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FIRST REVELATION

¢.610 — Muhammad retreats
to a cave on Mount Hira, in the
month of Ramadan [Il 105];

“The apostle would pray in
seclusion on Hira every year

for a month to practice
tahannuth as was the custom

of Quraysh in heathen
days. Tahannuth is religious
devotion.” [II 105]
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Session 1: Approaches to law, systems of
religious authority, diversity of
approaches, interpretation of Islamic
sources

Session 2: Examples will be drawn from
online Q&A sites demonstrating ‘fatwas’
and edicts, and the range of issues
impacting on family, belief,

economics. Students can explore some of
the sites themselves (under guidance).
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* gara’a - to read, to recite

* Arabic language (some non-
Arabic words - of Turkish, Greek,
Persian origins)

"It is a Qur’an. We have divided into
parts in order that you may recite it
* Revealed gradually over 23 to people at intervals: We have
years, often in relation to specific revealed it by stages."

events.
THE QUR’AN 17:106

lemgest Shortest at

end. (al-
Nas)

first verse: last verse shortest
estimated: 96:1 Surah 5:3 Surah 114 suras 6235 ayat sura: four
al-'Alaq al-Ma'idah ayat

longest: first
286 ayat. (except al-
Fatihah)
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* Mecca period: first 12.5 years of
Muhammad in Mecca (19 out of
Memorised during lifetime of Prophet. 30 parts)
Inscribed on wood, stones, bones.
Collected by Uthman after death of
70+ memorisers (Battle of Yamanah) * Madinah period: 9.5 years (but
11-14 Hijrah: Zayd b. Thabit (Prophet's longer surahs).
scribe) compiled texts.
Several versions. Uthman asked Zayd

to verify accuracy of text: compile into
single volume.

/4

* Not classified subject wise « food:

©2:168,172-3
*5:1-4
© 6:118-21, 145-6

*i.e. alcohol:

SUBJECTS IN

*5:90-91
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Satan:

Jesus:
*2:14 *19:30
* 7:20-22 ©2:88
*31:21 * 4:153-8
* 4:38 * 5:109-117

* Muslims cannot be selective: have g * Inthe Qur'an, exegesis may be

to follow all of the Qur'an. necessary to interpret hidden meanings
from texts; understand the context of

. 350 legal ayatin Q. revelation. Who is qualified?

who is quallfled to . inspiration (Q.28:8, 16:68, 19.11,

6.112, 8.12).

. 140 devotional matters

FOLLOWING THE - 30ayat on crimes interpret hidden . revelation:inspiration in dream (37:102)
QU R’AN . 30 ayat re justice mea n|ng$ |n the Ibrahim gets vision re. sacrifice

2 ? . speech hidden away (27:8) God speaks
qur an: to Moses

. 10 ayat re economic matters

* [disagreement on figures, etc.] . via Messenger (Gabriel to Muhammad)
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* ahkam (pl of hukm)

* General rulings (in Qur'an,

Sunna).

* Legally relevant verses (500
ding of Shariah approx) in Qur'an.

hich defines rights

* Post hijrah, Madini verses

A YA VAN
After Muhammad ANANAN

Who was to lead the Muslim community after the death of Muhammad?

Ultimate sovereign in Islarpj Muhammad was God’s vice-regent on
earth (caliph - successor y)

After the death of Muhammad, there was the problem of who was going to
lead the Muslim community. Muhammad was the Final Prophet - therefore
no more Prophets would come to lead the community.

There was a need for leadership, in order that the Revelation could be
preserved - and Islam could develop and spread further (keeping the
momentum established by Muhammad). There was also the need for an
arbiter of disputes and maker of community decisions.

23
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* The first caliphs - Abu Bakr and
‘Umar - were associated with o4 ) )
Muhammad, through marriage = * “O men, if you worship

// and clan ties. Tl e Muhammad, Muhammad is
/// #'- dead; if your worship God, God is
~ " ~v 8 alive”
* There are a number of
references to them within
biographical sources relating to
the Prophet.

