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Section 1 
The current curriculum reform is at the heart of education for Wales with the new curriculum being rolled out in 2022. The new curriculum for Wales is said to change how learners are assessed and educated and even new ways of training practitioners and helping childcare settings to improve (Education Wales, no date). The new curriculum for Wales is set to encourage each school to develop its own curriculum and build and enable learners to become a unique individual (Hwb, 2021). Education Wales, (2021) recommends that schools working in partnership with other schools and higher education settings will be able to provide opportunities to share their learning experiences and support one another. This assignment will analyse the potential barriers to previous curriculums and how these can be avoided when the new curriculum for Wales is rolled out in 2022. 
A potential barrier to the current curriculum in Wales is Play and children learning through play. Play Wales, (2021), explains that play is a behaviour that children freely participate in, it is personally directed and is not preformed for any goal or outcome. Play can take place in any environment and includes using different objects and can also be independent playing or playing with other children and forming interactions. Play is an important interaction for children to receive, it helps them in every aspect of their learning and development and makes learning fun and enjoyable. Theorist John Dewey believed that learning should be an experience for children. He explored the way children learn through doing and having an active engagement which is also known as experiential learning, (Mhlongo, S, 2021). There are many benefits of play for children such as being able to build on their confidence, building on their imaginative skills, emotional skills and encourages greater independence. Children can often have very little or no say in what they learn in the classroom and when it comes to the outdoors then they are able to run around freely and gain a sense of independence with what they want to play with and who they want to do it with. There is the idea that children can test their limitations and boundaries outdoors and feel comfortable with what they are doing as they enjoy what they have decided to do, (Blahey, L, 2021). 
Learning through play helps to nurture imagination and give each child a sense of curiosity and adventure. Through these opportunities of play then children can develop and learn skills such as problem solving, working with others, learning to skills and using their fine and gross motor skills. It allows children to have fun and enjoy their learning while they are concentrating about the activities they have been given and is still learning while doing, (Why Play Matters, 2021). Although some articles are biased towards learning through play, there are articles that may discuss that playing is not always positive and children may not be receiving the correct amount of guidance that they need to learn. Some articles suggest that guided play also known as adult led play may be more useful for children as they can set goals for learning and carefully set up a learning environment which may enhance their skills, (Drew, C, 2019). 
Early Years Wales, (2020), explains that the Foundation Phase Wales is a curriculum which encourages children to use their imaginations, be creative and making learning fun. It is an idea that children are given opportunities to explore the world around them and understand how the world works by taking part in activities relevant to their development stage. Activities can be based both indoors and outdoors and are delivered through adult led and child-initiated tasks. The Foundation Phase is a well-thought-out curriculum and does include encouragement on children and young people to do better and be the best versions of themselves. The Welsh Government created an evaluation of the Foundation Phase in 2015 and created several recommendations of what could be improved about the curriculum. They stated that it is important that all staff members received the correct training and guidance for the roll out of the Foundation Phase and the delivery of effective use of the outdoors, using observations and assessments to create an overall outlook on each child (Welsh Government, 2015). It is important that this evaluation is considered when the new curriculum for Wales is being rolled out and ensures that all staff members have received beneficial training and guidance on how it will work in practice and have a positive outcome for children’s learning. 
The Foundation Phase framework is at the heart of the curriculum in Wales for children and creates and provides a rich curriculum within the seven areas of learning. It is developed upon a holistic approach for children which enables them to learn through different learning areas and learn new skills throughout their time in the Foundation Phase. It creates an overview that children are learning through first-hand opportunities and creating a stimulating approach to development and learning, (Welsh Government, 2015). The Foundation Phase Framework is very play based when children are in nursery and reception where they are encouraged to learn through play-based activities and use play based objects such as the counting bears. However, when progressing into year 1 and year 2, classrooms become less colourful and continuous provisions become more spars, for example no role play areas or sand and water activities. This is so children can focus more on written learning and may be influenced by pressure on practitioners to preform well in the literacy and numeracy tests. Within the Foundation Phase, there seems to be no balance of having that play based learning and written learning for children throughout ages 3 to 7 and focuses solely on the children’s age instead of their stage of learning and development, (Estyn, 2017). 
