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[bookmark: _Toc169618221]Task A 	
[bookmark: _Toc169618222]1. Possibility of general duty to act in criminal law
The legal system which aims at providing punishment to offenders is often known as criminal law. This framework falls under the area where the body of law relates to crime and punishments of individuals who commit crimes. The general concept of duty to act requires a party to take necessary actions in order to prevent harm to another individual. There is a general duty to act within the criminal law and is often referred to as criminal liability. The general idea of criminal law duty is the commitment to act under conditions where an individual is isolated by creating danger or taking help from others. Within the English Law, there is no liability to failure of duty to act and the approach taken by the English Criminal Law is to recognise a legal duty. Acting under specific circumstances is of utter importance rather than a general duty to act according to the British Legal system (GOV.UK, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc169618223]2. Requirements for a crime to be committed by omission
Generally, the term omission refers to the failure to act however it is not a crime to fail to act according to the English Legal System. Based on criminal law, an omission is often described as an actus reus and solely results in accountability. This fundamental concept imposes a duty to act when the defendant completely fails to fulfil that obligation.  Primary requirement within omission is to define the cause of the harm that ultimately resulted in the failure to perform a legal duty. Therefore, it can be stated that a crime is committed when a specific act is not performed. This as a result creates the overall basis of criminal liability and an individual is held responsible for a particular action. Furthermore, the general requirements of any crime include the voluntary act of omission which is often linked with mens rea or a certain state of mind (Clarke, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc169618224]3. Presentation of statutory duty to act
Statutory duty is regarded as a law that companies and members of any other profession must obey in order to maintain harmony. Whenever situations of breach within organisations arises, this legal act comes into action. Suppose, a company is charging a high price for electricity then it is a case of complete violation of statutory law. This type of duty is imposed under any written law which is officially approved by the governing authority. Through this duty of act the overall protection of business firms are maintained efficiently. Contemporary business world often aims to adhere to this statutory duty so that disruptions are avoided which could be harmful for the brand image. When an individual faces a particular damage within any organisational field, this duty to act aims at safeguarding basic human rights. Additionally, during commitment as well as prohibition, statutes are created in order to protect public rights according to the English Law (Jeffrey Johnson, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc169618225]4. Contractual/ duty based on office
Various contracts are formed with desire and responsibility between two parties in order to accomplish a particular goal. Before the mutually agreed paperwork, a contractual obligation or duty is performed. This is a way to make a promise between two individuals and ultimately carries out the desired task. Legal relations are created with the help of this agreement and both parties are prescribed to perform the responsibilities through contract. Duty based on contracts are referred to as commitments that two or more parties aim to perform under any given circumstances. Compliance with these contractual duties the ultimate goal of agreements is met with the help of the legal system. Contractual obligations play a significant role in fulfilling the duties as per the agreed statements while protecting their basic human rights according to the Contracts Act 1990. The overall formation of contracts is presented through offer, acceptance and consideration. Finally, with the mutual intention to form a legally binding agreement, the purpose of the contract is generated (Legislation.gov.uk, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc169618226]5. Development of assumed responsibility
The prime idea of an assumption of responsibility occurs when the accused looks for additional information on behalf of the applicant. Some key scenarios which give rise to assumed responsibility is when an individual voluntarily undertakes a role of protection for others. Criminal liability occurs when the defendant fails to perform any specific duty to act such as caretaker of an elderly person. Failure to provide the necessary care often leads to assumed responsibility thereby causing harm. Additionally, in critical situations, when a rescue is stopped mid way, it can cause liability as the accused is voluntarily abandoned. Another case of assumed responsibility arises when someone with their own will tries to help individuals with certain disabilities. This is often known as informal assumption even with the involvement of informal acknowledgement. Ultimately this results in the assumption of duty in order to continue performing the role of acting responsibly (Legislation.gov.uk, 2024). 
