Descriptive Writing Example
Topic: The Relationship Between Poverty and Crime
The relationship between poverty and crime has been widely studied. Research shows that areas with higher poverty rates tend to have higher crime rates. For instance, a study by Smith (2020) found that neighbourhoods with poverty rates above 20% had significantly higher incidences of violent crime compared to wealthier areas. Additionally, Jones (2019) reported that economic hardship can lead to increased stress and desperation, which may drive individuals to commit crimes.
Critical Analysis Writing Example
Topic: The Relationship Between Poverty and Crime
While the relationship between poverty and crime is well-documented, it is essential to critically evaluate the underlying factors and theoretical explanations. Smith’s (2020) study highlights a correlation between high poverty rates and increased violent crime, suggesting that economic deprivation may contribute to criminal behaviour. However, this perspective may oversimplify the issue. For instance, Jones (2019) argues that economic hardship alone cannot account for the complexity of crime causation. Other factors, such as social disorganisation and lack of access to education and employment opportunities, also play crucial roles. Furthermore, the strain theory posits that individuals in impoverished areas may experience heightened frustration due to blocked opportunities, leading to criminal behaviour as a means of achieving societal goals (Merton, 1938). This multifaceted approach underscores the need to consider a range of social, economic, and psychological factors when analysing the poverty-crime nexus.
Key Differences
Descriptive Writing: Focuses on presenting facts and summarising information without interpretation or evaluation.
Critical Analysis Writing: Goes beyond description to evaluate and interpret the information, considering different perspectives, theories, and implications.