These military campaigns were
Abu Bakr (r. 632-4) affirmed his authority with a maintained by the second caliph
series of military campaigns - which carried “Umar ibn al-Khattab (r. 634-44)
Islam into (and beyond) the frontier regions of who conquered Damascus in 63é
empires. Abu Bakr maintained the momentum .

of Islam, and was drawn northwards to richer By the end of his reign, Islam could

Syria and Iraq with his army, conquering Arabia be found within the whole of

and entering Palestine. Arabia, part of the former
Sasanian Empire, and the
conquered Syrian and Egyptian
provinces of the Byzantine
Empire.

/4




* Tensions and conflicts re-
surfaced in the reign of the third
caliph, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (644-
56) who was chosen after Umar
was assassinated (in a private
feud). ‘Uthman - an early convert
to Islam - came from one of the
senior families that had followed
Muhammad. Uthman sought to
reconcile the factions disputing
power.

/4
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However, Uthman appointed
members of his own clan as
provincial governors. This aroused
opposition, in Madina (from the
sons of Companions and the
Prophet’s wife A'isha - and in Kufa
and Fustat. Some tribes resented
the domination of Meccans in
their affairs. This unrest led to
Uthman’s murder in 656.

/4

The claimant to the title of caliph was Ali ibn Abi Talib (656-
61), a Quraysh;, anearly convert to Islam, and.a cousin of
Muhammad who had married Muhammad’s daughter
Fatima. He was opposed, both by Uthman's clan, and by.
others who disputed his election’s validity:



Ali established himself as caliphin Kufa. His opponents based themselves in Basra.
He defeated them, but was faced by a challenge from Syria.

The governor of Syria was Mu’awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (661-80)- a relative of Uthman.

Their forces met at Siffin, on the upper Euphrates, where after fighting they agreed
on arbitration.

Ali agreed, but was deserted by some of his supporters, who did not want their
position compromised. Ali’s alliance grew weaker, and he was assassinated in Kufa.
Mu’awiya proclaimed himself caliph, and Ali and Fatima’s elder son Hasan
consented.

The lines of authority that becomes known as Shi'ism
follow diverse branches and affiliations through to the
present day, representing different forms of religious
authority leading back to the Prophet Muhammad.
Authority is transmitted through hereditary lines

The graphic represents the IthnaAshari branches of
twelve imams, which is linked to the majority of Shi'i
Muslims in the contemporary world.
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In 61AH/680 Husayn (Muhammad’s grandson
and Ali and Fatima’s youngest son) led a force
against the Umayyads.

On 10th Muharram, at Karbala in Iraqg, Husayn,
and most of his family and followers were
defeated and killed by an yyad force.

The Umayyad caliphate
maintained power for nearly a
century.

They became an Arab
aristocracy, ruling over non-

abs (including Muslims),
utilising an imperial-style
infrastructure, based in Syria,
borrowing from pre-Islamic
trends.
The caliphate passed from father
to son, with a capital in
Damascus.
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Rudimentary groups: Mahdfist groups:
“Non-denominational *Ahmadiyya
Muslims T
“{m”:_’;m.an “Faradian N.OL.
< (Nation of Islam)

Islamic Law — Concepts and
Application in Sunni Islam

37

Sources:

Tastan, Osman. "Law." Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World, edited by Richard C.

Martin, vol. 1, Macmillan Reference USA, 2004, pp. 405-411. G;

Ebrahim Moosa, ‘Ethical Landscape: Laws, Norms, and Morality’, in Kenney, Jeffrey

Thomas, and Ebrahim Moosa. 2014. Islgm in the Modern World London: Routledze, Tavior
S

Aminah Beverly McCloud, ‘Muslims as minorities in the West’, in McCloud, Aminah
Beverly, Scott W. Hibbard, and Laith Al-Saud. 2013. Ap introduction to Islam in the 21st.

century, Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell,

39
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ISLAM & ETHICS
Define ‘ethics’:

Noun: “The science of morals, that branch
of philosophy which is concerned with
human character and conduct: a system of

morals, rules of behaviour: a treatise on
morals.”

