How could Brexit influence environmental management in the UK?
(Coastal conservation)
Paige Cole
Potential negative impacts on coastal zones after Brexit: 
· When the UK joined the EU in the 1970s many of its beaches were polluted. Since joining, improvements have been made. In 2016 96.5% of UK bathing waters passed EU standards. Will this continue when the UK leaves the UK? Concerns have been raised by politicians and environmental commentators that Brexit could mean a ‘backwards step’ for the UK’s bathing waters (House of Commons Library, 2019).
· Good conservation relies on good policy; EU’s initiative on Maritime Spatial Planning and Integrated Coastal Management is one of over 1,100 environmental EU laws and is important to managing the conservation of coastal ecosystem. Due to coastal zones being one of the most venerable areas, many policies are important in their sustainable development. Once again, concerns are being raised as to whether the UK leaving the EU will benefit coastal zones or put them in danger. Like most things when talking about Brexit, there are still high levels of uncertainty, especially when discussing environmental issues (Europea, 2016).

Potential positive impacts on coastal zones after Brexit: 
· The Environment Bill draft states the standards for how the UK will maintain and conserve its environment when it leaves the UK. Sections 6 to 10 ‘make provision imposing duties on the Secretary of State for the purpose of seeking to improve the natural environment.’ After environmental groups such as the Green Alliance raised concerns regarding the degradation of standards of the environment, a new provision of the bill was added, section 16, which lists specific principles that must be included as a minimum (Priestley, S and Smith,L, 2018). This shows that the UK has intentions of improving the natural environment. 
· There is also the opportunity of implicating more UK specific policy. Legislation has the potential to be more locally adapted to each coastal zone, and building more of a ‘bottom up’ approach to conservation, while still committing to international laws. (British Ecological Society and The Marine Biological Association, 2018) 
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