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[bookmark: _arjn1899szhj][bookmark: _Toc169618228]Introduction
General duty to act is defined as the accomplishment of individual responsibilities while adhering to the UK legal system. The second task of the assignment will focus on the arguments for the general duty to act. Similarly, arguments against the general duty to act will also be discussed in depth. 
[bookmark: _3wy3gughj05q][bookmark: _Toc169618229]General duty to act within the criminal law of England and Wales
Based on criminal grounds of law, there is no such general duty to act even during times of failure to perform such an act. Therefore, it can be stated that the general act of duty is a controversial one. Since there is a balance between moral obligations and practicality associated within the legal system, the concept is labelled as debatable. 
[bookmark: _ox99xo6bpmvb][bookmark: _Toc169618230]Arguments for general duty to act
Moral responsibility
Advocates and legal professionals often argue that every individual has the sole responsibility to perform moral duties. During times of distress, those citizens need to showcase utmost assistance to the other individuals. Through such ethical principles, a general duty to act gives rise to societal values of compassion. This often results in behaving in an acceptable manner and ultimately minimises the breach of attaining standards of conduct. The general notion of a solid legal system is to help the community to undertake these social and moral values thereby moving towards a peaceful surrounding environment (Arlen, 2021). 
Prevention of harm
Inflicting a general duty to act can eventually save the lives of people during times of emergency. Through duty to act, an individual can help another person to prevent significant harm or even death. Due to the imposed moral values within those citizens, harmful situations could be avoided effectively. The general concept of harm reduction or prevention is rooted within the justice and legal system according to the criminal law of England and Wales. Implementation of this approach can extensively create a positive change in the surrounding atmosphere as people become socially conscious (Taylor, 2018). 
Social solidarity
Social solidarity allows an individual to become aware of the fact that a specific act of goodness can enhance the living of another person. This is a core principle within the criminal law of England and Wales and often gives rise to general duty to act. Promotion of a sense of community as well as social solidarity is developed through the compliance to legal frameworks. Additionally, these duties have the innate power to encourage people to become responsible and look out for other individuals in times of need. Therefore, it can be argued that, the general duty to act immensely contributes to a safer and cohesive society (Herring, 2022). 
Legal consistency
Consistency in legal terms is often regarded as procedural law which entails those legal proceedings should be conducted in a fair manner. This states that criminal cases are supposed to be treated similarly and solely based on established rules. There are various duties to act such as parental duties or duties of public officials. The basic objective of a general duty to act is to create a consistent legal framework thereby enhancing the efficiency of court decisions (Macdonald, 2018). 
[bookmark: _hxghu2w8oyys][bookmark: _Toc169618231]Arguments against the general duty to act
Practical Enforcement issues
Since the overall concept of general duty to act is a debatable one, the enforcement process is eventually a point of issue. Therefore, it can be argued that the entire enforcement procedure is challenging as it fails to determine the responsibilities of an individual. Intervention of people during a critical situation often gives rise to further complications hence this is argued against. Interference of individuals at various situations, ultimately leads to inconsistencies and eventually violation of legal act. Considering these issues, the overall enforcement process gets hampered which is not favourable for a legally bound economy (Attenborough, 2020).
Potential for abuse
Sometimes a general duty to act leads to excessive criminal charges and individuals are even taken to court for failure of this duty. According to the criminal law of England and Wales, individuals who intervene in dangerous situations often create an even worse atmosphere. Furthermore, it can be stated that the general duty to act has the potential to continue abuse. Even though personal intentions are pure, primary interference can have an adverse effect on the overall judgment proceedings (Finch and Fafinski, 2021). 
[bookmark: _eivbthmgtjs9][bookmark: _Toc169618232]Conclusion
General duty to act has both positive and negative aspects in the context to criminal law. This type of legal framework has the innate ability to enhance the moral and social values of society as well as individuals. Some disadvantages of general duty to act have been discussed in this assignment such as enforcement issues and potential abuse. 
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