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[bookmark: _Int_oVnA07cH]The aim of this assignment is to critically evaluate the reasons behind why a percentage of crimes are not reported by the victim who has experienced them and what sort of factors are involved in an individual not reporting that they have been victimised by their experience. These factors will include a combination of physical and psychological aspects which include individuals being victims of a domestically abusive relationship as well as individuals from a foreign country who might have been a victim of a crime, feeling as if they are unable to tell police in the event that they might be found to be illegally in the country and arrested (Home Office, 2021). 
Domestic Abuse in the United Kingdom is defined by the perpetrator and victim both being over the age of sixteen years old and being associated with each other on a personal level. There is a variety of brackets which determine whether an individual is a victim of domestic abuse, and these can include the likes of; An individual being physically or sexually abused by a partner, The perpetrator is expressing violent and/or threatening behaviour, The victim being manipulated through psychological or emotional abuse and there are also cases of perpetrators domestically abusing their partners by controlling their financial freedom (Legislation.UK, 2021). 
Between 2021 and 2022, there was an estimated 2.4 million people who had reported being victims of domestic abuse in England and Wales with over one and a half million of these victims being female and an additional seven hundred thousand being male. These statistics show a percentage increase of nearly eight percent since the year prior which had over nine hundred thousand domestic abuse cases reported. All these cases were reported from individuals who were sixteen years old and older which leaves an estimate of around five percent of adults being victims of domestic abuse. As well as this, studies show that on average one in five adults have experienced domestic abuse which takes the total number to around ten and a half million people in England and Wales that have been domestically abused (ONS.GOV, 2022). 
Throughout England and Wales, it is believed that although the current number of reported domestic abuse is high, this number makes up an estimated twenty-four percent of domestic abuse incidents occurring. Additionally, it is believed that domestic abuse generally occurs to one in three female victims while they are pregnant across England and Wales which can further result in higher risks of miscarriage and potential injury to the baby's growth. This version of domestic abuse is considered the least reported due to the victim feeing most vulnerable physically and financially as they are less capable of working a job while pregnant (NHS, 2023). 
When it comes to domestic abuse, there are a variety of secondary components which prevent victims from reporting it to the police which include the likes of; if there is a child in the environment where domestic abuse is occurring. If the victim of domestic abuse has a child or children with the perpetrator then the perpetrator will emotionally and financially abuse the victim by weaponizing the children involved leading to less reports of domestic abuse happening as the victim will be led to believe that their child is in a safer position than if the abuse was reported (Radford, 2011).
It is believed that the highest age bracket for victims of domestic abuse across England and Wales outside of sixteen to nineteen year olds is between sixty and seventy-four years old with around two hundred thousand reported cases between 2017 and 2018 but due to studies not examining for victims past the age of seventy-four, it is believed that there is a larger number of victims than statistics show. Older victims of domestic abuse find it more difficult to leave their abusive environment as there is less opportunity for them to acquire the right treatments if they suffer with any disabilities as well as having less financial freedom if they have been in a domestically abusive situation for a long time. Statistics show that around one in four domestic homicides victims are over the age of sixty with sixty seven percent of victims being female and around eighty percent of perpetrators being males of around the same age bracket (AGE.UK, 2018).
Women in the UK regardless of ethnicity are victims of domestic abuse more often than men are but the highest counted ethnicity that are victims of domestic abuse in the UK are Mixed Race women, this can be due to factors such as being perceived as more vulnerable in the view of male perpetrators. Around ten percent of all women domestic abuse cases recorded are from Mixed Race women which is around two and a half percent higher than the second leading group being white women victims. It can be said that reasons for Mixed race women suffering the highest percentage of domestic abuse in England and Wales can be due to factors such as systematic racism and potential financial difficulties if they have moved to England or Wales in search of a better life with more opportunity which can lead to a higher likelihood of these women falling victim to a domestic abuse perpetrator as well as the fact that if there is any potential language barriers, this will create further difficulty for women to express that they have been domestically abused by their partner (National Statistics, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Int_T8GWY8jr]One of the leading factors behind victims of domestic abuse not reporting their perpetrator is through shame and potential embarrassment if they decided to report. This is due to perpetrators generally being well respected individuals in their communities and appearing as pleasant and polite but in reality, perpetrators are manipulative and are known to deny any domestic abuse being perpetrated to the victim themselves while continuing to do it leaving the victim in a position where they result in a low self-esteem and a feeling of isolation to the degree that they are not capable of reporting what is going on (Women’s aid, 2023). 
