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Module Aims and Outcomes
AIM(S)
· To develop the higher-level critical and analytical skills required to build argument within a literature review. 
· To critically evaluate existing literature related to a research study and identify gap(s) in this literature. 
· To compose a literature review which has argument, criticality and clarity focusing on a specific research area.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Demonstrate and articulate clarity of argument and criticality appropriate to educational research. 
· Critically evaluate literature from a variety of sources using higher order skills to develop argument and identify research gap(s) in support of specified research topics. 
· Compose a literature review incorporating critical argument to support specified research topics.
Session Details
Note: you will be expected to undertake pre-reading and preparation before each session. You will be advised of this material in advance via moodle.  
	Session 
	Focus: critiquing the literature

	Day 1 face to face session 
05-10-24

	Preparation before the session:
· Identify an area of interest to you appropriate for educational research. Begin to identify suitable research questions in light of the background literature.
· ESSENTIAL - find and bring a relevant research paper (i.e., at least one paper in your area of interest) with you.
Read:
Biggam Succeeding with your master's dissertation : a step-by-step handbook
John Biggam author
Fifth edition.; 2021; Open University Press, McGraw Hill
I recommend you buy and read the chapter on Literature reviews (possibly every night for the duration of this module!)
Wallace, M. and Wray, A., 2021. Critical reading and writing for postgraduates. Sage Publications Limited.

Bring at least one research paper with you from an area of education of interest to you to use during the session. 
During the session: Finding literature and academic writing
Key question: how do we write a critique?
 
Focus: What, why, how, why now?

· Begin to identify and share suitable research areas (what)
· Begin to find research papers in your field of interest (what) 
· A Library expert will share how to find papers, reference and explain where you can find the on-line training on how to store references as you proceed. 
· Begin to use literature to scope the field (why, why now)
· Does being critical of educational literature/policy/practice matter? (Why and how)
· Begin to use the literature to identify gaps in knowledge (this could be local to your school/subject or more widespread) to begin to consider possible research questions (what)

Follow up: 
Complete the critique and send it to Susan/member of the module team for feedback.
Undertake a scoping literature review and work towards identifying your research questions. 


	Seminar session on TEAMS
TBC 15-10-24
5 – 6.30

SJ and TBC
	Focus: Critical literature reviews in general 

· What is a critical literature review in education?
· What is its purpose?
· How is your critical literature review related to the RQs?
· Sharing examples and identifying common features 
· Understanding coherence, structure, referencing and organization of your critical literature review 

Preparation before the session:
· Read 
Top Tips on Writing a Literature Review for Your Education Research Project (Mike Lambert https://www.academia.edu/5195702/Top_Tips_on_Writing_a_Literature_Review_for_Your_Education_Research_Project 
· Read Biggam’s chapter on the Literature Review from his book Succeeding with your Master’s dissertation (e-book, UWTSD library).

· Use the forum to post or email to share who will be researching what and why. 
· Prepare a brief summary of your area of interest. Explain why this area is of interest to you and your work as an educational practitioner and identify some key reading that you will critique to provide your evidence a comprehensive discussion of the evidence base. Give an example of the nature of some of the literature you will be critiquing, begin to outline the nature of the gap in the literature your research will fill and explain how the literature you will critique, set out and review is related to your RQs.
· Be prepared to explain to your colleagues what make a successful critical literature review in general.

During the session:
Present your material (4 minutes maximum!) 
In discussion we will consider: 
· Is it important to explain your position and context in the research?
· Is it important to explain the nature of the literature you are using? 
· Is it important to be aware of or highlight concepts and debates in education?
· Is it important to describe or to critically analyse?
· Is it important to synthesise ideas and/or identify themes in the claims from the literature?
· Is it important to define key terms?
· Why?

Follow up: consider the critical review you wish to carry out to respond to your own research question(s), and the rationale for this.


	Seminar session on TEAMS
TBC 12-11-24 
5-6.30pm 

SJ and TBC
	Focus: Critical Literature Review - specific 
· What literature are you going to discuss that may help you respond to your research questions? 

Preparation before the session: 
· Consider your area of interest. 
· Map out a short introduction to the Critical Literature Review and number the subsequent sections.
Do also consider: 
· What are the key definitions? What literature will you be using to define these terms.
· Consider what are the debates/ideas/concepts that you need to highlight.
· Consider what are the themes in the claims made across a range of papers and policy documents that emerge from reading the literature
· Consider your research questions and how the background literature is related to these.
· Begin to collate background reading and make critical notes on at least two key papers for your area of interest.


During the session: 
Outline the first three above to your peers (4 minutes max), include a justification of your response to other points.

Follow up:
· Locate further suitable material for your area of research and begin to read it and make critical analysis notes etc.


	Tutorials bookable and TEAMS
TBC Week starting 19 - 11-24
5 – 6.30
	Alternative times and dates can be made available by contacting Susan/member of the module team via email, if this evening is not suitable for you. 


	Day 2 face to face session
07-12-24

SJ and TBC
	Preparation before the session:
Use the material and thinking generated from the module to date to draft, practise and refine your presentation for Assessment Component 1 of the assessment. Consider coherence throughout. 

