Read All About It!
We see and hear about the news in various forms, from traditional print newspapers to digital platforms accessible on our countless devices. These sources not only deliver the news we wish to seek, but also reflect our perspectives of the world around us. In this summary, I will examine two recent publishing companies that align with my own discipline of creative writing. By analyzing their strategies and approaches, I hope to gain insights into the current trends and challenges facing writers, publishers, and readers alike. This understanding will help me navigate the growing landscape of the creative writing industry and make informed decisions about my own writing career.
Today, it is incredibly easy to share your own projects on many various platforms, such as traditional publishing with paper books or by going with the twenty first century route with digital publishing. It’s about engaging with the right publishing companies who fit your agenda. (Bransford, 2024) Knowing this access of knowledge and information opens up a world of opportunities for those who are truly driven and willing to put in the hard work. Creative writing as a whole is a tool we use almost every single day and continues to inspire many aspects within the writing community.
One example in the current news is the groundbreaking publishing house named Merky Books, founded in 2018 by Stormzy, a British rapper and song writer, and Penguin Books (Penguin Random House, 2018). They are a prime example of this trend. Their ambition is to challenge the status quo and disrupt the mainstream publishing industry by creating a platform for diverse voices and empowering new writers. Since Merky Books established itself, they have won award-winning novels that were written by everyday people. With this, Merky Books has made a significant impact on the literary landscape (Penguin Random House, 2018). Furthermore, they have not only gone beyond traditional publishing by forming strategic cultural partnerships, but by launching the New Writers’ Prize; a writing competition that is designed to connect with a diverse audience and provide a platform for emerging talent. (Spanoudi, 2024) The New Writers’ Prize is a nationwide competition open to anyone in the UK, offering a unique opportunity to showcase their writing and potentially secure a publishing contract with Penguin Random House UK and Merky Books. By actively seeking out and supporting new voices, Merky Books has become a driving force in shaping the future of literature. (Yates, 2019)
In my opinion, Merky Books is playing a significant role in nurturing the growth of new and aspiring authors by offering a diverse range of valuable and resourceful platforms. With this, the company provides opportunities for authors to showcase their work through both traditional and digital publishing. Stormzy's leadership as the company's figurehead is particularly commendable. He leverages his influence to introduce a wider audience, especially young people, to the world of literature. This approach not only empowers emerging writers but can also help to cultivate a new generation of book lovers. Furthermore, Merky Books' commitment to supporting diverse voices and promoting inclusivity in literature is truly special. By providing a platform for authors from various backgrounds, the company contributes to a more equitable and representative literary landscape. This not only benefits authors themselves, but also enriches the reading experience for others.
Continuing with the latest news, since its establishment in 1986, Honno Welsh Publishing has been a steadfast advocate for independent Welsh women writers. (Honno, 2022) Their ambition is to provide a platform for Welsh women to empower them in sharing their stories with a wider audience. By publishing novels, autobiographies, short story anthologies, including children's stories and classics in both Welsh and English, Honno has played a significant role in preserving and promoting Welsh literature as a whole. (Withers, 2021, p. 354) One of Honno's most notable achievements is the acceptance of Zillah Bethel, one of their authors, into Oxford University; a testament to the quality and impact of their publications. (Honno, 2022) The press is guided by the Honno Committee, a group of dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly to set the strategic direction, decide the publishing program, and manage the office and staff. The Honno office is located in the picturesque mid-Wales coastal town of Aberystwyth, a vibrant cultural hub with a rich literary tradition. This location provides a supportive and inspiring environment for the Honno team and their female authors. (Withers, 2021, p. 354)
In my opinion, Honno Welsh Publishing's dedication to supporting new talent and harboring in a vibrant literary landscape in Wales and beyond is nothing but aspirational. By combining traditional publishing values with a commitment to promoting Welsh language and culture, Honno is making a significant contribution to the literary world. It showcases the power and beauty of the Welsh language, not only providing a platform for emerging Welsh writers but also offering a glimpse into the rich cultural heritage of Wales. Beyond its commitment to language and culture, Honno's advocacy for feminism plays a crucial role in ensuring that women's voices continue to be heard and valued in the publishing industry. By actively seeking out and supporting female writers, Honno is continuing to provide diversity and inclusivity in the literary landscape.
The main difference between these two companies is how they publish books: Honno uses traditional publishing, while Merky Books uses both traditional and digital publishing. Both methods have their advantages. Traditional publishing is often seen as more reliable and reaches a wider audience, whilst digital publishing offers more flexibility, lower costs, and a direct connection with readers. (Chen, 2014, p. 981).
In conclusion, both Merky Books and Honno Welsh Publishing offer accessible and inclusive platforms for aspiring authors seeking book publishing contracts, regardless of their race or gender. These companies demonstrate a commitment to fostering diversity in the literary world, recognizing that talent and creativity can come from individuals of all backgrounds. Whether you have a groundbreaking idea that you wish to share with the world or simply seek a supportive environment to nurture your writing, Merky Books and Honno Welsh Publishing are excellent examples of organizations that prioritize inclusivity and provide opportunities for all emerging talents. And that, in itself, is aspirational.
References
Bransford, N, (2024) Self-publishing vs. traditional publishing: How to choose. Available at: https://nathanbransford.com/blog/2024/05/self-publishing-vs-traditional-publishing-how-to-choose#brief-overview (Accessed: 4 October 2024)
Chen, Z.W, (2014) "IOT Application Research between Digital Publishing and Traditional Publishing", Applied Mechanics and Materials, vol. 596, pp. 981-985. (Accessed 24 September) 
Honno Ltd (2022) Honno’s Story. Available at: https://www.honno.co.uk/ (Accessed: 24 September 2024) 
Penguin Random House (2018) #Merky Books. Available at: https://www.penguin.co.uk/company/publishers/cornerstone/merky-books (Accessed: 22 September 2024).
Spanoudi, M (2024) #Merky Books opens submissions for fifth annual New Writers’ Prize. Available at: https://www.thebookseller.com/news/merky-books-opens-submissions-for-fifth-annual-new-writers-prize (Accessed: 27 September 2024) 
Withers, D.-M. (2021) ‘Honno: The Welsh Women’s Press and the Cultural Ecology of the Welsh Publishing Industry, c. 1950s to the Present’, Women: a cultural review, 32(3–4), pp. 354–371. doi: 10.1080/09574042.2021.1973726. (Accessed: 24 September 2024) 
Yates, K (2019) Turning a new page: the rise of #Merky Books. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/dec/16/turning-a-new-page-the-rise-of-merky-books (Accessed: 27 September 2024)

