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What are the firearms unit? -

Authorised firearms officers more known as AFOs is the nominated position for a British police officer who has been trained by specialists to be permitted to carry firearms on duty and handle specific firearms (Elite UK Forces, 2013).
An Authorised Firearms Officer is a police officer who has been specifically selected to be an Authorised Firearms Officer, trained in usage of firearms, accredited for their job and has been authorised by a Chief Officer to be able to carry a firearm operationally (College of Policing, 2021). The training level done by professionals for police officers varies all depending on what role the officers will be performing.
Armed Response Vehicles-

Authorised Firearms officers usually have access to Armed response Vehicles or more known as ARVs, armed response vehicles tend to respond to spontaneous firearm incidents, travelling in a BMW X5 which can be either an unmarked or marked vehicle (Elite UK Forces, 2013).


What is the number of firearms units? -

In the year ending March 2021, there were around 6,543 armed police officers, which is in fact a 1% decrease compared with the previous year of 2020(Home Office, 2021a).
There is an exceedingly small population of armed officers compared to ordinary police officers, The proportion of armed officers to unarmed officer has remained stable over the period of the last 5 years, averaging at around 5%(Home Office, 2021b). However, there was a fall of -0.2% in the proportion of armed officers to 4.8% as of March 2021 (Home Office, 2021b).
Chief Officers are expected to be able to determine the number of armed officers in their specific areas based on a thorough assessment of threat and risk that is in their vicinity (Home Office, 2021c).


Why should normal police not be armed and instead have more firearms units-

There are many reasons why regular police officers should and should not be armed. Across the globe, there are many laws and regulations that allow certain forces to have freedom of firearm usage whilst other countries have strict laws on who can and who cannot possess a firearm, the United Kingdom being one of them.
The question needs to be asked, will all officers in the UK think before they pull out a firearm towards a presumed criminal. As stated, prior in the report, Authorised Firearms officers go through thorough training and checks to become AFOs. The Ministry of Defence Police discloses that:
The residential course to become an AFO lasts 18 weeks for new recruits the initial training to become an AFO will form one part of the Initial Police Training Programme, which consists of knowledge-based training, operational development, and work-based assessment (Ministry of Defence Police, 2021).
This finding confirms the association between how much extra training an Authorised Firearms Officer, is required to go through and how much extra time is put into training these officers to the correct standard. It cannot be said for definite that if all UK police officers were permitted to handle firearms that they would also go through extensive training.
Having professionally trained officers is considerably more effective than allowing all officers to carry firearms, what is needed is for more officers to be interested in joining the AFOs and ARVs which would prove beneficial to many forces in the UK.

Is the Media Portrayal of police officers fair? -

The media portrays the aspects of policing that tend to be the worst points of view. Many British media sources indicate how different the police force in the United Kingdom is compared to the ones of the United States of America.
The media symbolises why the gun usage of the American officers can be indicated as horrendous compared to the talkative and situation disarming routine of British officers.
Many of the population know of the huge gun issue in the American forces due to the fact that it is brought to the light by news outlets and social media websites, that everyone has available access to on a daily basis. 
The argument over the fact if British officers became armed, would always be if they're doing the lawful thing. Unlawful killings are a colossal issue in the United Kingdom, so having another factor that could cause more issues would be a problem for the law enforcement. An example of an unlawful killing with the use of a firearm was reported by James, 2021 via the Independent news outlets where an inquest jury found that a police officer unlawfully killed a man (James, 2021). Lewis Skelton was shot twice while carrying an axe through Hull in 2016 and was fatally shot by an officer referred to as only ‘B50’ when Tasers had no effect on Skelton, the jury was informed that he was killed after he had failed to respond to any of the officers' instructions to stop where he was (James, 2021). B50 shot Skelton twice in the back with a Glock pistol (James, 2021).
This is a vivid example as to why arming the police officers of the UK needs to be thought through thoroughly, even though the officer was expected to think thoroughly with reasoning, the jury found him guilty of unlawful killing. 
Of the adults in the UK that observe the news, 62% of the adults would say that they are most likely to turn to the BBC for their news that they will trust the most, then followed by almost 8% stating that they would turn to Sky News for their reliable news and only 5% expressing that they would watch ITV (Marshall, 2020). This indicates that the media in the United Kingdom are not as corrupt as many are led to believe, media sources such as the BBC (British Broadcasting Company) is one of the most trusted media outlets for many adults.
When it comes to news outlets, the media play a big role in public perception and shaping how people think and react to incidents therefore many do not think about what they are reading if it comes from a trusted resource. Therefore, it is presumed that most do not follow any conspiracy theories or fake stories on the usage of firearms and report accurately what has been seen by either a reporter or an eyewitness. Which is why the media in the United Kingdom presents their information in a clear and confident manner and can be counted as trustworthy. Furthermore, the annual report from Ofcom a media regulator, stipulated that people in Britain that consume TV and newspapers declared that they have been the most trusted platforms for information, and not social media (Knowles,2021).
When it comes to reporting on firearms units the media has a duty, to tell the truth as any incorrect information can be debunked by the higherups in the Police force, which would cause issues for the media owners and company. 
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