Another significant reason as to why domestic abuse cases are not reported as much as they should be is due to the police services across England and Wales dismissing many cases of domestic abuse as just ‘A Domestic’ in the past. Police officers have been said to have ignored phone calls from repeat victims of domestic abuse or have simply refused to get involved with the situation at hand. Although for the around the last twenty years, police forces across England and Wales have pushed for officers to take domestic abuse calls more seriously, there is still a significant percentage of victims who still believe that their reports will be ignored by potentially the only people who can help them get out of that situation (The Police Foundation, 2018).
Children who experience domestic abuse first hand or witness it taking place in their family home have a significantly higher likelihood that they are going to be involved in a relationship with domestic abuse once they reach adulthood as either the victim or the perpetrator. Depending on how a child experiences domestic abuse, will tend to lead to how they perceive domestic abuse in adult relationships. An example of this is if a child is being enticed to bully a parent by another parent, then the result will be that the child will grow int their own adult relationships more likely to be a perpetrator of domestic abuse whereas if a child experiences being bullied and threatened by a perpetrator then they are more likely to be a victim of domestic abuse later in life when they have adult relationships (Children’s Commissioner, 2016). 
Domestic abuse helplines across England and Wales receive around thirty thousand calls a year with men, women and children requesting refuge away from abusive perpetrators but as of 2019, around seventy percent of requests in England were refused and around thirty percent of refuge requests were denied in Wales which is equivalent to on average one in four victims of domestic abuse not receiving help. This is due to the lack of beds and other facilities being available for victims (ONS.GOV, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_PHkUcVUY] In some areas, male victims of domestic abuse are only able to access helplines as a way to aid them in circumstances where they are experiencing domestic abuse by a partner or parent but due to the ‘Domestic Abuse Plan 2022’, the UK government are working on supporting male victims of domestic abuse with the same sort of facilities that females have such as Women’s Aid, so that male victims do not have to feel as if they have to be isolated or embarrassed by the fact that they are victims of domestic abuse by a potential female perpetrator (GOV.UK, 2022). 
Education based on signs of domestic abuse is growing across England and Wales to promote victims of domestic abuse to feel more confident and feel less isolated about the circumstances that they are in. It is also a mechanism that is being used so that people in the same communities that domestic abuse is occurring can see the potential signs of domestic abuse and report it and support the victims by making them feel less isolated and trapped in a scenario with the perpetrator. The goal of educating people on domestic abuse is to remove the stigma attached to domestic abuse as well as providing people with insight as to what domestic abuse is and whether they are experiencing any version of it (SafeLives, 2017). 
It is said that the majority of men who are victims of domestic abuse do not report it if the perpetrator is a female partner due to psychologically feeling vulnerable with female perpetrators using threats of false allegations against them which if they are believed, can put the male victims potential career and reputation at risk if they are falsely known as a domestic abuser or worse by their local communities. This is due to the subconscious bias the average person has when believing a female is a victim of domestic abuse in comparison to a male victim (Psychology today, 2022).
To conclude, the underreporting of domestic abuse by victims across England and Wales is still an ongoing challenge with still more potential consequences for victims reporting crimes than support. With more education being taught on signs of domestic abuse and police beginning to take more significant action and following up on reports made by potential victims, it can be said that the support for domestic abuse victims is growing which in turn will leave perpetrators less likely to commit abuse on their victim or victims. Children of domestic abuse families can also have a better understanding that what they have experienced through learning about it in an educational format which would allow them to understand that what they have seen and been a part of in some way, should not be normalized in their mind and further effect their potential adult relationships later in life (RiseUK.ORG, 2023).
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