10


http://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3403500270/GVRL%3Fu=walamp&sid=GVRL&xid=3ce321be.
https://whel-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/8jmhd5/44UWTSD_ALMA51182245960002421
http://www.123library.org/book_details/%3Fid=64251.%2520%E2%80%8B

how to behave, what is right, good
questions as to answers given in answering (1)
questions re. words used answering | & II.

JOHN MACQUARRIE A DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS |

Christian-centred definition.
Problematic in context of Islam

41
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ETHICS IN ISLAM

Il is important to distinguish how the term ethics was used i
BT e B e TSGR BertoT 1 the

premodern period, ethics was chicfly concerned about the formation
and disciplining of the self through the cultivation of practices that
were deemed "good conduct.

uch conduct was natpralized through education, i
e g o T The e Mtuslim
internalize the valoes that underlay an ethical ife..

...Now ethics is conceived of as a set of abstract values, derived from
sotrces that do not always completely resonate with the historical e
glven the massive global transformations of cultures and value:
Slthoushhe ae‘rlé%‘x‘&“ﬂﬂ‘iﬁﬁ‘%“coﬁuﬁ’f‘f{ﬁf'es“‘é?e‘}%ﬁlﬁﬁfé%&'\}‘e( ica
identities in the Jf of
culture, and history.”

gnd the Muslim World, edited by Richard n, vol. 1, Macmillan
eference USA, 2004, pp. 224-331. Gale eBo

Moosa, Ebraim, "Ethics and Socal ssues Encyclopedia of Isam
C. i

Arabic: Aklaqg: ‘ethics’

kulg, kulug (pl.) Innate
peculiarity, natural disposition,

character, temper, nature >> pl.

aklag: character (of a person);
morals; morality

‘ilm al-aklaq: ethics, moral
science, morals
kulgi ethic(al), moral

HANS WEHR ARABIC-ENGLISH
DICTIONARY

What kinds of issues could be
classified as ethical issues in

Islam?

44
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http://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CX3403500144/GVRL%3Fu=walamp&sid=GVRL&xid=9e566ade
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Marriage
Individual and
community Divorce
conduct

Within an ‘Islamic’ model of society, such
ethical issues can be interpreted
according to specific principles and
precedents.

Public order Crime

Property Punishment

ownership

45

Islam provides a system (or systems) of ethical
and moral behaviour, based on the Divine
Revelation from God, received by Muhammad
via the Angel Gabriel.

° P e o Sira (biographical sources Sharfah = knowledige of
on the Life of fikh + tenets of faith
“akida

mmad)

Kalam (‘theology’) Usul ulrﬁ(kh}h«I;!{a)mic legal

system. Islam is seen as din (a way of life).

Other Sources (i.e. Shi'a,
Suf, sects) specific to
regions/cultures.

12
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Shari’a and Fikh

Usul ul-fikh - ‘Islamic legal theory’ :
primarily fixed part of law, derived through
Qur‘an and Sunnah. Directly, or literally: i.e.
through analogy (qiyas). [e.g. alcohol,
intoxication > drug abuse]

Who is qualified to establish usul ul-fikh =
controversy. Beyond Qur’an and Sunnah?
Fugaha (pl.) = jurist. [sing. Fagih]

IN = Nyazee, Imran Ahsan khan. Thgerigs of lamic Law.

«ilm - knowledge (same meaning as fikh)

kalam = theology. Not separated from
fikh until 2nd century A.H.

Shari’‘ah knowledge of fikh + knowledge
of the tenets of faith ‘akida

fikh literally means
‘understanding.”

Usul ul fikh = roots
of understanding.

asl = root

“The real distinction between shari‘ah
and fikh ... is that shari’ah is the law
itself, while fikh is a knowledge of that
law - its jurisprudence.”

