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AIM(S)

· To promote students critical understanding of analytical methods and how they are applied to discipline specific data and source materials.
· To foster an understanding of how key questions relating to the past can be explored through the analysis of data driven source materials.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:
· a sophisticated knowledge and understanding of two key methods or techniques used within a discipline of choice;
· an ability to collect, present and understand data including the use of basic statistics and other graphical representations (e.g. distribution maps, scatterplots etc);
· [bookmark: _GoBack]the ability to critically evaluate the limitations of data and the relationship between questions, data and ideas;
· a sophisticated knowledge and understanding of how data sets should be used to address key questions and problems within cultural and environmental archaeology and other related disciplines.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module will examine in detail two techniques that are currently employed within archaeology and/or related disciplines. Through a series of staff supported lectures and student led seminars students will gain an understanding of the theory that underlies the methods, while practical and/or field sessions (where appropriate) will enable students to develop an understanding in the processing and examination of the discipline specific record and source materials from archaeological, historical and other contexts and their associated problems. Students will gain some in depth experience of object and data analysis protocols and practices as well as engaging with appropriate journals and literature. Analytical skills and critical thinking along with inter-personal and time management skills will be developed. Students should expect to engage with and be active in participating in student-led, discussion-based fora. Students may choose any two complementary or contrasting data sources methods as the basis of their independent research question using these to compare and contrast, stating how they either support or refute each other, and finally, how meaningful interpretations are made from such analysis. Research questions will stem from students own interest and are expected to be varied. Students are encouraged to pursue a research topic in a period, subject base, theme or technique that most interests them.






LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Research Portfolio
	4,000 words
	80%



Assessment Component 2

	     	Written exam
	
☐ 	Coursework
	
☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Poster
	Equivalent to 1,000 words
	20%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	80%

	Practical
	20%

	TOTAL
	100%
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