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Using social media for professional networking

This assignment helps to understand the importance of professional networking through the use of social media. The internet has created social media, which has had an immense modern explosion regarding popularity and usage in the past decade, becoming the new standard when it comes to professional connections. “With the continuous development of social media, companies are using it as a means of advertising. It enables companies and organizations to reach millions of users on the platforms they use every day.” (Social Media Essay, 2021)
The first step of using social media for professional networking is beginning with your personal existing connections. This means that most of us have already gathered contacts such as emails, Facebook accounts and phone numbers from our colleagues and professional acquaintances, whether we have met them in the past or we are currently still in touch with them. It is important that we add these people on professional social media platform, such as LinkedIn, and ensure that the information that we have about them is correct. For example, on LinkedIn you are able to import existing contacts from your current online address book, therefore it is a good idea to keep and save your work colleagues’ and friends’ email addresses. 
Additionally, before moving on to the next step we want to make sure our social media accounts are ready to receive attention from professional individuals. “You heard it before: What you raise online can potentially be there forever. This reminds us that the way we represent ourselves in the online world is important to our potential careers and goals. Photos, status updates, and links may reappear at any time, even if they have been removed from the Internet, often connected to other places online.” (How to Use Social Media for Professional Networking | Networking, 2021). 
The next step is to  catch the interest of your fellow social media users. We can start by browsing through different professionals’ accounts, looking at mutual interests, for example you may both read the same blog, or be part of the same online forum. This will help you select professionals with mutual goals and values, so you can help each other advance in your careers. Once you feel confident enough to network with a professional, you can reach out to them on platforms like Twitter. “Stay polite, express genuine interest in that person, and support them before you share your personal goals”. (Kimmerly-Smith, 2021) 
Now that you have created a professional social media account, you have started to follow a few other accounts and reach out to professionals with mutual views, you want to figure out what exactly it is that you want to get out of this journey of professional networking. Once you have decided what career path you want to follow, you must research individuals who hold a high position in the field you would like to work in. There are plenty of professionals out there, who also work as social media influencers and are willing to educate beginners like you. This is because they are aware that they were in your position once, and they would have appreciated to have someone like them back then, who would have had all the abilities to guide them through their beginning of their career. For example, you may use the “Advanced Search” function on LinkedIn in order to search professionals and companies that are employing members of your field. 
The following step is to boost your online presence. Ensure that your social media platforms are completed by letting your employment history and experiences, interests, preferences, and activities express who you are and what you are looking to achieve. It is crucial to not only check your social media accounts regularly, but also be active on them. This can be done by writing and sharing a post, starting a blog/vlog, writing an article, or if you do not feel ready for that, you can write reviews and leave comments in the comment sections of different professional accounts. By increasing your online activity, you are showing future employers what your interests are and what you believe in. This will enhance the quality of your network and give everyone an opportunity to consider you in their career plans. As an example, you might contemplate writing an article about the topic that interests you. While doing this, you can add references from highly recognised experts in your field and establish your admiration towards their work. This can give you more exposure on social media and give you the chance to build a professional rapport with these experts. 
Last but not least, you might wonder what’s next after a professional individual gets in touch to you or when you found someone you want to get in touch with. You must always keep a formal attitude when communicating with others, but remember that your personality is the key. What most professionals look for in a person is confidence. We tend to remember people who have made a good first impression, and to do so you need to stay confident in your own persona. You can show others your confidence by initiating communication. Every time you are thinking of contacting a colleague from the past, or your boss from a previous place of employment, you should remind them how you have met them (work place, through an acquaintance, a friend etc.) and express what you are wanting to get out of this exchange of communication.
LinkedIn is one of the top professional social media platforms, used by employers, employees, companies, organisations and students. LinkedIn can be used by employed and unemployed individuals, but you must consider creating an outstanding profile before attempting to use it for professional networking. One of the biggest advantage of this platform is that you get the opportunity to not only share your resume with other professionals, but also add additional information about yourself in order to catch their attention. This means that you can also benefit from learning more about your connections, so take the time to study what their posts are about, their interests and the people they follow through social media. 
In conclusion, in this day and age it may not be enough to only have a resume to show to others when seeking for employment. Many employers are also looking for excellent online activity, which is why it is so important to be up to date with all the social media platforms that can be used for professional networking. It might seem difficult to create a good enough profile, let alone learn how to use it for job seeking or work-related reasons. However, we live in a world where the Internet holds accessible information about anything you could think of, so it is crucial to remember that many things are not impossible, they just take time and effort to achieve. Sometimes, finding the perfect mentor is all it takes, and that is what you should consider when practicing professional networking through social media. Nobody was born with the abilities they are holding in this moment, we all need someone to teach us and guide us through our path towards success. 
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