Knowledge + Rules

51
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* Mujtahids and other jurists have
to interpret this knowledge.

* Special training required
(according to some!)

« Specific sciences to determine
analogy. Specialisations.
Consensus (ijma). Various
readings of shari‘ah.

Specific laws are classified: wajib
(obligatory), mandub (recommended)

mubah (permissible) makruh (disproved)
and haram (prohibited). [IN]

1. Rights of God (hagq Allah)
2 Rights of individual (haqq al-abd)
3. 1+2

4 Collective community rights

14
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* Sunni comes from the word Sunnah -
which means a path, a way, a manner of
life.

« The traditions, actions, and sayings of the
Prophet are the Sunnah.

A Sunni is one of the path - a
traditionalist.

Some instructions in the Qur'an are very
clear: for example the following of the five
pillars of Islam - al-arkan al-Islam.

If you look at a copy of the Meaning of the
Qur'an, you'll find that the Revelation is
quite specific on how Muslims should
behave in certain situations.

For example, Surah Al-Nisa' (Women)
(Surah 4). This lays down many details on
family life, including the relationships
between women and men, and the rights of
children.

* Much of this Revelation was linked to
specific social issues of the day, including
the consumption of alcohol, the allocation
of properties in wills, and the treatment of
orphans.

It goes into considerable detail (4:11).
Some of the text is quite dense and
complicated, whilst other portions are
clearer

Expertise was necessary to interpret the
intricacies of the Qur’an (including the
ambiguous verses)

It also was needed to interpret other
sources i.e. Hadith.

The development of expertise led to
specific bodies of law and shari’ah
developing.

15
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There is no single body of Islamic law, which comes
under the general banner of Shariah. There are diverse
interpretations, as different techniques were
established to try and understand every nuance of the
Qur'an and the Sunnah - the roots of Islamic law or usu/
al-figh.

Trying to pragmatically understand these roots is known
as ijtihad (in Sunni contexts).

e :
As Islam developed, four main schools (madhahib) of Shafl ! Ha nball
Islamic law emerged.

61 62

HANAFI SCHOOL MALIKI MADHHAB
founder: Abu Hanifa al-Numan (700-767) Founder Malik ibn Anas (c90-97-179 AH (708-
716-796 CE)
. based in Kufa MADINAH HIJAZ
. interpreted Islam according to the needs of the . viewed Muhammad and his Companions
day, . . . as the ideal source of understanding. Tradition
. ideals of the community of the Muslims was of greatest importance (after the Qur'an)
* unity, sunnah, middle road (avoid extremes) . He collected rules, opinions and hadith
* scriptural rather than rational proofs in al-Muwatta
. authenticity of tradition * Followers: Egypt, Hijaz, North Africa,
i i Andalus, (now: W Africa, W Sudan)
+ Grew from Kufa/Basra ancient schools: school went c - Centrality of hadith
eastwards (Afghanistan, Khurasan): favoured by first .- exercises al-masalih al-mursala (public
" Abbasids, well represented in Iraq, Syria: Maghrib, Sicily, welfare)
Seljuk/Ottoman doctrine. .
.- pragmatic

16
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« Kitab al-Muwatta' earliest surviving
Muslim law book - muwatta = a
smoothed path: different texts, because
Malik did not write a book (different
riwayas - recensions)

* Kitab al-Muwatta': "...a code of
legislation according to a description of
law, statute and dogma as practised
according to the concensus and the
tradition (amal) of Madinah, augmented
by personal remarks of Malik."

.