Throughout the Foundation Phase, there has been many evaluations of how they can improve the framework. Between 2013 – 2014, there was an independent stocktake of the Foundation Phase in Wales. This was developed to report back findings and recommendations of the Foundation Phase and how it is being implemented and how it can be strengthened in the future. Many of the recommendations can link to play within the Foundation Phase and how practitioners can better themselves to improve the curriculum, (Welsh Government, 2014). Recommendation one is that targeted training and support was needed. By practitioners and other staff members receiving the training and enhancing their teaching skills will increase the children’s achievements and outcomes when completing activities and tasks. Schools may not have the staff to send practitioners on training courses which then leads children and young people not receiving the best teaching that they should be, all teachers whether that is main teachers, teaching assistants, head teachers and support staff should receive the up-to-date training so not only will they be bettering themselves but also allowing children to understand that every teacher has the same information and is following the same guidance. 
There is little consistency throughout the Foundation Phase and can sometimes be confusing for children when this isn’t explained well and can be confusing and overwhelming for the practitioners. This can mean that practitioners can move around the school from year to year, so one year a teacher may be teaching reception and then jumps to year 5 for another year. It can result in teachers having no real classroom of their own and having no consistency for teaching just one age group. It is understanding that schools are lacking the number of practitioners that are being employed or becoming qualified so trying to find that consistency is hard for schools to improve on. With the lack of staff within the schools then the adult to child ratio will have to increase and this could potentially affect the way that children will receive information and not have a full understanding of something. It is challenging enough for staff members to make time and activities for all children within the class with their being children with additional learning needs or children who may have English as a second language so it would not be practical to increase the ratio, so children are receiving the best education and staff members are not doing their best. 
While the outcome of the independent stocktake is to make improvements to the Foundation Phase Framework and ensuring that staff need to know all relevant information of the principles and practices while teaching the foundation phase and it is a key part of successful learning and development of children and young people. (Welsh Government, 2014). It is important that staff are confident to delivering the curriculum and have a good understanding of child development and how they learn and develop each day. Practitioners are a main source of children learning different skills and becoming confident individuals. It is important to always reflect on teaching ways and how this is benefiting children and themselves and if they can be better. 
To prevent any of these things reoccurring within the new curriculum for Wales: Successful Futures produced by Professor Graham Donaldson, then it is important for staff to ask for these training opportunities to better themselves and their teaching skills. The new attitude for the new curriculum is to ‘shape a successful and exciting future’ for the children and young people of Wales and that’s exactly what every practitioner should be working towards and achieving, (Successful Futures, 2021). The new curriculum is based on the child and what they can do, it is for the practitioner to figure out what they want to teach and how they want to so by allowing themselves to be better practitioners then they should want to be more involved in training days, going out on courses and simply just learning about children and their development. By having this opportunity for a new curriculum then it could be seen as a second chance for teaching and adapting the lives of children. It will give practitioners a way to have more power in what they teach and how they teach it. If the practitioner is enjoying what they are teaching and how they can teach it then the children will receive a lot more benefits and enjoyment themselves. Based on the evidence on the Foundation Phase Framework 2015 and the Independent Stocktake evaluation then it is important that the child to teacher ratio is correct on the age of the children for example children ages 2 to 3 years old is one adult to four children and children ages 4 to 8 years old is one adult to six children, (NSPCC, 2019). It is difficult to follow ratios especially if the number of staff is low but being able to work together and remember that the focus of teaching is the child and how they are developing individually. 
There are many opinions to the new curriculum change as some say they do have some concerns in the educational changes that are happening in Wales now, (Teachertoolkit, 2021). However, some other people say that they are feeling generally positive towards the new curriculum and felt that the guidance given will be more improved so they could implement the new curriculum in practice and this way they can understand it more, (GOV. Wales).
In conclusion, it is clear to see that play for children is as equally important than any other area of learning. Each area of learning can be mixed with learning through play to make the subject fun such as if children are discussing the change in season/weather then they are able to go outside and find different shape, colour and textured leaves, deciding whether it is cold/hot and even what type of clothing they would need to wear during different seasons. Play is a big part of children’s learning and how practitioners involve it in their teaching and planning will be down to them when the new curriculum comes into place in 2022. While opinions on the new curriculum is not all positive yet, teachers may become more positive when it is being implemented to them and they are able to do it for themselves in their own classrooms. 





