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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Introduction
Throughout my module course and individual experience, I have come across different situations, where I identified my strengths and weaknesses. Also, in due course, I learned the importance of developing academic skills as an individual. Recently, based on my experience, I learned a new skill of Referencing and Paraphrasing. The skill acquisition was a result of doing some tasks and assignments. As a part of my experience, I have had multiple feelings of distress and frustrationat the same time. Further, I evaluated that, at times, we might not understand a particular thing at first instance; however, with practice, we can develop and master the skill proficiently. The reflective report will include the full experience which helped me in developing my referencing and paraphrasing skill. The reflection will be based on the Gibbs Reflective theory which includes 6 elements: description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion, and action plan.  
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Gibbs Reflective Cycle
Description: As a part of my learning from the module course, I had been assigned to write an E-Portfolio on the topic ‘Evidence of Learning’, by my professor. The assignment needed 2000 words for preparing the project, I was instructed by my professor to use at least 10 sources and cite them accurately using the Harvard referencing style. Moreover, the project demanded the paraphrasing of most of the section to demonstrate my understanding of the phrases and the sub-topics discussed in the sources. I have never been good at referencing in my earlier assignments; however, most of them demanded less than 5 sources. Hence, it was the first assignment which was given from this module where I had to cite a lot of references and demonstrate paraphrasing and writing skills. Moreover, I had to change the sources and reference them as per the Harvard style of referencing. However, gradually, Iwas able to learn the skill of referencing the sources accurately as per the mentioned style. 
Feelings: When I was doing the assignment, I felt nervous since the topic demanded a lot of research and I had no experience of doing such assignment. While doing the research I was, at times, getting frustrated as I was not able to gather the exact information which could help me with the assignment. Moreover, the fact, that I had to rewrite the initial portions made me feel irritated and demotivated. I was also facing a lack of confidence on being unable to deliver a quality writing skill since I hardly had good knowledge on how to reference accurately. The fact that I had to use good journal articles decreased my morale as I had the least knowledge of searching on Google scholar. Also, I was a bit confused about which is the correct form of Harvard referencing since different websites displayed different forms of referencing. Moreover, I was also confused about the meaning of paraphrasing. However, in due course, I searched a few scholarly articles and got the exact definition of the term. The understanding of the term paraphrasing made me feel confident of doing the project successfully. I felt happy to have learned a new skill that I can use in my assignments to deliver an effective and quality paper at my university. 
Evaluation: While doing the assignment, I realized that there are different types of referencing styles like APA, Harvard, and MLA. Also, I got to know the importance of referencing in the process. The stamp of an excellent research paper is attention to detail at every level of the research work (Santini 2018). It helps in cultivating good habits and it focuses the attention on the whole procedure of research (Santini 2018). Further, it is vital to support the claims and assertions in the arguments of a paper. Moreover, the fact that I learned the meaning of paraphrasing gave me the vision to write the project more efficiently. Paraphrasing is using our own words or phrases to translate material into our way of demonstrating it (Kletzien 2009). It encourages the reader in making connections with the prior input of knowledge for accessing what is already known on the topic(Kletzien 2009). This knowledge gained in the process helped me to finish the assignment and was happy by the fact that I could finish and submitted my assignment. 
Analysis: At the initial stage, the rewriting of the starting sections was basically due to my reluctance of searching multiple websites for finding out the most accurate Harvard referencing style. Also, in the process, the fact that I had to complete such a lengthy project within the given deadline made me optimistic about my thoughts. I thought that this particular approach of searching limited websites would save me time; however, I overlooked the fact that we had to use credible websites which could provide us with accurate information. Moreover, in the process of the project duration, I was able to learn referencing and paraphrasing skills due to my hunger for knowledge and gaining a new skill which is of utmost importance in academics. Referencing and paraphrasing help students to write reports and essays which reflect or project the way they perceive or see things (Neville 2016). Correctly referenced and evidence-presented projects are likely to score high marks in academics as it strengthens the knowledge pool of the students and their opinions thereby converting them into arguments (Neville 2016).    
Conclusion: In the process of the duration of this module ‘Learning in the Digital Era’, I learned the fact that there it isvital use the referencing and paraphrasing skill in writing an academic paper as it helps in presenting the arguments and opinions of the students in a presentable and concrete manner. Also, it highlights the fact that the ideas and thoughts of the author has been duly acknowledged which isincluded in the research paper. I think I could have been more proactive and critically engaged in the topic from the initial stage which could have saved my time and reduced my stress. Moreover, I learned that in order to fetch good marks it is crucial to critically assess the various criteria’s, importantly referencing, which can fetch excellent marks.  
Action Plan: While working on my assignments, I look forward to using the online library of my university which can accurately guide me on using the particular reference style as per the requirements of the assignment. Also, I would be researching the given topic critically beforehand as this will help me in gaining clarity on how to approach the paper and which sources to be used. Moreover, I would be keen to reference the sources as and when their use arises in the paper in order to cite themaccurately.    
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Conclusion
Learning has always been an integral part of my daily experiences. Through the Gibbs Reflective cycle, I have critically demonstrated how I learned the referencing and paraphrasing skills which can help me in the future in the field of academics. It has evolved as one of my strengths. Moreover, I look forward to learning more skills in the future which can enhance my knowledge base. Learning different skills can duly help me in the academic field in the rising world of transition. 
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