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 KURT HAHN

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kurt Hahn is considered to be one of the founding fathers of outdoor education and the whole philosophy of learning in the outdoors. He was born in berlin in 1886 and died December 14th, 1974. 
One of his earliest accomplishments was established during his time as a school master at Gordonstoun School. He designed a way of awarding outdoor adventures abilities. Which he called Moray Badge, which is what laid down the foundations for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. At the time it was an award given to students that reached a certain standard in navigation and lifesaving skills. Over time this was slowly adapted to the very well know Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.  Which is still a very popular and eye-opening experience for thousands. 
Kurt Hahn then went on to starting up the first Outward Bound centre in Aberdyfi, Wales in 1941. Boys were sent to learn valuable life skill and navigational training. At this time during the war, it was in popular belief that boys should be taught to be self-sufficient in the wilderness. ‘To grow up as proper men.’ Over the years after the war people began to have more free time to spend outside of work allowing them to go take part in the outdoors. This gave birth to several Outward Bound centres and the Outward Bound Trust, to open and supply access to the great outdoors. Centres like this allow for a unique approach to learning and for people to have access to the wild. Were often the participant may never even see the countryside.
This really kick started the progression in evaluability to the outdoor pursuits, making outdoor adventures activities more and more popular. I personally think that if it was not for Kurt Hahn the outdoor industry wouldn’t be what it is today.
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