
[bookmark: _Hlk91655122][bookmark: _Hlk91621723][bookmark: _Hlk91439930][bookmark: _Hlk91655152]Sustainable has become an important concept and mode of operation for businesses, Governments and societies across the globe. It is an approach which takes into consideration how everyone operates within the ecological and socio-economic environment and focuses on achieving long-term benefits. The Foundation of sustainability is based on the premise that creating such strategies will stimulate longevity (Haanes, 2016). Climate change ‘one of the biggest threats facing bio-divesity, socio-economic stability is credited for bringing much attention to the word sustainable, as it has caused everyone to reevaluate the way in which they interact and use the natural environment (What is sustainability n.d ). Additionally, the world is faced with issues such as pollution, deforestation, ocean acidification while battling the increasing demands for land, food, water and energy from rapidly growing global population. Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1865, the United States of America’s 16th President stated that “you cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today”. This essay will critically evaluate the above-mentioned statement by considering the notion of responsibility and the relative roles of business, governments and society in general in assuming responsibility for a more sustainable future.
“you cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today”. Abraham Lincoln. According to the oxford dictionary responsibility refers to “a duty to deal with or take care of somebody/something, so that you may be blamed if something goes wrong, to be in a position of responsibility”. Similarly, the Websters dictionary defines responsibility as “the state of being the person who caused something to happen, a duty or task that you are required or expected to do, something that you should do because it is morally right, legally required”. 
This statement by Abraham Lincoln simply means that, in life, you cannot run from your duties/ obligations and or your responsibilities because eventually, in the future you will have to face them. Your responsibilities do not disappear even when you have neglected them for seconds, hours, days, months or years, instead they remain in existence, increasing and waiting for you to face them.  Hence, tomorrow may refer to more than a day away but surely you will not escape your responsibilities simply because you refuse to face them today. However, instead of ignoring your responsibilities and running from them  one ought to face them as they present themselves, even though at times facing they may require a solution, much effort, time and/or resources ,by facing them you are on a the path to controlling, them  and  by extension ensuring that your responsibilites  will not be waiting for you to face them at some point in your future.  You will not escape your responsibilities by neglecting. Therefore, it is in your best interest to face your responsibilities as they come because running will not help, denial will not help, hiding will not help, dealing with them is the only way to ensure that they are dealt with.
On the other hand, the word “sustainability” originates from the Latin word sustinere, which means to “hold up” (Sustainability-A Present Concept for the Future, n.d). Sustainable means “meeting our own needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (Brundtland report 1987 as cited in What is Sustainability n.d).  It was brought to the forefront by issues such as climate change, depletion of the earth’s natural resources and failing states. Sustainability does not focus soley on the environment but embodies concerns for social and economic development” and  refers to a future where human being consume resources sparingly for it to last a long time (Thiele 2013:9 as cited in Waldt, 2016). 
Sustainability is important because the decision we make now will affect us in the future, as those that were made in the past affects us now. As Abraham Lincoln stated you cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today”. If we continue to make unsustainable choices we will continue to limit the opportunities and the resources of future generations. The natural environment or nature as it is often called contains systems. If we continue to violate and destroy the earths and these natural systems that animals and plants depend on  and the environment will suffer and in turn human beings will suffer because they are what we rely on. All natural systems that we as humans rely on for sustenance are provided by the planet.  It is from the earth that human acquire the necessary materials to sustain themselves meaning to eat, sleep, breath and as a result to prolong their existence. As a result of being dependent upon the natural environment it should therefore be the duty and responsibility of human beings to take care of the earth. It should be our responsibility to ensure that the earth and its resources are not destroyed and the balances that exist within it continue to exist. Businesses governments, and society by extension must play a role if sustainability is going to be part of the world’s future. We, today, need to conserve the earths resources in order for it to sustain the future generations and it is everyone’s responsibility to do so (Sustainability-A Present Concept for the Future n.d).

[bookmark: _Hlk92217470]The role of businesses in assuming responsibility for a more sustainable future.
Sustainability is becoming more important for all businesses, across all industries, across the globe. This is as a result of a shift in perspectives worldwide due mostly to the alarming treat of climate change which has made it even more crucial for companies to embrace sustainable practices as their mode of operation. Businesses are Initially fueled by the creation of profit and many of them now believe that in order to be competitive/ successful today or in the future a sustainability strategy is vital to their success. Additionally,  most of the priorities of business is entwined with sustainable development (Koller & Nuttal 2020). According to Koller & Nuttal sustainability strategies can reduce costs substantially and can increase operating profits by as much as sixty percent (2020).