Section 2 
The current curriculum in Wales for states clear guidance on what is expected of each child and what each yearly outcome should be. It is setting high expectations for all children and is promoting individuality and well being for all. It is based on not only what practitioners teach but is it how they teach and why they teach it. While teaching within the foundation phase groups which are aged 3 to 7 years old, children are expected to undergo baseline assessments to determine where they sit within the six development areas. This assessment is also known as ‘Foundation Phase Profile’. From when this profile is done then practitioners can see progress that the children are making within the first few weeks of entering the Foundation Phase. It is a guide on whether childing are making potential progress if so then they can plan the next steps of their learning, (Welsh Government, 2011). 
 It is important to determine whether the use of assessments works to find out where children are with their learning and development. While finding out whether observing and children works then it is important that the practitioner is fully aware and understand their role in the assessment process. It is always important to reflect on each question to see if the assessment method is working and if not then it can be changed so the assessment is fair and will give the practitioner an accurate outlook on the child, (Kelly, 2016). The importance of observing and assessing children is realistically to achieve a holistic view of each child. The true aim of an assessment is to provide an individual report to understand their potential. Some assessments are done just to check that children are working towards achieving skills, to identify whether children have gaps in their learning and this way it can show practitioners that they must create a road map of progress and how the child can achieve these and if they need to be achieved before a certain time such as after half terms or moving to a new year at school, (Lolla, V, no date). 
Assessments and observing children can be viewed as a positive and a negative. Observing and assessing children’s learning can also enhance the practitioner’s own knowledge and understanding of how each child is developing and learning through their teaching and being able to understand what they may be doing well at and where they need more resources and activities to improve the skills of the children, (Study.sage, no date). However, it is said that assessments can be seen as unreliable and bias due to practitioners observing each child based on their own teaching skills and sometimes already deciding a child can do something before, they have seen it done properly or over a period, (Seehorn, A, 2021). 
The way in which assessments work now is that each learner is given a level on a best fit basis. Where given are given a specific level in which they are at and need to complete this level before moving up a year in school. This will be removed within the curriculum for Wales and will no longer be named as key stages and assessments will be removed. The focus will be on a continuous source of assessment with learner being assessed in relation to their progression within the whole school curriculum. This means that when each school develops their own take on the new curriculum in 2022 then they will also develop an accurate assessment which will support their learners to progress. It is also important to involve parents and carers, communicating and engaging with them should be a two-way process that should happen all throughout the school year. By having guidance from parents/carers and practitioners then it enhances the learner’s progression and give parents/carers a guide to support and work with their children within and outside of the school environment, (Curriculum for Wales, 2019). 
Every child is unique. Every child is learning to become confident, resilient and capable learners. Every child is developing and learning and their own pace and in their own way. No child is ever less valued than another depending on what they know and that is the important part of going into school and simply learning and having fun while doing so, (Early Years Matters, 2021). A unique child is adapted through a simulating environment which has various play opportunities and plays a key role in supporting children’s development and level of skills which they achieve in their day-to-day life. There are many ways in which a child is made unique and that can be through different cultures, family lifestyle and choices. Children can form many positive relationships and become their own base of forming loving and secure relationships with friends and parents, (Unique Child, no date). The new curriculum for Wales will become soley based around the concept of the unique child. The four new purposes for learners will replace the seven areas of learning and will focus on how the child is learning, what they are working towards and what they will become at the end of each academic year during their school life, (GOV. Wales, 2021). 
The way in which the current curriculum (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015), works is that it is very descriptive. It is giving practitioners a lot of choices and ideas that let them plan their activities and how they will encourage children to learn. It is important that practitioners and parents/carers work together to become known of what their child is learning and how they can support. While every school, every staff member and every class are reading and going through the Foundation Phase Framework and that means that every class is repeating the same thing throughout their school year, and nothing is becoming different with what they are learning and how they learn it, (Welsh Government, 2018). 
By looking into the Foundation Phase Framework, it seems as if the differences between the current curriculum for Wales and the new curriculum for 2022 in Wales are becoming different in the way that they assess and engage children in day-to-day tasks. The new curriculum for Wales, (Successful Futures, 2022), is a more open idea of learning for children and planning for their education. It is a way of giving children more opportunities before practitioners are just deciding that children can simply do something by seeing it once such as holding a pencil correctly, being able to write their name or even being able to zip up their own coat.