During the session:
Present your presentation ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 1 – marks and formative feedback will be given three working weeks later. Please note because of the Christmas holiday this will be longer than three actual weeks.
Managing and drafting your critical literature review reminder notes:
· Introduction
· How are you positioned in your research? What is your context?
· What do you aim to find out/explore/research?
· What is the gap in the literature your research will fill?
· Build up a case for your RQs from the literature
· Introduce briefly your Critical literature review main and explain the overall structure of your literature review.
· Structure your literature review – how?
· Coherence - how?
· Being systematic
· Key reading for your area – as a start consider finding at least 10 or so items and review at least five of these critically. Try to identify themes in the literature rather than presenting one after another. Collectively what are the authors claiming? What conclusions can you draw from these claims? Be prepared to do further reading too.
· Key definitions
· Key ideas
· Key debates
· Critically analyse the theoretical framework(s) that underpin your research project.
· Identify themes in the claims in the background literature
· Synthesise 
· Avoiding plagiarism

Assessment Q&A

Follow up:
Refine your critical literature review. Read further educational papers and texts widely to get ‘under the skin’ of your area and to see how experienced writers write a critical literature review and provide the evidence base for their subsequent research so you can do the same. 


	Seminar session TEAMS
TBC 13-12-24
5-6.30pm

SJ and TBC

	Preparation before the session: 
Draft your literature review.
Identify your research question(s).
Identify an area or two where you want to seek the advice/ critically constructive comments from your peers. 

During the session:
Resolving any issues involved in completing your literature review.

	Tutorials bookable and TEAMS
TBC 7th-1-25
5-6.30pm

	Alternative times and dates can be made available by contacting Susan via email, if this evening is not suitable for you.



	Assignment submission 
	Sunday 19th January 2025 by 23.59 via Turnitin 



ASSESSMENT: READ ALL OF THE FOLLOWING VERY CAREFULLY
Assessment Component 1 – 20% 
Presentation: 20 minutes with 5-10 minutes for questions
Exemplar: Provide a short introduction (5 mins). Select an issue in education that you wish to explore. Justify why the issue is important to you as an educational practitioner and/or the educational community, what you aim to find out and establish the gap in the literature your research will try to fill, making a case for and outlining your specific research questions. Then outline the nature of the key reading you will be discussing in the main literature review (educational debates/ideas/concepts/theoretical frameworks in the area). Focus on part of your final literature review (15 mins). Choose one (or two) sections of your literature review (e.g., a sub-section). Provide a title for the section(s) and a critical analysis of the background literature, relating this clearly to your project and your specific research question(s). You may wish to critically highlight the conceptual underpinnings of your research project; you may also wish to give attention to key definitions or debates in the literature for the section chosen. End with a brief summary and a reference list slide. (Do remember to reference (Harvard) throughout and refer to the background literature as you proceed, as well as providing a reference list at the end.)
NOTE: each presentation will be recorded, and you must provide a copy of your PowerPoint (or the equivalent presentation software). You may provide a copy of any notes, if you wish. YOU MUST KEEP TO TIME (maximum 20 minutes) – practise to ensure you present within the twenty minutes. Be prepared to answer some questions too.
(You may find Boote and Beile Table 1 part 1, 2 and the exemplar section provided useful to help you with this component.)
Assessment Component 2 – 80%
Written Assignment: (6,500 words)
Exemplar: Write a critical literature review that critically analyses and evaluates the available/key literature in your chosen topic area. Organize the work systematically using titles and sub-titles to guide the reader and reference systematically, using Harvard to ensure academic integrity. Synthesize the claims made by various authors and present your literature review in an organized way to build up your arguments and to demonstrate mastery of the topic. Begin by briefly explaining why this area of is of interest to you, your context, the nature of the gap in the literature your research will fill. Your main critical analysis of the background literature should provide an evidence base and a critical discussion of the theoretical concept(s) underpinning your research. Your critical literature review will analyse what is claimed in the literature and its relevance to your research questions. It will also critically analyse any debates in the literature and identify themes in the claims from the background literature, drawing conclusions for your project/research questions. 
(You may the key reading below including Boote and Beile Table 1 Part 1, 2, 4 and 5 helpful.)
KEY READING: 
Essential: 
Read articles in peer reviewed journals that are reputable in your area of practice. 
Recommended: 
There is a host of books focused on education and education-related research theory and practice available from the library and all of them will be of some interest. The below are just a few of these titles, and generally cover the range of the module. 
Boote, D., & Beile, P. (2005). Scholars before researchers: On the centrality of the dissertation literature review in research preparation’, Educational Researcher, 34(6), pp. 3-15. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X034006003
Biggam, J. (2008). Succeeding with Your Master’s Dissertation: A practical step-by-step Handbook. London: Open University Press.
Lambert, M. (2021). Top Tips on Writing a Literature Review for Your Education Research Project. Available from: https://www.academia.edu/5195702/Top_Tips_on_Writing_a_Literature_Review_for_Your_Education_Research_Project  
Oliver, P. (2012). Succeeding with your literature review a handbook for students, McGraw-Hill: Open University Press.  
Wallace, M. and Wray, A., 2021. Critical reading and writing for postgraduates. Sage Publications Limited. 
Winchester, C.L. & Salji, M. (2016). Writing a literature review. Journal of Clinical Urology, 9(5), pp.308-312.  
Further reading will be research topic specific and will depend on students’ focus of study
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