Having a sustainability strategy therefore allows businessesto make long-term investments. sustainability is also important to businesses because businesses are as much part of the problem as they are to the solution. Businesses that produce Fossil fuels have been labelled as the biggest contributors to climate change. Studies have  shown that since 1988, one hundred of these companies have been responsible for seventy one percent of global greenhouse gas emissions and that these companies have been aware of the harmful effects on the environment for decades and have even made attempts to hide such information.They have even blocked efforts to combat climate change. For example, high rate of greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation and land degradation are often associated with global agro-industrial food system and the large-scale plantations. Financial institutions, such as banks and insurance companies, play a key role in driving climate change, as they are responsible for funding these businesses without climate safe conditions. Hence, businesses consume natural resources, energy, produce toxic materials, emit greenhouse gases and affect the environment by causing industrial accidents (Climate change. (2021)
[bookmark: _Hlk91742810]On the other hand, environmental damages, pollution and lack of natural resources affects businesses and over-exploitation of resources is one of the problem now facing the world and failure to find a solution can result in great losses for businesses in the future (Climate Change n.d). As a result, many businesses are now aware of the need to reduce, reuse, recycle and to protect the environment and its resources. (De Larderel, J. A. (n.d.). 

The role of Government is crucial to achieving a sustainable future. Government, refers to a body granted power to make decisions on behalf of the citizen of their country while the purpose of government is to develop and protect wealth. It is to do all that is within it’s capacity to facilitate sustainable socio-economical development within country and must therefore find ways to deliver these such services impartially to the citizens of their country. (Waldt, G. 2016).
[bookmark: _Hlk91742753]However, government will be to provide a prosperous economy, to satisfy the needs of its citizens and to provide safety, comfortable shelter, access to clean water , air and soil without the use and protection of the environment  (Payne and Phillips 2010:23; Hopper 2012:15 as cited in Waldt,  G. 2016). Furthermore, at times the demand for natural resources increase due to the increase in population growth and economic prosperity of that country and as a result it may become crucial for governments to find ways of managing these demands efficiently (Fiorino 2012 in Hawkins n.d ) or  if not the country will run out of resources. Today, it has become clear that the earth’s resources are limited, and which leaves governments with the task of finding ways for their countries to be economically efficient and to sustain that efficiency (Hawkin, P. (n.d.). Therefore, government should and must now consider sustainability as part of that solution for their country’s future.
Sustainability is important to society for the same reason that it is important to businesses and governments.  One of those reasons is that sustainability is entwined with health, as the quality of one’s environment impacts their health. Therefore, by reducing carbon footprints and toxin in the environment, the environment becomes healthier, cleaner, and safer for people to live, work and play.  Additionally, societies require more resources such as water and energy as their population sizes continues to grow. The goal of sustainability is to use those resources efficiently in order for everyone to benefit.   




Our tomorrow has come therefore,
Today, the world is faced with the treat of Climate change and it is because for decades sustainability was not applied to human actions and they have not care for the earth. For decades human beings have been warned about the damages that are being done to the natural environment and resources and systems that exist within it but governments, businesses and societies ignored those warnings.  Instead they took resources they wanted and harm the environment without caring about the repercussions.
 
We evaded our responsibilities today since the early 60’s many individuals have tried to warn the world that we should use resources in a conservative manner because those actions were depleting the resource and limiting future use.  According to researchers, as early as the 1960’s the effects of ‘weird weather’ were being felt but these findings along with those linking fossil fuels to climate change were dismissed. In 1962 Rachel Carson a marine biologist brought focus to the environment and the harm that is caused by pesticide in her book “Silent Spring” but hardly anyone listened. Later in 1798, Thomas Malthus wrote his essay on the “Principle of Population” in which he shed light on population growth and the earth’s inability to sustain it.  George Perkins in 1847, “Lecture the Agricultural Society of Ruthland County”, Vermont predicted human induced climate change, but no one listened.  In August 1974, a research was produced by The Central intelligence Agency on “climatological research” which gave warnings of a new era of strange weather that will lead to political turmoil and mass movement of people, but the world continued to ignore the warning and the global population continued to grow along with huge investments in energy and technology. All the while, effects of shifting weather patterns was manifesting in West African countries (Bell, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Hlk91742928]In 1970s there were reports of droughts, floods and crop damages in Asia and Latin America, India, Pakistan and the United States but again these everyone ignored the warnings (Bell,A , 2021). In 1976, Schneider wrote his science book “The Genesis Strategy” on the danger climate change could cause. However, again the world did not listen. Instead decades of strategies to improve poverty and inequality will worsen because of result of climate change as a result of extreme flooding or droughts (Chestney and Andrea Januta, 2021, Climate change 2021). As a result of Climate Change the world will see an increase in frequency and intensity of natural disasters including heat waves and droughts. This will result in loss of labor, reduction in business productivity and millions of people will be thrown into poverty. The number of people affected is expected to reach ten (10) billion by the year 2050 (World Population Prospects 2019, United Nations Organisation as cited in Climate change 2021). According to the world bank if we do not find a solution soon climate change, it could result in one (100) hundred million more people living in poverty by 2030 (Climate change. 2021). If human beings continue to deplete and destroy the limited resources that is now available, there may not be any to sustain future generations. We have a responsibility to ensure that this does not happen and the best way to ensure that is through sustainability. Scientists now confirmed Climate Change is alarmingly close to spiralling out of control and for decade maybe centuries to come the world is certain to face greater climate disruptions. They further warned that global emissions must be cut by forty five percent by 2030 in order to avoid the detrimental impacts weather conditions including hurricanes and other extreme weather that are already happening and will become more severe (Chestney and Andrea Januta, 2021). Near five hundred thousand acres of forest burnt in California in August, 2021 (Singh 2021) while in Venice on tourists trudged through ankle-deep water in St. Mark's (Barry, 2021). Additionally, the United Nations stated in order to sustain the worlds population in the next twenty years the world will have to produce more food than it has in the past 3000 years, as the rise in population size will bring new challenges for food, land, water and energy (Sustainability-A Present Concept For Future. (n.d.).