SHAFI'l MADHHAB

Founder: Muhammad ibn Idris ash-Shafi
(767-820)

. b Palestine, raised Makkah; lived
Baghdad > Egypt

. Personal student of Malik, disciple of
Abu Hanifa & disciples; authority on Arabic
language, clear principles and methods:
tradition prefered (WOULDN'T REJECT
AUTHENTIC HADITH),wrote al-Risala (The
Epistle)

. Shafi: Sunna, Quran & ljma

* concensus over-rules single authority rule

‘;_ﬁL&

"..TO HIM lJMA MEANT THE CONCENSUS OF THE ENTIRE
COMMUNITY (ALL CENTRES OF JURISTIC RESEARCH)." [O]

"...first lawyer to define sunna as the model behaviour of the
Prophet, in contrast with his predecessors for whom it was not
necessarily connected with the Prophet, but represented the
traditional, albeit ideal, usage of the community, forming their
'living tradition' on an equal footing with customary or
generally agreed practice.”*

Shafi'ite: Egypt, Iraq, Syria, East Africa, Sudan, parts of Asia.

* HANBALI MADHHAB
+ founder: Ahmad ibn Hanbal al-Shaybani (780-
855?/164/241 AH)
. Qur'an and Sunna only
compiles Masail Questions: anti-codification
+ Musnad: hadith classified according to guarantor
(edited by son Abd Allah]:
+ hierarchical order of sources
rigid ritually - element of personal judgement
God's attributes central, renounces kalam:
Qur'an - uncreated word of God
.- revised by Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahhab
(used in Saudi Arabia);

.- Baghdad centre: conflict with Shi', but
acknowledges Ali

Sunni reconquest = golden age
Decline until Wahhabism. Ottomans

67
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The principles articulated in these four schools (and others
from diverse traditions) have influenced generations of
Muslim lives.

Their interpretations of Qur'an and Sunnah have been guides
for people, who have sought to understand Islam.

They have affected all levels of society. There are a number of

different interpretations of Islamic law in different
communities today.

The principles have been incorporated into different
ideologies, under the banner of 'Islamic law'. They are
influenced by culture, politics, history, and diversity of
interpretation.

Suggested Reading - Power & Authority Systems in Islam

Allthese items are located electronically in the UWTSD library:
: is features a good collection of articles associated with law and
beliefs.

Bunt, Gary R, 'The Fatwa Machine', chapter in Hashtag Islam: How Cyber-Isl Al Religious Authority (Universit

of North Carolina Press

Moosa, Ebrahim ‘Ethical Landscape: Laws, Norms, and Morality’, in Kenney, Jeffrey Thomas, and Ebrahim Moosa, 2014, Islom in the Modern
World. London: Routledge, Tavior & Francis Group

McCloud, Aminah Beverly, ‘Muslims as minorities in the West” in McCloud, Aminah Beverly, Scott W, Hibbard, and Laith Al-Saud, 2013 An
to Islom in the 21st century, Malden MIA; Wiley-Blackwell

If you are looking for something more detailed, then there are many articles on different aspects of law and interpretation in the (searchable)
Encyclopaedia of Islam: Third Edition. The link below takes you to an article about dietary law, from which you can also search for other aspects
of law and interpretation:

Erancesca, Frsilia, “Dietary law”, in: f Islam, THREF, Fdited by: Kate Fleet, Gudrun Kramer, Denis Matringe, John Nawas, Everett

Rowson

Website
- Gary R. Bunt's research website and blog, containing links on digital Islam issues and other publication information.

69
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http://go.galegroup.com/ps/eToc.do%3FsearchType=BasicSearchForm&docId=GALE%257C9780028659121&userGroupName=walamp&inPS=true&action=DO_BROWSE_ETOC&contentSegment=9780028659121&prodId=GVRL&authCount=1&u=walamp
https://www-vlebooks-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/Vleweb/Product/Index/1165902%3Fpage=0
https://whel-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay%3Fdocid=44UWTSD_ALMA51182245960002421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&search_scope=CSCOP_EVERYTHING&isFrbr=true&tab=tab1&lang=en_US
http://www.123library.org/book_details/%3Fid=64251
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1163/1573-3912_ei3_COM_26018
https://virtuallyislamic.com/

