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HPHE5006                  Landscape archaeology and landscape: Llanerchaeron
Alexander Savage



Introduction: 
Lanerchaeron is situated close to the village of Aberaeron, Ceredigion grid reference SN475600. This site was visited on 18/01/19. The conditions where dry and clear with great visibility. Llanayron house is situated around the woodlands of the Aeron valley and was built over two hundred years ago as a “traditional working farm” not only supplying its own food for farming but for the local communities also. This tradition is still practiced at the estate to this day. (Nationaltrust.org) 


Method: 
The woodland was accessed on foot and observational inspection was carried out and recorded by photos and notes taken using a Dictaphone. Walking through the woodland site trees of different diversity whether they were living trees or not where also recorded for evidence and to interpret diverse findings using different approaches. 


Findings:
Site 1: 
The key findings included, live trees, some visually different to others surrounding them. Evidence of human interaction with trees by visual carvings carved into the trunk of an oak tree depicting a 18th century ship with what is thought to be the name Llanerchaeron underneath the ship but the date of the carving is questionable. There are a diverse number of trees in the woods, these range from Oak, Ash, Plane, Beech, and Larch. In terms of the oak, this native tree seems not to grow in abundance but seems to be scattered here and there in amongst other non-native trees. While in this situation where light is scarce the oak seems to grow very straight, upwards towards the light, while oak trees that have no trees around them for example in the middle of a field tend not to grow high and straight towards the sky but grow outwards with straggling arched branches which have less of a commercial value than straight high oak. According to Davies (2011) the monetary value of the oak tree is not just highly valued in the United Kingdom but is also valued on a global level but there is uncertainty on the “scattered growth level”. Davies (2011) According to Rotherham (2013) Woodland and the surrounding landscapes have an unequivocal priority and importance to the local communities providing products to different areas. Below is a picture taken of the tree carving in the wooded area of Llanerchaeron depicting a boat.
Tree depicting a boat and inscription underneath
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Discussion: 
To interpret the evidence, an observable approach was taken and recorded on a written record and photographic evidence used. Some of the areas of woodland that where looked at had problems with their interpretation of the findings because the data from the tree core samples at some point in time had been misplaced. (Nayling 2019) The main concern in management of this site is safety, not only to its staff but to members of the public, as some of the tree which are growing on the side of the hill grow in a way which puts strain on the trees and causes them to eventually fall over. Looking around the wooded area you can see many trees that have either fallen down due to rot, extreme weather, or brought down by a tree surgeon to manage and keep clear the public access routes.  
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