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(Tintern Abbey floor plan)

[bookmark: _Hlk90222381]The above source is the floor plan of Tintern Abbey, the first Cistercian monastery in Wales, which highlights the different developments to the abbey site throughout its lifetime as a working monastery. Tintern Abbey was founded by Walter fitz Richard de Clare lord of Chepstow in 1131 and was a daughter house of L’ Aumône. A reason behind this choice of mother house could be due to Walters familial connections because he was related to Bishop Giffard of Winchester, ‘the man who first bought the White Monks from L’Aumône (France) to England…founder of Waverley (Surrey)’ (Burton, J. and Stöber, K., 2015). The connection with Waverley, the first Cistercian abbey in England, possibly influenced the choice of Order even if the decision was already made by Walter to found a monastery. 
Tintern abbey is situated 6 miles from Chepstow where Walter held his position. This proximity may be why this land was granted and although nowadays it is populated it would have been relatively quiet but not a true desert. Alongside the grant of land for the monastery itself Walter also gifted land to help the Cistercians establish themselves. This meant that ‘The community was early placed on a reasonably sound economic footing with grants of land and other possessions on both sides of the river Wye’ (Robinson, D., 2002). The land granted to the monastery would have allowed the Cistercians to follow their method of self sufficient farming in an enclosed area away from the lay people. They would have also been able to take advantage of the river not only for cleaning, cooking and sewage but possibly even as another source of food. Land alongside the river may have been flood plains which are naturally very fertile lands because of the river sediment left over after floods, therefore they would be prime land to work. 
One identifying factor of Tintern as a Cistercian monastery is the lay brothers wing including the lay brothers dormitory and refectory opposite the one housing the monks. The lay brothers were always housed at the west end of the complex alongside the west entrance to the church whilst the monks are housed further into the complex at the opposite end of the church. The numbers of monks grew enough in the early years that ‘the expanding community necessitated the extension of the east range’ (Robinson, D., 2002) which housed the monks dormitory above a day room. This extension can be seen in red on the floor plan as part of the 2nd phase of alterations. For this expansion to take place it must have been effectively drawing monks into its ranks and possibly even expecting to gain steadily throughout the coming years.
There are two churches visible on the floor plan which slightly overlap, the smaller one looks to be dated to the 15th century, but it makes sense for this to actually be the original church due to its cruciform shape and visible chapels. The church that stands today had to be placed south of the original church, this could have been due to the quality of the soil the previous church was built on because of the abbey bordering the river meaning it could need to be moved slightly off of a flood plain. The alignment of the church is also such that the north and south transepts are not at true north and south, for it to align properly the church needs to move westwards. The alignment of the original is in the same direction as the current church which means the positioning may have more to do with the layout of the monastery as a whole. The positioning of aspects of this abbey are different to the layout of other Cistercian monasteries adding to the idea of a need to rearrange the site, ‘monastic buildings generally lay around a cloister that was most often on the south side of the church, though famously at Tintern it was located to the north’ (Burton, J. and Stöber, K., 2015). It may be that in order to keep the traditional layout of the monastery in the landscape it had to be rotated slightly, the river may have forced a change in positioning. 
There is not on the floor plan a visible guest house, but it does show the visiting abbots’ residence and abbots hall where the most important guests could have stayed. The visiting abbots residence has a small church attached most likely for private prayer adding to the clear importance of prayer in daily life even when away from their monasteries. Even though there is not a guest house on the floor plan ‘Traces of what was probably the guest house at Tintern lie in the vicinity of the present-day pub to the west of the abbey’ (Burton, J. and Stöber, K., 2015). The pub being referred to is a short distance from the church which does make it seem rather close the monks who normally kept a distance from the outside world and maintained a silence. However, the layout of Tintern being such that the monastic buildings are the opposite side of the church means the guest house could be close to the church whilst still maintaining a distance from the monks day to day living quarters. Hospitality is still at the heart of life at Tintern as it is laid out in the rule of St Benedict and this layout may have allowed more access to the church for the lay people and guests of the monastery. 
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