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Rational
Wales, a country full of pride, well known for its courageous sportsmanship and distinctive culture and traditions. Is also home to one of the oldest languages in Europe, dating back over 1,400 years old stemming from the Brythonic Celtic language estimated around 400-700AD (The National Library of Wales, n.d). Throughout, this essay will delve into the history and development of the Welsh language alongside critically analysing the concepts of identity and belonging it carries. Reflecting on the diversity, geography and population that effects its development and implications for the future. Proceeding to overview and critically analyse an activity that promotes the use of Welsh language in Primary school A hoping to aid the support and development of the language for the future of this archaic language and generations of Welsh children to come. 
 
History of the Welsh Language 
1536 the year Henry VIII attempted to demolish the Welsh language during his reign, striving to push the English language to be the only spoken language in attempt to blend Wales and England as one seeing the language as a potential barrier. Supported by the Laws of Wales Act (1535), making it illegal to speak Welsh in courts and barring people who spoke only Welsh from public office (Davies, 2014). This Law had a profound affect leaving those whom spoke only Welsh in grate difficulty leaving the language to slowly diminish and it was not until 1942 when the Welsh Courts Act began to allow some use of the Welsh language in courts with the Welsh Language Act (1967) with drawing any previous restrictions on using the Welsh language. A language already tarnished by Henry VIII’s choices leaving the Welsh population with less opportunities a notion Carradice (2011) reveals MP William Willams considered still affecting the education of the children in Wales in 1847, launching a government inquiry into education in Wales. Despite his efforts to gain support from the British government to help the people of Wales, when investigating the state of education developed  their findings into a report also known as the Treason of the Blue Books, the report was carried out by English only speaking commissioners who it is argued had no intention to help but to highlight the burden that the Welsh language was bringing to the education system noting that the children of Wales were ignorant, dirty and badly motivated (John, 2020). Jones and Roderick (2003) in their book ‘A History of Education in Wales's book that Wales did not regain its rights to act alone until 1965 when the Welsh office was established gaining responsibilities for local governments, economic planning, historic buildings and nation parks but it was not until 1970 that the responsibility for education was gained. 
 
Making a change 
A step closer in 1993 a huge turning point for Wales as a country was the action of the Welsh language Act 1993 intercepting the way Welsh was viewed offering the return of equality in public business and justice in Wales (Huws,2006). It was at this time the Welsh language board had successfully gained the options for the Welsh translation on any documentation. Proceeding further in 2011 the Welsh Language Act 1993 was replaced by the Welsh language Measure 2011 by Senedd Cymru and now in the hands of the Welsh commissioner (Welsh Government, 2020). Welsh Government (2020) also voice this act solidified Welsh as an official language once again, setting a framework to ensure that this change was achievable making Welsh a wider and more accessible language, such as changing signage to bilingual. Each law a domino in the timeline of the development of the Welsh language which has led to the most recent act in place the Welsh language and Education (Wales) Act 2025 (Welsh Government,2025) one in which aims for all children to be confident independent Welsh speakers by the time they leave education in order to comply with the efforts to maximise the language and gain the goal of one millions Welsh speaker by 2025. 

To speak or not to speak
The notion of the 2025 goal is widely debated as there are many factors in which the achievability may be affected. When studying the 2021 census (see appendix A) Highlights that the most fluent and confident Welsh speakers are much more prominent in the North compared to the Southwest region of Wales (Welsh Government, 2022). This shows that there are still barriers and restrictions holding back the development, noted by BBC Wales (n.d.) a heavy amount of English speaking residents came from the historical factor of the industrial revolution well known for coal production but  alongside the historical factors for many years the lack of resources and fluent speaking teachers diminished its chances of success and with still very little improvement to date this factor still remains crucial (See appendix B) but now with 405 Welsh medium schools open offering places to around 93,377 pupils Bowyer, (2021) notes that time will reveal the difference these schools are making. It is not only the Welsh medium schools that are attempting to strengthening the language but for all schools in Wales it is compulsory for Welsh to be taught. By offering bilingual education to students of all backgrounds it offers equal opportunities, allowing those whom do not come from Welsh spoken homes to expand their knowledge and allowing community relationships to strengthen breaking down the language barriers that are still present in some areas , despite this some areas beginning to challenge the effects that bilingual schools are having on the progress of the language with some communities planning to phase out English medium schools Williams, (2025) shares how Welsh conservatives are concerned that the removal of bilingual schools will take away the right of choice for those whom speak English in the area, concerns also for the struggles with adjusting and the learning of Welsh which can have an impact on personal development. Contrast some residents believe this could be the answer to the decreased level of spoken Welsh since 1981 when it was 11.8% higher than in 2011 (SEE Appendix C. BBC, 2022). 

