people to learn about technology and stay up to date with modern technology (Welsh government, 2020)
Within the digital storytelling video, it is easy for children to see the pages of the book and allows the students to be multiliterate (Robin, 2016). Digital storytelling provides a larger audience, cooperation and the overall grasp of oral storytelling. 
  Within the digital storytelling video there was space left for the children to answer questions and become a part of the storytelling. 

   To improve next time lighting should be considered there were times when the screen was not totally visible. This is one of the negatives of digital storytelling, more consideration must be considered such as position of the screen, lighting and timing of the video (Gaille, 2019).

 Children who have been exposed to a range of stories have more advanced spoken language abilities. Storytime may be beneficial to your child's first, second, and third languages, as well as any foreign language (The Scottish Government, 2016).

During the pandemic many schools uploaded stories online for children, digital environment for the children.
  The current pandemic has resulted in children and young people missing out on vital learning time within schools (Kartushina et al., n.d.).

 Parent and caregivers have had to look after and teach their children independently. Most parents relying on work being sent online from teachers. By children missing out on key areas of their learning this has impacted their development greatly. 

  According to Birken, (2017) 49 percent of children were at risk of speech delay for every 30 minutes increase in handheld screen use. 
  Within the digital video the reader points at words and pictures on the screen to grab the children’s attention. This is using a method of emergent writing. (Neaum, 2012).  Emergent writing enables children to understand that writing has a function and therefore comprehension increases. 
Bruner (1966) believed that pointing to the words allowed the children to promote the three modes of representation, which include Enactive, iconic and symbolic. 
For both the traditional and digital, more consideration should be taken for children with hearing impairments. This can be done through turning to face the audience and the reader not covering their mouth, this allows the children to read lips and understand what you are saying. In the United Kingdom, 45,000 children were diagnosed with hearing loss. Hearing loss can have impacts on the child’s speech and language, listening skills and self-esteem (Brown, 2020, p.6).

Within both stories the reader asked the children questions, this allows the children to be able to express their thoughts and feelings about the book. This improves the children and young people’s oracy skills. 
The use of props within the traditional story allow for children to see the story come to life. Children with hearing impairments benefit from seeing props. It allows the children to not feel excluded as they can follow the story through props and expressions (Datta, 2022). Within the traditional story video, we can see that the reader has used props that relate to the story. There are toys from the story that are placed around and a witch hat wore to represent the wizard lizard within the story.
Language exposure in the first year of life alters neural circuity even before children say their first words, according to neurological and behavioural studies.  

   Research has been undertaken to prove the theory that new-born babies are able to hear specific noises whilst in the womb, and these sounds can be recalled when they are older (Alvarez-Buylla, Theelen, & Nottebohm, 1988; Dean et al., 2002; Robinson, Kleven, & Johnson, 2005). 
 By the end of the second trimester it has been found that a baby can recognise and hear their mother’s voice with the addition of some muffled outside world noise (Anning & Edwards, 2006; Reissland, Francis, Madon & Lincoln, 2011; Paul, 2010)

By the age of seven children are expected to be able to use long and complex phrases, and understand other’s points of view (Crowley, 2014; Neaum, 2012; Saxton, 2017).
 A child’s language ability is determined by the opportunities and interaction provided by their caregivers. 
A large vocabulary is essential for becoming a confident reader. The wider range of words a child learns from a young age, impacts their capability to read and communicate at a higher level (GOV, 2016) 

   It has been recorded that almost 400,000 children do not own any books within their homes, this is impacting on their language, literacy and communication skills (Deavita, 2020) This means adults are relying on the school to teach their children how to read, this can become difficult to do if the child is not also learning at home. An equal balance should be maintained and a partnership created between teacher and caregivers.

Storytelling can promote children and young people’s oracy skills. The development of communications skill is vital for children and young people to reach their fullest potential (Lodge, 2020, p.3).
 Adults such as parents and teachers must ensure that they are encouraging oracy within children, this can be done through questioning and answering, developing listening skills and identifying non-verbal cues (Alexander, 2012.).
   According to Vygotsky adults should scaffold children and support them within their development. This method is allowing the adults to teach the children by expanding on the material they already know (Topçiu and Myftiu, 2015).
  The welsh government (2020) aims to raise literacy standards across schools and other childcare settings to improve the overall ability of language and communication skills. They ensure this by making sure that literacy and numeracy is embedded within the school curriculum and in all aspects of the classroom (Welsh government, 2013)
Reading stories to children can develop a child’s reading and writing skills. Children and young people need to be supported to develop these skills. It allows them to improve their active participation and teaches language use and layout of a story (UTA Online, 2015).

Digital literacy skills are important to develop as the relevance is increasing throughout everyday life, it should be encouraged and taught in the same position as literacy and numeracy (Donaldson, 2015: 40). Children are being brought up with technology so therefore it needs to be a part of the children’s learning in school in order to engage them within their own learning. 

The adult has a major part to play within the children’s development and learning. They must ensure that they provide enough opportunities for the children to write and allow them to see the joys of reading, writing and communicating (Victoria state government, 2019).
  Adults must make sure that they are modelling good behaviour and showing the children them writing on a daily basis (Neaum,2012).

Storytelling is beneficial for all ages whether it is a traditional story or a digital one. It allows each age group to develop their language methods and improve their communication. Books allow children to experience new situations and gain further knowledge is a quick and easy manner. Books can bring children and adults closer and therefore develop a closer bond with each other.
-
To conclude both methods of storytelling are vital within a child’s language development, with a variety of skills that help improve a child’s overall language, literacy and communication. I believe that traditional storytelling can bring a closer connection between reader and the children listening, especially if props are involved. When props are encouraged to be used by children the experience of listening to a story is greater. 

For future practice I believe that both methods of story- telling should play an equal part in a child’s learning. Computers have become an integral part of daily life. It is important that a child’s education is reflective of that. However young children especially learn through all their senses. Therefore, the sound of the pages of a book turning, the excitement for what the next turn of the page will reveal, the feel of the paper and the smell of the print all serve to arouse and maintain interest. This creates a feeling of intimacy and inclusion. A child can ask the reader questions and share their reactions to the story. 
As a school resource a collaboration of both traditional and digital story-telling seems the most effective. 
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