 The new curriculum is that each individual learner is at the centre of all aims and outcomes that every staff member creates and plans for. The new aim of the curriculum allows practitioners to help write plans, improve the classroom environment and be able to include more activities that are related to specific topics. This enables children and young people to become more engaged with what they are doing well and what they can do next to improve their learning skills. By giving more focus to planning activities and creating a stimulating, fun and colourful environment for children and young people to enjoy then it can take away the focus on assessments and observations and not making these a big thing especially at the end of Year 1 and Year 2 when children need to take part in numeracy and literacy tests. It is also important to work with parents to build a bigger picture on the learner to provide a holistic approach. A child’s parents may be able to spot something before the teacher does as they are constantly with their child and being a part of their learning outside of school. 
However, the new curriculum for Wales in 2022 is not all positive and some practitioners are worried about where they will find time to constantly keep planning and assessing the environment they have for the children and ensuring they are working with the children and teaching them the skills that they need. The progression of the 2022 curriculum is that schools are developing a strong, ambitious vision for the curriculum within their school and how important its outcomes are for teachers, pupils and learning for all, (Estyn, 2021). Schools are currently working towards a school-to-school collaboration, which means that some schools which are from 3 years old to 16 years old are working together effectively to understand the progression of all pupils from primary to secondary. This is a great example of following the Successful Futures curriculum 2022 as it is for children and young people from age 3 to age 16, (Estyn, 2021). However, every situation will always have positives and negatives and it is important to have strategies in place to overcome the barriers. To overcome and ensure that the new curriculum is rolled out successfully then it will be important for schools and practitioners to develop a stronger partnership to work together to ensure all children’s progressions are being worked upon and ensuring children are achieving their full potential, (Estyn, 2021). Another source said that a number is issues need to be carefully considered during the time of it being rolled and are worried if the new curriculum is going to improve education for all pupils, (Newton, N, 2018). 
In terms of using the new curriculum and how it will be used to assess and observe children and young people then it will be important to engage in the use of cultures and additional learning needs, in a way that every single child will feel included and be confident in that what one child is doing then they can do the same even if there is a language barrier. It is important that children with additional learning needs will be included in all opportunities and receive the same as every other child. It is not a case of just focussing on what they can’t do and trying to achieve that as quickly as possible but setting up activities and giving them the freedom to do something for themselves and if this takes longer than it may for another child then that is OK and letting them know it is OK is just as important, (Kelly, 2016). This is mostly based around when it comes to tests, assessments and what they are taught but just letting children be aware of each child and being unique is the important part of being you. 
It is important that children with English as a second language or being apart of a different culture are receiving the same opportunities as any other child. This can be done by making sure that all questions have the same meaning in all languages and making it fair for children when giving answers and understanding what the teacher is asking them, (Foundation Years, 2007). By looking back at the new curriculum for Wales 2022, then it will focus more on the idea of the unique child and what they can do and how they will progress. Teachers will not have to push children to achieve all skills that is needed by a certain age and children will have time to continue learning throughout the year and when they move up a year, (GOV.Wales, 2021). Whereas the current curriculum for Wales currently focuses on children learning and achieving as a whole class and not becoming independent learners. Teachers are having constant pressure on them to push children to achieve skills before they move up a year in school. Theorist Lev Vygotsky developed a theory of Sociocultural Theory of Cognitive Development. It looked at the important contributions that society makes to individual development. It is discussing the interaction between development people and the cultures they live in. It is also suggesting that people are receiving new information about different cultures and what they do in day-to-day life or celebrating holidays such as Chinese New Year, Diwali or Saint David’s Day. It is based on a social learning process for adults, children and young people to discover new cultures and religions. This can be seen also as a social cultural tool and gives people an idea of what other parts of the world is doing and celebrating at different times of the year, (Cherry, K, 2019). 
In conclusion, children and young people are learning everyday whether this is about themselves, others or different parts of the world. It is important that the change in curriculums will not hugely affect children and how they learn in schools and instead will be better for the education and encourage them to be more freely and open to opportunities. The way in which assessments will change for children will either be seen as a positive or negative, but it is not only changing for children but practitioners too as it is important that they understand what their role is and how they can support children through the change. The new curriculum Successful Futures 2022 will support children and the education system, using good practice skills and positive experiences to build on confidence and capabilities in every individual, (GOV.Wales, 2021).