A brighter future
The acquire of the language both fluently or bilingually is not only beneficial to the country its self but a vital opportunity for the future of the children of the nation aiding better job opportunities, helping to develop a sense of belonging, strengthening cultural beliefs and heritage and furthermore supports their rights to learn the language of their country braced by Welsh Language and Education (Wales) Act 2025. Alternatively for many children barriers still prevent them from doing so such as lack of enthusiasm to learn the language due to local economy and surrounding areas not speaking it sensing pointlessness if they will not need or use it in the future as shared by Wightwick (2025) in her news article The big problem facing Welsh language outside of school. In many communities the minority languages can be devalued, Thompson (2003) shares minority languages often carry a stigma and unfairly viewed as less educated. Still with doubts such as these in mind and the evident recovery of the Welsh language will be no quick fix but the benefits of speaking Welsh Bilingually are highlighted by the Welsh Government in the Curriculum for Wales (2022) which sets out to boost moral towards languages shared by Welsh Government (2019) that Welsh, English and international languages are encouraged thought all aspects of schooling to help children engage and connect with each language comprehending how they can  link, also noting how relationships with languages can develop a better interest for them in the future. Using this encouraging approach to bilingualism the New Curriculum for Wales (2022) does not want Welsh taught as a direct language despite its compulsory teaching up until the age of 16 years, instead it is dictating that it should be taught interlinked with all subjects and throughout all aspects of school life. This integrated aspect allows learners to actively learn the language without feeling forced to do so enhancing enjoyment. In his Learning by doing theory Dewey believed that by allowing children to actively learn and experience learning through real life situations and interactions allows them to develop a deeper understanding, (Teachers Institute, 2024) discuss how Dewey believed that rote learning methods such as trying to learn from memory, repetition and direct factual learning does not prepare learners for challenges. As famously quoted by Dewey (Dewey, Boydston and Hook, 2008) “Education is not an affair of telling and be told but an active and constructive process”.

So how does this look in schools now? The next part of this essay will share how School A supports the healthy development of the Welsh language in a Bilingual setting whilst following the National Curriculum for Wales (2022), proceeding to overview and critically analysing one of those activities. 
Activities Used in School A to support integrated Welsh learning - 
· [bookmark: _Int_H1zIbsip]Welsh language roleplay for foundation phase students 
· Weekly Welsh assembly's 
· Daily check in’s - Where children inform staff of how they are feeling each morning using Welsh language 
· Use of Welsh songs daily – for example days of the week songs, weather songs
· ‘Helpwr Heddiw’ a child chosen at random to be the helper of the day 
· Welsh stories 
· Celebrating cultural history – St Davids day, Eisteddfod 
· Shawmae day – national event to promote using the Welsh language to begin conversation 
· Criw Cymraeg – Student lead group who plan events and activities to promote the use of Welsh language 




