Analysis for the Education Act 1944
The Education Act 1944 plays an important role in the development of education in UK. In this essay, I will analyse this education act from the perspective of the background of the issues, the content of act and the influence on the UK.

The production of each education act is due to a lot of complex reasons. As for the Education Act 1944, the Second World War is the direct cause and the catalyst. As Kandel I. L. (1955), a prominent American educator, said that British education always made the most progress at a time of social or political crisis. The attacks from German made the British realize that their technology was behind Germany, the Soviet Union and other countries. Aiden, then-Prime Minister, also realized that victory did not belong to the most populous country, but to the country with the best education system. (Burgess, T. & Pratt, J., 1970)  As a result, the British regarded education as a hope for the future, or as a way to improve military efficiency, which led to growing calls for education reform. Moreover, the war made it inevitable that British society would become a more equal society. Under the context of the war, the whole society was more united and equal because the distribution of goods and wages tended to be equal, which faded out the ideas of class.

Apart from the direct cause, the Education Act 1944 is the indirect result of the evolution of British education policy historically. After the First World War, the Labour Party came to power and had a great influence on the development of british education. In the field of education, the Labour Party had put forward ideas that were consistent with political ideas. In 1922, Tawney, one of the education advisory committee's leading members for the labour party, published "Secondary Education for All", which stated that all normal children, irrespective of the income, class, or occupation of their parents, may be transferred at the age of eleven+ from the primary or preparatory school to one type or another of secondary school. (Tawney, 1922) After the Labour Party came to power in 1924, this proposition was the basis of the party's education policy, and in 1933 the Board of Education produced the famous Hadow Report on the education of adolescent, which laid out a blueprint for secondary education for all. In 1938, the Spence report further developed the structure model of secondary education based on Hadow report, proposing three types of school system for secondary education, grammar schools, secondary schools and technical college, and proposing that students pass the examination for selection at the age of 11. (HM Stationery Office, 1938) In 1943, the Norwood report reaffirmed three school systems. These secondary education reports have all contributed to the British Government's Education Act 1944.

There are a varitey of provisons in Education Act 1944. To begin with, the education management system was adjusted. The Britain goverment established the Ministry of Education and led the nation's education. Influenced by traditional liberalism, the management of education in England is decentralized, and the central government has limited authority over local management. In 1839, the central education authority's main task was to control the use of funds, and by 1899 the Board of Education was responsible for overseeing education in England and Wales. The education programme submitted to the House of Commons in 1917 by Fisher, the Education Commission Chairman, was opposed by the local education board, in an attempt to strengthen the powers of the central government. Until the Education Act 1944, a new Ministry of Education was created to replace the Education Commission, which had only oversight of public education, and to plan, control and advise on education throughout the country.

In addtion to the estabishment of the Ministry of Education, the Local Education Authorities were restructed to clarify their responsibilities. The Balfour Act of 1902 provided for the abolition of institutions such as local education boards and establish local education authorities, including the Part II authorities and Part III authorities. But it had been proved that Part III authorities had caused inconvenience to the reform of education administration and hindered the improvement of educational efficiency. As a result, the Education Act 1944 restructured the local education authorities and abolished Part III authorities. (Gillard, D., 2018) Since the establishment of the local authorities, the authority had expanded their rights for establishment and management of early childhood education, primary education, secondary education, continuing education, special education, and the participation of local education authorities in higher education funding was created.

Additionally, the Education Act 1944 changed the public education system. It amended the British education system to reconstitute the public education system into three progressive stages: primary education (5-11 years old), secondary education (11-18 years old) and continuing education. And it raised the age of education to 15 years and stated schools are free of charge. Then, it modified the two-track system to strengthen the management of private schools and independent public schools. The Education Act 1944 provided that church schools were free to choose to become aided or controlled schools. As aided schools, they had the right to retain religious education, provided that they bear part of the cost of local education and the alteration of school buildings. Controlled schools, on the other hand, had no financial burden and were subject to the responsibility of local education authorities, but religious education was not permitted. Besides, it reformed of special education. The Education Act 1944 required local education authorities to provide each disabled child with special education methods that suited their characteristics. As a result, the UK redivided children with defects into ten broad categories. This division distinguishes between blind children and visually impaired children, deaf children and some children with hearing impairments, which was more reasonable.

Besides, the Education Act 1944 increased investment in education. The proportion of major financial allocations in total education funding increased from 48% before the war to 55%, and more of the financial burden on education was transferred to the central government. The proportion of grants available to local education authorities would be determined by local economic conditions and the size of the school-age population, and the poorest areas would receive special additional grants. Scholarships, grants and allowances were provided jointly by the central government and local education authorities for continuing and higher education, which was able to expand teacher training and full-time higher education.

Last but not least, The Education Act 1944 improved school welfare facilities. The welfare facilities of British schools ranged from school medical services to supplement of school meal, and the Education Act 1944 proposed to provide dormitories and clothing for students in need so that children received more social care and reduced the burden on families, especially poor families.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the point of outcome, this education act is a milestone and has great impact on the development of British education. First of all, it is important in the Education Legislation of England. The act was introduced on the basis of the previous education legislation, which incorporated the reports and bills of all previous educational reform movements and laid the foundation for subsequent bills, such as the Education Act 1948 and the London Government Act 1963.

Secondly, the State has strengthened its management of education. The Central Educational Institution, which had previously only supervised the national education, established the Ministry of Education to act as a plan, control and recommendation on national education. Moreover, the two-track system of changes so that the Ministry of Education's rights extended to church schools and independent schools, in which church schools into the national education system. With the overall supervision of the Government, the church's impact on education is becoming less and less.

Besides, it contributes to form a unified national education system. Correcting the long-standing systemic shortcomings of British education, a formal system with three progressive stages of education was established. Before the Second War, the system of compulsory education, which was only popularized before the Second War, became a modern education system consisting of three successive stages of primary, secondary and continuing education. Among them, continuing education after compulsory education has also been integrated into the public education system, which has become an important feature of British education.

Fourthly, the democratization of education has been promoted. The Education Act 1944 clearly provides for secondary education for all and formally abolished the unequal basic education model from the educational system and structure. The act raised the minimum school-leaving age to 15 years and abolished the public secondary education fee requirement, thus truly establishing a universal secondary education system.

Last but not least, the universalization of education has been greatly enhanced. The reformed secondary school system in 1944 consists of grammar schools, technical college and secondary schools. However, all three types of secondary schools have obviously increased the content of moderen science curriculum, which occupies an important position. Especially for secondary school and technical college, their curriculums are more common with professional tendency and practical characteristics.
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