Today, the world must face its past, but time is quickly running out for us to adjust our actions as solutions to address climate change has become urgent as stated in an Intergovernmental Panel on Change (IPCC) dated October 2018. It warned that “the impact of climate change is already being felt now and they will get worse. we must not reach or at least exceed 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels in order to avoid catastrophic global warming. Today, global warming is approximately 1°C above pre-industrial levels. It is almost certain that heatwaves and extreme precipitation will become more frequent and intense. The oceans will continue to warm and acidify, and sea level will continue to rise. All of which will have, and is now having, a catastrophic impact on human life” (Climate Change, 2021). The following report in 2021, stated that “in twenty to thirty years stabilize temperature can be achieved and air conditions can improve once there are strong and sustained reductions in emissions of greenhouses gases”. Climate change is and will continue to harm all of us unless governments, businesses and society in general take sustainable actions (Climate Change, 2021). 
Businesses, governments and societies now are racing to implement sustainable practices within the workplace, home and environment because we are trying to save the earth and conserve its resources. Many businesses have already adapted sustainability strategy for example Nike aim to reduce its waste and decrease its carbon footprints while Adidas developed a green supply chain which includes eliminating products such as dyes and plastic bags ( Nike purpose: Planet, 2021). Walmart H&M have collaborations with their supply chain to reduce waste, while Pepsi and Coco-cola have set their focus on water replenishment and stewardship (Sustainability). Biogen and Novo Nordisk are both focused on energy efficiency, waste reduction, ecological measures social with regards to health and safety. Australian Banks such as ANZ and Westpac both advance local communities with good sustainability practices and by implanting sustainability in their business practices.  BMW and Toyota have made efforts with regards to energy efficiency and pollution reduction, while Tesla set its goal on reducing its carbon footprints (Haanes, 2016).
 In 1992, the the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was formed by 165 countries with the goal of developing strategies to combat climate change. Today, 197 countries have signed to this convention. In 1997, the Kyoto Protocol, was signed where the parties were to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and in 2016 the Paris Agreement was entered into force.  Between 30 and 31 October 2021, G20 leaders met and adopted a declaration in which their priorities was to assert their commitment to accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals and to support a sustainable and resilient recovery globally. They also asserted their commitment to the implementation of the United Nations climate convention (UNFCCC) and to preserve financial stability and long-term fiscal sustainability. They further made commitment to maintain energy security and address climate change and to strengthen actions to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030 and to plant one trillion trees by 2030. All of which are attempts to foster sustainable solutions to global crisis (Europeon Council Council of the Europeon Union, 2021). Countries such as China has invested over three million dollars in their fight against air pollution (Europeon Council Council of the Europeon Union. (2021). 
There is also a changing attitude from consumers towards supporting sustainability that is getting stronger as the population increases. A studies found that if a product originates from a sustainable company then sixty six percent of consumers will spend more for it.  Eighty one percent of consumers globally thinks that businesses should help improve the environment (Haanes, 2021). Additionally, being sustainable is important when it comes to attracting talent. Millennials are willing to have a pay cut in order to work at an environmentally friendly company and about forty percent have taken a job because of the company's sustainability (Haanes, 2021).
In conclusion, this essay critically evaluate the statement “you cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today” Abraham Lincoln, by considering the notion of responsibility and the relative roles of business, governments and society in general in assuming responsibility for a more sustainable future.












