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Key Challenges – Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation
This support paper will be based on the key challenges that occur within the bracket of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation. To determine the challenges, there will be statistics of child sexual abuse in England and Wales as well as attempting to express factors as to why victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation become victims.

Statistics of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation
Statistics on child sexual abuse and exploitation are uncommon due to the nature of the crime where according to the National Office of Statistics (2020), around sixty percent of victims believed that they did not feel comfortable telling anyone about their experience at the time due to being ‘Embarrassed’ that it had happened to them. Approximately seven and a half percent of adults across England and Wales have experienced sexual abuse before they were sixteen years old which results in around 3.1 million people. It could be said that this statistic could be significantly higher but due to the nature of the crime, it is not reported enough by victims. 
The most common statistic of type of perpetrator of child sexual abuse and/or exploitation was that the abuse took place by a friend or a family member with a percentage of around thirty-seven percent. In addition to this, around thirty percent of victims were abused by a stranger who they had never met or had any previous history with. 

How have responses to Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation changed over time?

Over the last several years, responses to child sexual abuse and exploitation have changed significantly in a positive and negative way. From the positive perspective, there is currently more helplines available for victims to access which offer a wider range of techniques and assistance to help victims deal with their traumatic experience. BetterHelp is a significant charity which offers free online helplines as well as the option to match victims to suitable therapists that are affordable for any financial background (BetterHelp, 2024).
In 2020, the UK Government invested 85 million pounds into the Crown Prosecution Service to assure victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation that their perpetrator will be dealt with an affective sentence in prison considering the nature of their abuse, as well as ten thousand new prison spaces were created across England and Wales so that perpetrators are being put in prison rather than being allowed into society on remand. Additionally. Twenty thousand more police officers were also hired across England and Wales as an attempt to make sure that any phone calls or reports of child sexual abuse and exploitation were being dealt with in an efficient manner (GOV.UK, 2021)
The negative side of the responses to child sexual abuse and exploitation can be said that due to technological advancements, there is now a wider variety of ways that a perpetrator can have communications to groom a victim into abuse and exploitation due to the growing use of social media platforms. To counter the use social media from perpetrators, social media platforms ban content that includes child sexual abuse in the UK with a percentage of 62 percent taking more than 120 minutes (2 Hours or more), around 33 percent of content takes under one hour and around five percent of content is removed within two hours (IWF, 2020).
 As previously mentioned, the majority of victims experience abuse from a family member of a friend which can make it harder for victims to report it.

Why are these victims exploited? 
Every case of a victim of child sexual exploitation is different but there tends to be common signs of a victim of child sexual exploitation which can range from victims having gifts that cannot be explained where they have come from to a victim using drugs and/or alcohol. Victims regularly are seen to miss school days and when they are in school, they tend to be very disruptive and inattentive to the classes they are attending. Bruising or signs of physical harm are also a regular occurrence for victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation due to violent perpetrators. Victims also tend to have over sexualized behaviour where they will dress a certain way or send inappropriate images to other people as an attempt at a coping mechanism for their abuse (Childrens Society, 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_SfClV7OA]From the perpetrator's perspective, the explanation normally given is that there is a financial gain by exploiting children within sex offender rings as well as a higher social status within these circles. More often than not, there is a sexual motive behind their actions as perpetrators show interest in physical interactions with their victims.

Safeguarding measures to protect and assist victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation

Safeguarding measures for victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation vary depending on the circumstances of the actions the perpetrator has committed. The Crown Prosecution Service produced measures in 2019 to help protect victims and witnesses from their perpetrators of child sexual abuse. Some of these measures include the likes of; 
· Protecting children from maltreatment.
· Preventing damage to a childs health or development.
· Making sure that the surroundings of a child are safe and secure with the appropriate care necessary.
· Taking action to make sure that all children who are victims of sexual abuse and/or exploitation have the best possible outcome in the court of law against their perpetrator so that their mental health does not deteriorate any further than it might already be.

These measures are put in place to protect children across all the United Kingdom (CPS, 2019).

What more can be done to protect victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation? 

It can be said that although there are currently a variety of options to help victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation, but there are limits to each help service. An example of this being that there is not currently enough services across England and Wales that offer face to face help for victims due to funding in that specific sector, hence why most services resort to online helplines as they are less expensive to run and they are more than likely, easier to access for all victims (StopItNow, 2024). 

Although helplines are a functioning mechanism that works for a wide variety of people, if a victim needs assistance past 5PM, most services shut off their systems which makes it harder going forward for victims to attempt to report what has happened to them. Going off this, Childline have announced that their services will be available for phone calls 24 hours a day so that victims will have continuous assistance through the night and early morning (Childline, 2024).
It can also be said that longer sentences for perpetrators in prison would be a valid way to protect victims of child sexual abuse and exploitation as well as protecting potential future victims of the crime, as currently perpetrators of child sexual abuse and exploitation spend around four and a half years in prison with good behaviour which is a very small sentencing period considering the lifelong scarring that they have given their victims (GOV.UK,2024).

Are there any areas of concern which warrant particular attention? What suggestions to address these issues have been proposed? 

The main areas of concern with child sexual abuse and exploitation currently are more of the online exploitation aspects where anyone with the motive to exploit children can create fake social media accounts and proceed to directly message children inappropriately. A suggested option to prevent these issues from occurring are Sting operations which, although unethical, trick potential perpetrators into meeting what they believe is a child under the age of sixteen and then handing them over to the police with the evidence that they have collected through the period of time it has taken to have the perpetrator physically meet the ‘Child’ (NSPCC, 2024). 
Another suggestion that has been used regularly is having separate social media platforms for children and adults so that children are less likely to face exposure from a potential perpetrator, an example of this being YouTube Kids, where a specific age category is chosen depending on the age of the user and the only recognized videos accessible are ones suitable for that age group which also gives children the opportunity to feel as if they are on social media platforms without having to view any potential graphic or hostile content (YouTube Kids, 2024).
To conclude, it is apparent that the growing evolution of child sexual abuse and exploitation across England and Wales are occurring, but police services and social media owners alike are continuously looking for options to keep children safer in public and online. It can be said that with helplines such as Childline moving towards a wider time bracket to assist child victims, that other helplines will eventually do the same as a result which will further benefit the safety of children and bring down crime rates of child sexual abuse and exploitation. The only outlying factor that cannot necessarily be addressed is when a friend or family member of the victim is the perpetrator but with more awareness, the ideal outcome would be that more victims feel comfortable speaking out about their experience earlier on. 
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