Activity Overview 
Eisteddfod
The nation Eisteddfod Wales is a very big part of Welsh culture dating back to 1776 firstly hosted by Lord Rhys and was not until the 1960’s that the National Eisteddfod was engendered (The National Library of Wales, n.d). The Eisteddfod if proudly known for being the biggest music and poetry festival in Europe, usually hosted throughout the first week of August and with Location changing annually it brings revenue and tourists in abundance, with around 186,000 attending to the Welsh festival boosting the local economy especially those in the hotel, shop and restaurants industries (Haines, 2024). On the contrary the Eisteddfod it’s self-costs tremendous 6.5 million pounds to run each year with a variety of funding supporting its development an accumulation of charitable funding and local authorities' contributions which is supported by the Eisteddfod Act 1959 (vLex, 2026), allowing any local authorities to sponsor not just the annual host. The location of the Eisteddfod changing yearly can also be a potential barrier for those whom have restriction within travel and additionally the cost of attending can also defer people attending, with that understanding in mind the Welsh Government set out to support local lower income families by offering free tickets making the festival accessible for more. Inclusivity has also prompted a new outlook for the Eisteddfod, VisitWales.com (n.d.) shares that in recent years the Eisteddfod has become increased inclusivity by hosting Mas ar y Maes a LGBTQ+ celebration and Maes B an evening festival aimed at the younger generation to bring together music and language. 
As visiting the National Eisteddfod can have potential barriers but bring many opportunities and experiences many schools across Wales host in house Eisteddfods to celebrate the culture, language and expressive arts despite not being a compulsory measure. In School A a yearly Eisteddfod is held during the week of St David’s day honouring the patron St of Wales by coming together to sing, write, dance, act and create as a whole school whilst embracing the Welsh language. School A sets out activities in creative arts in a competitive assignment such as painting, model building and drawing, these activities are designed to be fun and inspiring to students. The competition entries are set as home extra circular activities meaning parents of the learners can support and aid their creativity also allowing learners to bring home the Welsh Culture and Language they have learned whilst at school. School A have external guests visit the school to teach traditional folk dancing (Dawns Gymreig) this activity provides learners the chance to be expressive but to also gain a better understanding of their Welsh heritage. The school host the Eisteddfod in a whole school assembly setting singing national songs and Welsh poetry as well as announcing the winners for the competitions.  


Evaluation of activity 1 
Schools A in house Eisteddfod is a successful method to increase learners understanding and motivation when it comes to their heritage. Unity for Integration Project (2025) discusses the importance that learning heritage can impact on a child's understanding of the history, traditions and values which have shaped their country to what it is today, also noting that by understanding their heritage children can gain a stronger sense of belonging and self-esteem. Furthermore, students that are not from a Welsh heritage can gain a deeper understanding for the culture (Ang, 2025) shares that whilst children develop a deeper understanding for non-native cultures, they also develop the emotional intelligence to be companionate and empathetic initiating good cultural diversity into adulthood. Furthermore, the integration of external guests from the local community allows the learners to experience new skills and develop skillsets a concept Clark (2022) explains can offer experiences that would never naturally occur for learners prompting new hobbies or furthermore create schemes for future careers. By allowing learners to take part in a practical activity such as traditional dancing allows them to learn by doing a theory coined by John Dewey who believed children learn through social interactions, only once self-reflection from what they have learned can they then fully begin to understand (Dewey, 1897). Additionally, the use of visitors within the community can also impact a child Microsystem, with positive interactions, community spirit will support a healthy development. A theory in which theorist Bronfenbrenner believed children's development is produced by their ecological sources, in his 5 stage theory Sprouts (2021) shares that Bronfenbrenner believed a child's personal relationships and relationships of those around them highly effect the way in which they can learn. Another example of this would be the notion of home projects for the Eisteddfod competition allows learners to work alongside parents crossing the relationships between school and home life. Although this can be a disadvantage for some learners due to lack of recourses at home, busy home life, inadequate time for parents to support, out of school commitments and many more countless grounds. An additional drawback to Schools A approach to the Eisteddfod would be the competitive approach to learners' projects, Cumberland (2017) expresses that competitions in school can lead to possible lower engagement with the majority feeling disappointment noting that learner can often feel stress and anxiety when being in a competitive scenario. However, noting a healthy relationship with competitions can lead to learning new skills and learning essential life skills such as motivational success, resilience and the conclusion that others deserve a chance to win also. 



Conclusion 
Despite the dramatic effect left by the rein of Henry the VII on the Welsh language and the ongoing problems it still faces today the efforts in which the Welsh Government reinforce thieves to bring the language back to its old glory. Championed by schools using additional Welsh activities such as the eisteddfod and incorporating the Welsh language throughout subjects as direct by the National Curriculum for Wales (2022) is a highly strong advantage over the previous deuteriation of the language leaving nothing but hope for the future of the Welsh language and the generations that stand before it.  
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