Section 3 
How does outdoor play encourage independence in the Early Years?
Play is one of the most important aspects of a child’s life, not only because it allows children to be children but because of the many skills it allows them to acquire, (Family Lives, 2021). Providing children with outdoor play opportunities allows them to gain confidence and independence. Gaining independence is a natural part of growing up, it allows children to become more capable and focussed on their learning. It is important that practitioners provide activities such as outdoor play to promote independence, (Edgington, M, 2002). 
When playing outdoors, children are encouraged to manage their own risks and they are provided with opportunities that allow them to test boundaries and discover their own capabilities. Taking risks are an important part for children to develop and learn throughout their schools’ lives, it is important that practitioners and parents take a step back from time to time so each child can test their boundaries and limitations, by allowing children to have these opportunities it encourages them to be more confident and independent individuals, (Drew C, 2019). Independence from risk taking and be able to manage their own risks also links children to developing their confidence in the outdoors and being able to choose for themselves. Children can rely on adults for so many aspects such as health and care then it is a big jump for children to take on tasks and make choices of their own especially if they are unaware of their boundaries and capabilities, (Kelly, 2015). The outdoors is an exciting place for children and encourages them to be safe in their own community setting. By children seeing what is happening in and around their community will contribute to making them into independent adults and making their own life choices, (The School Run, 2021). When children play outdoors in can build on their self-knowledge skills, they are able to build on their strengths and be able to take part in activities that they want to do better in. It is important that children are given these opportunities, so they are constantly receiving support and activities to better their skills and become confident when asked if they can do something (Shethna, J, 2020). Children are also able to conquer their fears when taking part in outdoor activities and can learn about the big world around them and that everything can be a potential danger. Practitioners can set up activity stations to give children information about how to keep safe and how knowing potential dangers can give children the reassurance that they are able to know they something is safe or not such as children are able to climb trees, fire building exercise which is mostly introduced when taking part in forest schools, (Run wild my child, 2019). 
Outdoor play can provide children with a range of benefits and support to help them become confident and safe individuals, (NiDirect, no date). Outdoor play can help children to form relationships with other children around them. By children forming relationships with others around them, it helps them to build on their social and emotional development skills and allows them to understand other feelings and opinions as well as their own. Children are able to learn how to share, how to deal with conflict and encourage their friends to do better. It is important that children can understand other people’s emotions and recognise why sometimes people are sad, happy, excited or scared, (Playdale, no date). The outdoor environment is a great space for children to run around and do what they want. It is a great tool that enables practitioners to either set up specific activities for children, but it is also a great way for children to use the equipment around them and create their own play. By playing outdoors and having no specific goal then children are making their own fun and just simply learn by doing, (Durant, S, 2018). It is also an opportunity for children to make their own friendship groups and create friends than can last for a lifetime. Children can often make friendships with other children as they are interested in the same thing such as riding their bikes, exploring the natural world such as looking at bugs and climbing trees, (Life Education, 2021). 
The outdoor environment can also promote independence for children and help them to discover the outdoors in a way that they like such as climbing trees, looking around for bugs and looking at the change of leaves when the seasons change. By children having the independence in the outdoors it will encourage them to go out more and knowing they don’t need a parent to watch them, (Kelly, 2015). It is also beneficial for children to feel like they can go out on their own as this will reduce the amount of screen time they receive. It is said that children in Britain only spend 16 minutes a day of playing or exploring open spaces according to a new study says Hurst, G, (2018). It is important that children receive a balance between digital time and playing outdoors and releasing their energy to promote their physical health. 
In conclusion, providing an outdoor environment for children is very important and encourages a wide variety of benefits and skills that children learn and develop while playing while doing and having fun, (Independent School Parent, 2021). Children must be able to receive the chance to go outdoors to become healthier, confident and safer individuals. Whether children are playing alone or with other children, they are still receiving the benefits of getting fresh air, releasing their energy and spending time away from books and digital technology. The way practitioners and parents prepare and use the space that they have outdoors will also encourage children to go outside and explore, investigate and build knowledge on the natural world around them. Practitioners may also use the outdoors to reflect on what the children are learning inside the classroom to promote a continuous provision and allow children to understand the depths of each topic in a wider space, (Kimberley, 2016).
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